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Tribal Collaborations in Developing Place-Based Pedagogies
for Public-Facing Student Projects

Zoltin Grossman
The Evergreen State College, USA

At The Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, public-facing student projects have supported tribal goals in envi-
ronmental justice and climate resilience, as “solidarity practices” with Native nations (De Leeuw and Hunt 2018). The collab-
orative projects use place-based pedagogies to develop publications educating non-Native communities about settler
colonialism and Indigenous decolonization. In a process of “Power Back,” Washington Native nations are extending powers
outside their reservations into treaty territories, to restore species habitat, comanage fisheries, remove dams, halt fossil fuel
shipping, access militarized lands, and heal other settler-colonial harms. Related student publications include the books
Asserting Native Resilience: Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations Face the Climate Crisis (Grossman and Parker 2012) and Removing
Barriers: Restoring Salmon Watersheds through Tribal Alliances (Online 2021), Web sites on fossil fuels and military bases, and
the Olympia’s Hidden Histories self-guided walking tours (2022-2023). The ArcGIS StoryMaps tours examine the historic
displacement of the Squaxin Island Tribe and immigrant communities from downtown Olympia, and of oysters and salmon
from the Deschutes Estuary, as well as resistance to Port of Olympia shipments of timber, military, and oil-equipment cargo.
These student projects reveal “places built upon stolen land” (Smiles 2021) to develop “place-based solidarities” (Snelgrove,

Dhamoon, and Corntassel 2014). Key Words: education, Indigenous, Native, pedagogy, StoryMaps.

t The Evergreen State College (TESC) in

Olympia, Washington, a series of public-facing
student projects have supported tribal goals in envi-
ronmental justice, climate resilience, and cultural
regeneration. The projects have used place-based
pedagogies to develop online and printed publica-
tions to educate the public about Indigenous histo-
ries and contemporary sovereignty, developed in
processes of collaboration between the state institu-
tion and Native nations.

Treaty Rights and Comanagement
in Washington

The historic context of this state college’s work is
that Washington State has for decades been at the
epicenter of both conflict and cooperation on
Native nations’ treaty rights. Tribal nations ceded
lands to the United States in the 1850s and were
moved to reservations, yet retained treaty rights to
hunt, fish, and gather on the ceded lands outside
their reservations, in “usual and accustomed” areas,
often in river estuaries (Harmon 2008).

Washington Native nations carried out fish-ins
in the 1960s and 1970s to assert those rights guaran-
teed in the treaties (Burns 1971). These rights were
met by violent resistance from the state government
and many White fishers. The 1974 Boldt Decision
reaffirmed that tribes retained the right to harvest
salmon and other natural resources on lands and

waters they ceded in the treaties. (Wilkinson 2006,
2024).

As the antitreaty movement declined in the 1980s,
the state and tribal governments developed a unique
system to comanage the fishery. The 1989 Centennial
Accord obligated government-to-government rela-
tionships for state agencies to consult with tribes
(Governor’s Office on Indian Affairs 1989). In the
1990s, resource comanagement began to normalize a
role for Northwest treaty tribes in managing, protect-
ing, and restoring their original treaty-ceded territo-
ries, which often correspond to watersheds (Northwest
Indian Fisheries Commission [NWIFC] n.d.).

By the 2000s, even some commercial and sport
fishing groups began to support treaty rights being
used to protect habitat to prevent the extinction of
salmon runs. The 2007 Martinez decision directed
Washington State to eliminate culverts that block
fish passage (Von Seggern 2018). Many salmon runs
are still threatened (NWIFC 2020), but tribes and
intertribal fish commissions have established models
for salmon habitat restoration (Columbia River
Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 2014).

#[ andBack and #PowerBack

Proprietary ownership over fee-simple lands is the
strongest method for tribes to protect their land and
water. Some tribes have reacquired possession of
small patches of stolen lands (inside and outside their
reservations), but often find that this #LandBack
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strategy runs up against private property rights of the
settler majority (Alberta Palmer 2023). Indigenous
demands for #LandBack have also met resistance
from many “Land Grab Universities,” whose original
endowments were based on “land grants” stolen from
Native families (Curley and Smith 2020; McCoy,
Risam, and Guiliano 2021; Bruno et al. 2024).

