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Pacific Rim 
Indigenous artists

gathering at
Evergreen

Longhouse, 2017



WORKING WITH NATIVE COMMUNITIES

Guidelines from Center for Community-Based 
Learning & Action (CCBLA) Student-Originated 
Studies program working with Squaxin Island Tribe 
on Tribal Canoe Journey hosting, 2012. 

Evergreen students and 
faculty attend Drum and 
Healing Circle dance in La 
Push, Quileute Nation



Collaborations with Neighboring Tribes

Bushoowah-ahlee Point

Evergreen Regents:
Nisqually treaty rights
leader Billy Frank Jr. &
Squaxin Island Tribe 
Chair Kristopher Peters



Native Decolonization in the Pacific Rim
Three class trips to 
Aotearoa New Zealand, 
total of 55 students in 
2011, 2015, and 2018. 

Comparing NW treaties 
and Treaty of Waitangi

Working with Maori and 
Pasifika communities 
around North Island

https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan/wp-content/uploads/sites/358/2018/02/NZ.pdf
https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan/wp-content/uploads/sites/358/2018/02/NZ2015.pdf
https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan/NZ2018/


Indigenous research ethics

http://www.indigenousgeography.net/ipsg/pdf/IPSGResearchEthicsFinal.pdf

Students in “Catastrophe: 
Community Resilience in 
the Face of Disaster” 
present their research in 
the Quileute Nation, to 
reciprocate for the 
information that the 
Nation has shared with 
our students.



WASHINGTON
TREATY RIGHTS
Fish Wars between Tribes
& State / fishers, 1960-70s

Common ground of
tribes, fishing groups
began in 1980s vs. 
logging, sprawl, dams

State-tribal resource
“co-management,” 1989

SALISH SEA

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Washington Treaty Tribes of the 
Salish Sea and Pacific Ocean coasts



“Fish-ins” by tribes in 1960s-70s met 
with violent repression 

• Judge George Boldt ruled tribes 
retain treaty right to fish in “usual
and accustomed” places 

• Treaties are “Supreme Law of the 
Land” (Article IV U.S. Constitution)

Tribes can regulate themselves via
North-West Indian Fisheries
Commission (NWIFC)

Fish-Ins and 1974 Boldt Decision

State’
wardens
confiscate 
tribal nets

Judge Boldt

Nisqually 
treaty rights
Leader Billy 
Frank Jr.

As Long as the Rivers Run (1971) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvKgXV-_fF0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvKgXV-_fF0


Tribal-State Resource Co-Management 

1974 Boldt Decision led to 1989 Centennial Accord, tribal-state 
co-management to protect and restore salmon habitat.

WA Gov. Jay Inslee &
NCAI President Brian 

Cladoosby (Swinomish)
in Evergreen Longhouse

25-year commemoration
at Evergreen’s Longhouse



Indigenous decolonization healing watersheds and estuaries
throughout Washington state, to recover salmon stocks and 
begin to roll back the damage inflicted by settler colonialism.

Collaborative salmon habitat restoration



Nisqually Watershed Podcasts
9 podcasts on Nisqually natural & cultural
resource programs, by students in 
“Conceptualizing Native Place” (Winter 2009)

Tribe “lead entity” in salmon habitat repair
75%+ of Nisqually mainstem protected

Dikes removed to restore Nisqually Deltahttps://vimeo.com/manage/folders/9023249

https://vimeo.com/manage/folders/9023249


Culverts Case (Martinez Decision)
Federal court orders State to fix
under-road passages that harm fish
protected by the treaties, 2007-18



CLIMATE RESILIENCE
Climate Change and Pacific Rim 

Indigenous Nations Project studies
effects of climate crisis on Native cultures  

Faith Spotted Eagle, Rueben George, &
Tom Goldtooth at Indigenous Climate 
Justice Symposiums, 2015-17

Meeting with Tulalip, Maori 
climate change leaders, 2006



Native Peoples: 
Miner’s Canary of Climate Change??

“Indigenous Peoples are like the miner’s canary. When their 
cultures and languages disappear this reflects the profound sickness 
in the ecology.” (Havemann/Whall)

“You might be miners, but we are not canaries.” (Wildcat, Red Alert )



Xxxxxx

https://sites.evergreen.edu/IndigenousClimate



ASSERTING NATIVE
RESILIENCE:

Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations
Face the Climate Crisis

Edited by Zoltán Grossman
and Alan Parker 

Foreword by
Billy Frank Jr.