Tribal #LandBack also meets other obstacles in
government intransigence. The Department of the
Interior has historically been more likely to put land
into federal trust for economic development than
for environmental or cultural protection (Bureau of
Indian Affairs 2023). The Department of Defense
has at times returned contaminated lands to
Indigenous nations, potentially burdening them with
cleanup costs (Beauchamp 2020; Alaska Native
Tribal Health Consortium 2024).

Pacific Northwest tribal nations are seeing
glimmers of a parallel approach, in using the treaties
and tribal sovereignty to project their political, eco-
nomic, environmental, and cultural powers outside
their reservations into their original territories.
Washington tribes have begun to extend their pow-
ers into their ancestral homelands to heal the dam-
age inflicted by settler colonialism, particularly in
collaborative projects to restore salmon habitat. For
example, the Nisqually Tribe is recognized as the
“lead entity” in the Nisqually River watershed to set
habitat restoration plans for local, state, and federal
governments (Nisqually River Council 2020).

The priority of Native nations and movements is
and always will be for #LandBack. At the same time,
though, they can gain “Power Back” even before
regaining direct property ownership, by shifting
realities on the ground in their original homelands
outside the reservations, developing alliances with
settler communities whose futures are better served
by respecting tribal authority, and building commu-
nity resilience to face crises that colonial capitalism
has inflicted on the land and people.

In this way, #PowerBack is a necessary corollary to
#LandBack, because tribes understand they need to
flex their treaty and sovereign rights to protect and
restore their ancestral homelands. Without a process
of “environmental repossession” (Big-Canoe and
Richmond 2014), there will be little healthy land and
water left to eventually return to them. Land restitu-
tion is about land ownership, but also “focuses on the
redistribution of power back to Indigenous
communities” (Community-Based Global Learning
Collaborative n.d.).

Jesse Wente (Serpent River Ojibwe) observed
that “Land Back is really about the decision-making
power. It’s about self-determination for our Peoples
here that should include some access to the territo-
ries and resources in a more equitable fashion, and
for us to have control over how that actually looks”
(David Suzuki Foundation n.d.). Native organizers

such as Wynne Weddell (Thanktonwan/Yankton

Sioux) are “asking for allyship in helping to shift the
decision-making power that has been wrongfully
taken from us and our communities, therefore restor-
ing power back to our nations” (Weddell 2022).

Studying the current actions of Washington
tribes provides a window into future strategies for
both #LandBack and #PowerBack. In a preamble to
tribal water principles, Washington tribes collec-
tively pledged to “use our sovereign governmental
powers and management expertise to protect,
restore, and enhance these resources for future gen-
erations” (Frank 2003).

Tribes do not always have shared interests when
it comes to access to land, natural resources, gaming
revenues, and treaty powers. Even tribes lacking
treaty rights, though, have creatively projected their
authority into their stolen ancestral lands, as in the
case of a Colville Tribes lawsuit successfully shutting
down a polluting smelter across the Washington
border in Canada (Pacheco-Flores 2018).

Tribes are also asserting #PowerBack for reasons
other than ecosystem protection. Because of their
gaming and treaty resources, Washington tribes
have become the largest employers in some rural
counties, and are investing in local non-Native econ-
omies (Taylor 2019). They are promoting and fund-
ing art and media projects, community festivals,
place-name changes, and other means to reassert
their Indigenous cultural presence in their original
homelands. Notably, they are aspiring to use public
education as a means to gradually educate the settler
public to support tribal goals.

Extending Tribal Influence into Public Education

The 1999 New Millennium Agreement built on the
Centennial Accord to reaffirm the state—tribal rela-
tionship in Washington, and extend it into public
education. An emerging priority of tribal leadership
has been to educate the settler public on tribal cul-
tures and sovereignty, to proactively weaken anti-
Native ideology and head off challenges to treaty
rights in the twenty-first century.

In 2005, the state legislature passed a bill by the
late State Senator John McCoy (Tulalip) to
“recommend” the teaching of the “Since Time
Immemorial” tribal cultural and history curriculum
in public schools (Washington Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction 2024), yet only
about a third of schools adopted the curriculum.
McCoy observed, “In tribal history and culture,
there’s a saying, that if you don’t teach history you’re
doomed to repeat it” (Rosenbaum 2015).

McCoy’s follow-up bill (passed in 2015) made
tribal curriculum mandatory and advocated a model
of school districts collaborating with the specific
tribes in their own areas, rather than teaching
generic Native American history and cultures. One
successful model has been the partnership between
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the Nisqually Tribe and North Thurston School
District, in which all students in thirty primary and
secondary schools have participated to learn
Nisqually history and place-based culture (Smith
2022).

Evergreen’s responsibility as a state institution
has been similarly to develop direct relationships
with Native nations, but in higher education (McCoy
himself taught Evergreen graduate students). These
tribal relationships are distinct from diversity, equity,
and inclusion (DEI) programs, because they are posi-
tioned within a political framework of consultation
and accountability with Native nations that are
“place-based” rather than “race-based” (Grossman
2004). The tribal accountability of all students and
faculty outside the classroom shapes the work more
than intercultural relationships within the classroom,
as any class might only have one or two students
from the specific partner tribe.

Native programs seek to raise Native representa-
tion in society, and also to work with tribal nations,
on their terms, to raise awareness among the non-
Native public, to slowly roll back structures of settler
colonialism. When Evergreen students undertake an
Indigenous-centered project, it is planned collabora-
tively to serve the interests of Indigenous nations or
communities, purposely to avoid the institutional
dynamics of a “settler move to innocence” (Tuck and
Yang 2012, 10).

Evergreen’s Work with Native Nations
and Communities

TESC was founded in 1967 with an atypical peda-
gogical model, as a teaching-centered college with
faculty from different disciplines teaching together.
Faculty generally carry out their research projects in
partnership with students, whether undergraduates
or graduates. Because most faculty coteach only one
interdisciplinary class at a time (often over multiple
quarters), Evergreen undergraduates have the space
to probe deeply into interwoven topics and complete
rigorous graduate-level readings and projects
(TESC 2023c).

Evergreen has a long history of relationships
with Washington’s two dozen Native nations, ever
since Lummi faculty member Mary Ellen Hillaire
founded its Native programs in 1973 (TESC 1999).
Hillaire inspired the founding of the Evergreen
Longhouse (now the s’g“ig*i?altx: House of
Welcome and Cultural Center), which opened in
1995 as the first educational-cultural center of its
kind on a U.S. college campus (TESC 2023b).

Evergreen’s closest bonds are with the tribes that
signed the 1854 Treaty of Medicine Creek (Squaxin
Island, Nisqually, and Puyallup), on whose ceded
territory our Olympia and Tacoma campuses are
located (Figure 1). The Evergreen Board of

Trustees has included the late Nisqually treaty
rights leader Billy Frank, Jr., and current Squaxin
Island Tribe chairman Kristopher Peters.

Evergreen’s Native American and Indigenous
Programs (INAIP) currently include Native
American and Indigenous Studies (INAIS) in daytime
arts and sciences classes (the focus of this article),
Native Pathways Program (NPP), Master of
Public Administration (MPA) Tribal Governance
Concentration, and the s’g*ig*i?altx: House of
Welcome and Cultural Center.

About 13 percent of the fall 2023 student body
identified wholly or partly as Native American
(TESC 2023a), compared to the 2020 state popula-
tion of about 4 percent (Brennan 2021).

Native programs teach both the “vitality and diver-
sity of Indigenous communities” and “responsibilities
of non-Native neighbors and allies” to help dismantle
barriers to tribal sovereignty put up by settler govern-
ments and communities (TESC 2012). By working
together in the classroom, Indigenous and non-
Indigenous students prepare for collaborative opportu-
nities that they might encounter after graduation. This
experience is critical in the state capital of Olympia,
where each state government division (including
Evergreen) employs a tribal liaison.