(Oregon State University Press,
2012)

https://osupress.oregonstate.edu/
book/asserting-native-resilience



Community Organizing Booklet



Cooperation in
land use planning

Swinomish working with 
Skagit River Delta
local governments on 
flood prevention/response

Local scale is where conflict or
cooperation emerge, affect policy
Stop waiting for 1 BIG solution--
encourage, fund & stitch together 
1000s of smaller local solutions Salmon habitat restoration 

in Nisqually River watershed



Securing water sources
Tribal water rights precede 
other uses (Winters Doctrine)

Tribes proactive before a
drought. Preparation = Survival.

Moving to higher-elevation water 
sources safe from sea-level rise. 

Nisqually agreement with Olympia on
higher-elevation groundwater sources 

Tribal Canoe
Journey water
testing with
US Geological
Survey 



Storing water for
flood, drought control

Water storage of snowpack
runoff in upper reaches to reduce 
spring lowland floods, release in 
summer low flows (Ghoghaie, 
MES)

Tulalip Beaver Project
reintroducing beaver to regulate 
streamflow for salmon

Warm Springs, Blackfeet tribes 
building Beaver Dam Analogs
to mimic precolonial containmentHigh Desert Museum exhibit

on beaver-based restoration

Tulalip Tribes relocate beavers
to build upriver storage dams



Adopting 
renewable
energies

KILI-FM,
Pine Ridge

Cooperate with non-Native
communities to reduce 

their GHG emissions

Tulalip Tribes & dairy 
farmers make biogas, 
keep cattle waste out 

of salmon streams
(Qualco Energy)



Indigenous Food
Sovereignty

Nisqually Tribal
Community Garden

Swinomish Tribe’s
Indigenous Health Indicators

Traditional foods healthier,
more resilient to drought,
other weather changes



Involving 
Indigenous youth

Mapping and planning
for community future 

Educating youth to be 
sensitive to natural world,
so they can recognize 
subtle changes (Merculieff)

BC First Nation youth
GPS mappers

Alaska tribal youth climate camp

Annual Tribal
Canoe Journey



Xxxxxx



Kayaks & tribal canoes
in Seattle “No Shell” action

Nez Perce block tar-sands
megaload equipment

FOSSIL FUEL RESISTANCE



Fossil Fuel Alliances
Shipping as the Achilles Heel 

of the fossil fuel monster



Fossil Fuel Connections website
Resource Rebels: Environmental Justice Movements Building Hope 

(Evergreen 2016)    www.fossilfuelconnections.com

Faculty: Karen Gaul,
Zoltán Grossman



Cherry Point (Xwe’chi’eXen) coal terminal

Coal port proposal opposed on sacred 
burial ground, historic reef net fishing 
site. Tribal Council burned mock check 
from company, asserts treaty rights.

“This is the home of the ancient 
ancestors and it’s up to us today to 
protect Mother Earth.” 
--Hereditary Chief Bill James 



Non-Native fishers & crabbers join opposition to coal terminal

“A celebration of the power of treaty rights to protect all of us, to 
preserve our lands and waters for everyone who calls this place home.”  
--Lummi Chairman Tim Ballew II

Army Corps of Engineers denies permit 
due to treaty fishing rights, 2016



Québec Virginia

Bakken oil train explosions

AlabamaNorth
Dakota



Standing Rock,
2016-17



Bakken oil fracking in North Dakota



Bakken oil fracking



Quinault leads 
“Shared Waters, 
Shared Values” 
rally against oil 

terminals in 
Grays Harbor 

(Aberdeen/Hoquiam)

Bakken oil port terminals defeated on coast



Interviews on alternatives to oil 
terminals, in partnership with 
Quinault Nation

Quinault
Nation

razor clam 
harvest



Oil fracking supplies
at Port of Olympia

Two blockades of trains carrying
proppants from Port to ND, 2016-17



TransMountain Pipeline
Doubling existing pipeline from

from Alberta to BC & WA, endangering
salmon & orcas in Salish Sea



“Thin Green Line”

Tribes & First Nations
lead opposition alliances

14 oil and coal port
terminals defeated in NW
coastal “chokepoint”

Power of treaties &
sovereignty centered on
protecting foods
(salmon, clams, etc.)