Evergreen’s Native programs have situated tribal
collaborations not in the framework of a “spectacle
of reconciliation” (Daigle 2019), or of “disembodied

. claims to neutrality” (Rose-Redwood 2016), but
in the context of accountability. The academy “must
make a conscious decision to become a decolonizing
force in the intellectual lives of Indigenous peoples
by joining us in dismantling settler colonialism and
actively protecting the source of our knowledge—
Indigenous land” (Simpson 2014, 22). As a non-
Native geographer, I am called on to do “decolonial
work through solidarity practices that do not just
result in publications or CV entries but through a
qualitative shift in how geography imagines
itself” (De Leeuw and Hunt 2018, 76).

As one example of collaboration, Evergreen faculty
and staff worked in 2011 with the Squaxin Island
Tribe to officially change a racist and sexist place name
on the Olympia campus to its original Lushootseed
name (TESC 2011). The following year, a NAIS class
worked with the tribe to prepare for its hosting of the
annual Tribal Canoe Journey, and developed cultural
respect guidelines for students to visit or work with
Indigenous communities (Grossman 2012c). Tribal
project collaborations are infused with attention to
research ethics, to conduct research not about Natve
peoples but with Native peoples and their nations
(Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group of the
Association of American Geographers 2010).

Those relationships extend outside Washington
to other Indigenous nations, through House of
Welcome artist exchanges and study abroad pro-
grams. The “Native Decolonization in the Pacific
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Figure 1 South Puget Sound territory ceded in the 1854 Treaty of Medicine Creek (shown in orange), by the Puyallup,
Nisqually, and Squaxin Island tribes. Current reservations are shown in yellow. Map by Evergreen student Katrina
Twiddy (with assistance from Mike Ruth) in the Olympia’s Hidden Histories collection of ArcGIS StoryMaps walking

tours.

Rim” class made three visits to work with Maori
communities in Aotearoa New Zealand (Ackley and
Grossman 2015). The NAIS courses were taught by
one Native and one non-Native faculty, with
Indigenous students comprising about one-third to
one-half of the classes.

More conventional Washington universities have
also developed positive relationships with tribes
extending their influence outside reservation bound-
aries, and at times reacquiring ownership of lands
(University of Washington 2022; Climate Impacts
Group 2023). Evergreen’s interdisciplinary structure
helps in developing a broad array of Indigenous
partnerships and projects, in both undergraduate
and graduate programs, that study the concepts of
#LandBack and #PowerBack as they unfold. Student
publication projects have focused on the interrelated
tribal strategies of habitat restoration, climate resil-
ience, fossil fuel resistance, dam removals, and disas-
ter planning.

Habitat Restoration

A key area of collaborative relationships has been
salmon habitat restoration. Some salmon runs in the
Nisqually watershed are returning through tribal

partnerships with settler residents and governments
(Middleton 2011, 185-94; Pailthorp 2017). In 2009,
Evergreen students in the “Conceptualizing Native
Place” program produced nine podcasts on the
Nisqually Tribe’s natural and cultural resource pro-
grams, with approval and guidance from the Tribal
Council (Conceptualizing Native Place 2009).

In the Nisqually River Delta, tribal and federal
agencies in 2006 through 2009 dismantled agricul-
tural dikes to allow tidal waters to flow freely into
the estuary (Nisqually Delta Restoration n.d.). The
Nisqually Tribe founded the Nisqually Cultural
Center on a delta farm that a White farmer had
deeded back to the Tribe on his death (Ransom
2020). Evergreen students often visit the Center and
its tribal gardens as a living example of #LandBack.

As an example of studying #PowerBack, students
in “A People’s Geography of American Empire”
visited land within the sprawling Joint Base Lewis-
McChord military installation stolen from the
Nisqually Reservation in 1917, where the Nisqually
Tribe now manages a fish hatchery and annually
accesses former homesteads and cemeteries, as docu-
mented in the students’ 2019 Web site Basewatch
(Dotson 2019; People’s Geography of American
Empire 2019).
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Climate Resilience

Cooperation in habitat restoration has created a
template for climate change resilience. Evergreen’s
Climate Change and Pacific Rim Indigenous
Nations Project was founded in 2006 out of the
Tribal MPA graduate program, in collaboration
with the Tulalip Tribes and a visiting Maori envi-
ronmental scientist. The Project recognized that
Indigenous peoples are the first and most deeply
affected by climate change, and are also at the fore-
front of climate adaptation (Grossman 2012b).

The Project’s 2012 Oregon State University
Press book Asserting Native Resilience: Pacific Rim
Indigenous Nations Face the Climate Crisis (Figure 2)
included Tribal MPA students and Indigenous

leaders and scientists (Grossman and Parker 2012).
The book includes a Community Organizing
Booklet written in accessible English, without scien-
tific jargon (McNutt 2010).

The anthology explores local-scale collaborations,
such as the Swinomish Tribe working on flood con-
trol with local governments, the Nisqually Tribe and
Olympia moving their water source from a lowland
sacred spring to a higher wellfield, and the Tulalip
Tribes working with farmers to store snowpack run-
off and turn cattle waste into biogas. Instead of wait-
ing for the United Nations or federal government to
create global climate solutions, the tribal approach
has been at the watershed scale, to stitch together
local solutions into a larger quilt of resilience.

ASSERTING NATIVE
BeEES LLEDNUC E

Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations

Face the Climate €Crisis

Edited by Zoltan Grossman and Alan Parker
Foreword by Billy Frank Jr.

Figure 2 Cover of Asserting Native Resilience: Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations Face the Climate Crisis, edited by
Zoltan Grossman and Alan Parker, including chapters by Evergreen graduate students and Indigenous leaders and sci-
entists, and a foreword by Nisqually treaty rights leader Billy Frank, Jr.
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Faculty later organized two Indigenous Climate
Justice Symposiums in the Longhouse to bring
together Native leaders and highlight student research
(Climate Change and Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations
Project 2017). In 2021, Evergreen opened a Center for
Climate Action and Sustainability (2023) to encourage
student research and internships.

Alliances for Fossil Fuel Resistance

Collaboration for climate resilience has created a
template for climate justice alliances to stop fossil
fuel extraction. The Pacific Northwest has become a
center of resistance to fossil fuels, with tribally led
alliances focusing on the “Achilles heel” of the
energy industry: long shipping routes of oil and coal
from Northern Plains basins to coastal port termi-
nals, and of extraction equipment to the basins
(Grossman 2012a). The climate-conscious Pacific
Northwest coast has become a chokepoint or “Thin
Green Line” blocking the energy industry (De Place
2014; McClure 2021).

In 2016, Evergreen students in “Resource Rebels:
Environmental Justice Movements Building Hope”
developed a Fossil Fuel Connections Web site
(Figure 3) to document alliances opposing oil and
coal trains and oil pipelines, drawing from partici-
pant interviews (Resource Rebels 2016b). Some
tribes led resistance to the shipping of volatile
fracked Bakken oil, the same oil that flows through
the Dakota Access Pipeline at Standing Rock
(Curley 2019).

Three Grays Harbor oil terminals were stopped
by the Quinault Nation, fishers, crabbers, and local
environmentalists (Grossman 2016). In partnership
with Quinault, “Resource Rebels” students pub-
lished a report, “Economic Options for Grays
Harbor,” with interviews of Aberdeen/Hoquiam res-
idents on suggestions for sustainable economic
development as alternatives to fossil fuels (Resource
Rebels 2016a).

Quinault President Fawn Sharp (2017) commented
in the tribal newspaper:

I heartily recommend that people read the report
for themselves. The students did a fine job
capturing the essence of our region and presenting
these results. ... The report demonstrates how the
students came to the conclusion that the solutions
to Grays Harbor’s struggling economy will, indeed,
come from cooperation and partnerships between
people whose lives are based on natural resource-
based industries.

The tribally led alliances have stopped at least four-
teen oil and coal terminals. I describe these and
other case studies across the country in my book
Unlikely ~ Alliances:  Native Nations and  White
Communities Join to Defend Rural Lands (Grossman

2017b), about cooperation between tribes and their
rural White neighbors, particularly farmers, ranch-
ers, and fishers, some of whom had previously
opposed treaty rights.

Unlikely alliances can draw rural Whites away
from racist right-wing populism and toward a cross-
cultural anticorporate populism by interweaving the
politics of difference and unity (Grossman 2017a).
Tribal leaders have developed skills in breaking
through sociopolitical divides in conservative rural
areas, where White urban environmentalists have
often failed (Gilio-Whitaker 2019; Grosse 2022).

Tribal Leadership in Dam Removals

Tribally led movements have also been successful in
dismantling dams that block salmon runs and harm
river ecosystems. The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe,
with Washington fishing and environmental groups,
in 2011 secured the dismantling of two hydroelectric
dams on the Elwha River, where salmon and shell-
fish are returning after a century (Mapes 2013). The
Elwha success became a precedent for the 2024
removal of four dams on the Klamath River in
Oregon and California, long advocated by similar
tripartite alliances (Sivaraman 2024).

In 2021, Evergreen students in “Conceptualizing
Place: Pacific Northwest Native Art and Geographies”
produced an online book, Removing Barriers: Restoring
Salmon Watersheds through Tribal Alliances (Figure 4),
telling the stories of dam removals in a dozen different
Pacific Northwest watersheds (Figure 5; Grossman
and McCarty 2021). Students researched not only the
detrimental effects of the dams, dikes, and culverts that
form barriers to salmon migration, but how developing
place-based alliances helped remove barriers between
Indigenous and settler communities, and barriers to
the exercise of Native nations’ powers outside their
reservations.

In the fall quarter, students produced Adobe
Mlustrator digital maps of watersheds affected by
dam, dike, or culvert removals (Figure 6), guided by
myself, a non-Native cartographer, and others pro-
duced digital artwork, guided by the late faculty art-
ist Alexander Swiftwater McCarty (Makah). In the
winter quarter, they developed text and compiled
their chapters into a 132-page online book with
forty-two original pieces of artwork or maps. At the
same time, they learned about the interrelationships
of Indigenous art and geographies, including histori-
cal mapping and contemporary countermapping
techniques, Northwest Coast tribal art forms appre-
ciation, and issues of cultural appropriation.

The book project was undertaken during the
pandemic, which limited site visits and interviews,
yet students formed a strong learning community
online and heard from numerous tribal speakers
during the research process. Each watershed-based
chapter demonstrated how tribal leadership made
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possible the removals of harmful dams, dikes, and Indigenous Disaster Resilience
culverts, and how treaty rights laid the groundwork

¢ A more recent thematic focus has been on mutual
for the healing of the watersheds.

aid in disaster planning and response (Klein 2008;
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REMOVING BARRIERS

Restoring Salmon Watersheds
through Tribal Alliances

Students & Faculty of “Conceptualizing Place: Pacific Northwest
Native Art & Geographies,” The Evergreen State College

Figure 4 Cover of Removing Barriers: Restoring Salmon Watersheds through Tribal Alliances, by students of
“Conceptualizing Place: Pacific Northwest Native Art and Geographies” (Winter 2021) with Evergreen faculty Alexander
McCarty and Zoltan Grossman. Artwork by guest Indigenous artist Joe Seymour (Squaxin Island/Acoma Pueblo).

Solnit 2010). Tribes are often the worst affected by
so-called natural disasters, but are now providing
models for non-Native local governments in disaster
planning (Grossman 2021).

Washington coastal tribes (e.g., Quinault and
Quileute) are proactively moving their infrastructure
to higher ground to avoid tsunamis and storm

surges, which are magnified by sea-level rise
(Volcovici 2020; Quileute Tribe n.d.). Students
studied this move to higher ground in “Catastrophe:
Community Resilience in the Face of Disaster”
(Grossman and Towfighnia 2020), and presented
research case studies to the Quileute Tribe in reci-
procity for our visit.
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Restoring Salmon Watersheds through Tribal Alliances.

In studying #PowerBack, whether in watershed
restoration, climate resilience, fossil fuel resistance,
dam removals, or disaster planning, Evergreen stu-
dent projects have shown that that tribal sovereignty
protects the health of the land, water, and people for
everyone. These place-based narratives draw stu-
dents away from the doom-and-gloom discourse in
much of climate and social conflict studies. They
offer stories of hopeful cooperation at a more

human scale of local watersheds that students can
understand and grasp more readily than the enor-

mous, disempowering concepts of global warming
and corporate state invincibility.

Olympia’s Hidden Histories Walking Tours

Building on these past collaborative projects,
Evergreen students recently developed “Olympia’s
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published in the 2021 online book Removing Barriers: Restoring Salmon Watersheds through Tribal Alliances.

Hidden Histories,” a collection of self-guided digital
walking tours that make visible the stories of
Olympia’s diverse communities, environment, and
connections to the world (Figure 7). In 2022, stu-
dents in the “American Frontiers: Homelands and
Borderlands” program published four tours on the
historic displacement of Indigenous, immigrant, and
working-class  communities from  downtown
Olympia, and the salmon and oysters from the
Deschutes Estuary. The project, which won a 2024
Heritage Award from the Olympia Historical
Society, illustrates Evergreen’s proactive process of
collaboration with Washington tribes.

The tours reveal hard truths about how Olympia’s
White supremacist landscape was created: through the

settler-colonial removal of the Squaxin Island Tribe,
the racialized displacement of Chinese and muldethnic
working-class communities, and the later destructive
altering of the estuary by a dam (American Frontiers
2022). The tours also tell contemporary stories of cul-
tural revitalization, and of ecological restoration
through oyster, salmon, and estuary recovery.

The ArcGIS StoryMaps tours combine narrative
text with historic and contemporary photos (some in
then-and-now “swipe” modes), maps, artwork,
audio, and video, and are accessible on any device,
without an app download. The hope is that groups
walking with their smartphones downtown will no
longer just be playing Pokémon Go, but learning
truths about local history.
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Figure 7 The seven self-guided ArcGIS StoryMaps walking tours in the Olympia’s Hidden Histories collection, pub-

lished by Evergreen students in 2022-2023.

The walking tours are a partnership with the
Walls Tell Stories project of Art Forces and Rachel
Corrie Foundation for Peace and Justice. Rachel
Corrie was an Evergreen student killed in 2003 by
an Israeli military bulldozer while protecting a
Palestinian family’s home from demolition in Rafah,
Gaza Strip (Rachel Corrie Foundation for Peace and
Justice 2023). To honor her memory, the groups
developed the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural,

depicting an olive tree with leaf images from com-
munity groups around the world, as well as waves
overcoming the Israeli “separation wall” (Olympia-
Rafah Solidarity Mural Project 2023).

The mural is next to the historic site of a Native
village forcibly removed in 1855, when a separation
wall (with log stockades) was built one block away to
exclude the villagers. The Walls Tell Stories project
seeks to deepen an understanding of settler colonial
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occupations at home and abroad, because learning
about “ethnic cleansing” in one’s own backyard is
critical to learning about similar histories in foreign
lands, and vice versa.

Tribal Partnership in Walking Tours

The mural was the starting point for the first walking
tour, telling the story of the original people of Budd
Inlet, the stocas (Steh-Chass), one of seven bands of
the Squaxin Island Tribe. A Steh-Chass chief signed
the 1854 Treaty of Medicine Creek, but the villagers
were removed from downtown during the ensuing
Puget Sound War, and interned on the Squaxin
Island Reservation (Squaxin Island Tribe 2018).

To accurately relate this story, faculty, and stu-
dents collaborated closely with Squaxin Island Tribe
leadership in project conceptualization, research,
and editing processes. Before embarking on the pro-
ject, faculty consulted with Chairman Peters, identi-
fying proper research sources, and establishing
editorial processes that set up deep tribal editorial
review of drafts with Squaxin Island Museum staff.

The Tribe was especially concerned that, despite
the historic presence of other tribes and bands, the
sovereign authority over Budd Inlet be identified with
the treaty signatory. Faculty and students arranged
key sites on the walking tour route to (as much as
possible) correspond to a chronological narrative of
tribal history. Native students contributed to the pro-
ject by producing original artwork on the histories.

The tours tell more recent twenty-first-century
stories, of how the Tribe has reasserted its down-
town presence in the form of tribal canoe journeys,
economic investments, art installations, community
festivals, place-name changes, and ecological resto-
ration projects, including the pending removal of
the destructive dam (Deschutes Estuary Restoration
Team 2022).

The 2022 public launch of the tours drew about
100 people to the mural, including the tribal chair,
Olympia mayor pro tem, and Evergreen president
(Figure 8). Students presented blankets gifted by the
Longhouse to Squaxin leadership to express gratitude
for their guidance (Grossman and Dalthorp 2022).

Squaxin Island Tribe Chair Kristopher Peters
commented at the tours launch:

I'm so proud of the students; they never cease to
amaze me ... . ’'m just so honored because there’s
a reflection of my people in there. It is so well
done, so honorable. Indigenous people have been
overly researched for so many years. We’ve been
misrepresented so many times ... and we get a
little cautious when people come ask us questions.
But 'm so proud of this work ... I want to share
it with everybody.

Among the first users of the project were a Squaxin
youth group who walked the tours on Indigenous
Peoples Day (Figure 9). The tours have also been

Figure 9 Group of Squaxin Island Tribe youth who
walked the “stacas (Steh-Chass): People of the Water”
StoryMaps walking tour in the Olympia’s Hidden
Histories collection, with faculty member Zoltan
Grossman on Indigenous Peoples Day, 2022.

Figure 8 The public launch of the Olympia’s Hidden Histories walking tours drew 100 people on 7 October 2022 to
the Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural, next to the historic stacas (Steh-Chass) village site of bascatx*ad (Bus-chut-wud).
Among the speakers were student authors, their research partners, and the Squaxin Island Tribe chairman, Olympia
mayor pro tem, and Evergreen president. Photo by Lindsey Dalthorp.
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Figure 10 Olympia water protectors blockade train carrying oil fracking proppants to North Dakota in 2016, depicted in
the StoryMaps map tour in the “Port and Fossil Fuels: ‘Water Is Life’” self-guided walking tour.

used to orient incoming Evergreen students to a city
that is unfamiliar to some and home to others who

nonetheless had never learned accurate local history
in their high schools.

Walking Tours on Twenty-First-Century History

In 2023, Evergreen student teams in “Taking Back
Empire: Political Economy, Militarism, and
Decolonial Movements” published three walking
tours on Port of Olympia connections to global
trade, militarization, and fossil fuels, covering activ-
ist blockades of shipments of Stryker armored
vehicles to Iraq in 2006 and 2007, and Bakken oil
fracking supplies to North Dakota in 2016 and 2017
(Figure 10; Taking Back Empire 2023). The class
tied these events to its study of oil wars in Iraq and
Standing Rock, educating students who were too
young to remember these conflicts.

Studies of settler colonialism demand

place-based solidarities—that is, relationships and
practices—that center both Indigenous resurgences
and more relatdonal approaches to settler colonial
power. After all, settler colonialism will not be undone
by analysis alone, but through lived and contentious
engagement with the literal and stolen ground on
which people stand and come together upon.
(Snelgrove, Dhamoon, and Corntassel 2014, 27)

The walking tours project intends to shine a light
on “places built upon stolen land, written into histo-
ries that erase Indigenous histories and whitewash
the violence through which this country was crea-
ted” (Smiles 2021). By educating residents on the
true histories and contemporary realities of their
state, Evergreen pedagogical projects can help
expose the imprints of settler colonialism, White
supremacy, and resource extraction, and tell stories

from below to help roll back the displacement and
dispossession that shaped the Pacific Northwest

landscape, and back up tribal goals for the return of
land and power. B
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