UNLIKELY 
ALLIANCES:

Native Nations and
White Communities Join to

Defend Rural Lands

By Zoltán Grossman, 

Foreword by
Winona LaDuke

(University of Washington
Press, 2017)

https://sites.evergreen.edu/
unlikelyalliances 





Stages from conflict to cooperation

• Native nations asserted 
treaty rights & sovereignty

• Rural white backlash for natural
“resources” (fish & water)

• Common outside threats emerged
from companies or government

• Cooperation to defend common place
and natural wealth

Ojibwe treaty rights 
supporters with drum, 1989

Wisconsin anti-mining 
alliance, 2002



Politics of difference and unity
Particularism
Emphasizes differences
(racial/ethnic/national identity).
Identity politics can generate conflict.

Universalism
Asserts similarities
(environmental/econ. common ground).
Unity politics can generate cooperation

Not necessarily in contradiction……..

Ojibwe treaty rights 
supporters with drum, 1989

Wisconsin anti-mining 
alliance, 2002



DAM REMOVALS IN THE NORTHWEST

Elwha Dam removal in
Lower Elwha Klallam 

ceded territory on 
Olympic Peninsula



REMOVING BARRIERS:
Restoring Salmon 
Watersheds through 
Tribal Alliances

by Evergreen students 
in “Conceptualizing 
Place: Pacific Northwest 
Native Art and 
Geographies” (Zoltán 
Grossman & Alex 
McCarty, faculty)

132-page free
online book, 2021

https://sites.evergreen.edu/
removingbarriers  



Dam Removal in
WA watersheds

Tribes & allies get dams 
removed on Nooksack, 
Elwha, White Salmon

Dam practices revised on 
Skokomish, White, Green, 
Nisqually rivers

Tribes back dam removal 
on Deschutes, oppose new 
dam on Chehalis



Columbia River tribes & 
fishing groups want four 
Snake River dams breached 
for salmon & orca recovery

Klamath River tribes & 
fishing groups secure 
removal of four dams for 
salmon & sucker recovery  

Dam Removals on
Snake & Klamath



5th Avenue Dam forms Capitol
Lake in Deschutes Estuary, Olympia

Removal of Condit Dam 
on White Salmon River





Xxx
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Olympia’s
Hidden Histories

ArcGIS StoryMaps self-guided 
walking tours of former Deschutes 
Estuary in downtown Olympia, 
by students in “American 
Frontiers” (Winter 2022). 

How settler colonialism displaced
Squaxin village, Chinatowns, 
Little Hollywood shantytown 
(by 5thAve. Dam), oysters, salmon
https://artforces.org/hiddenhistories

Faculty: Kristina Ackley,
Zoltán Grossman

https://artforces.org/hiddenhistories


DISASTER RESILIENCE



C O V I D - 1 9 • UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE• PAID SICK LEAVE
• UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF• STOP EVICTIONS
• FREE PRISONERS
• HALT DEPORTATIONS• PROTECT THE ELDERLY• FUND PUBLIC SECTOR• HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS• etc. etc.



Local disaster planning

Tribes & non-Native neighbors can only 
rely on each other in an emergency

Umatilla Reservation

Tribes as models to non-Native
neighbors in emergency planning 

Local and tribal governments
sharing equipment,  resources 

Quinault
Reservation

Quileute, Quinault, other coastal tribes 
moving to higher ground to avoid 

tsunamis, storm surges, sea-level rise



Indigenous
Nations &
Disaster

Resilience

Quinault
Move to
Higher
Ground

Maori
marae
civil
defence
centre,
NZ

Catastrophe: Community
Resilience in the Face 

of Disaster (Spring 2017, 
Winter 2020)



Contrasting
Survival Systems

Western society top-heavy
and centralized.

Tribes retain sense of
community, mutual

responsibility

Seattle store
shelves empty
before blizzard,

2019

Quileute Days
salmon bake, 2018



THE RESILIENCE DOCTRINE:
A Primer on Disaster Collectivism
in the Climate and Pandemic Crises

Zoltán Grossman, Counterpunch, February 2021
https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan/The-Resilience-Doctrine 

Part 1:  An Introduction to Disaster Resilience
Part 2:  How Disasters Can Encourage Social Change
Part 3:  Indigenous Nations Understand Disaster Resilience
Part 4:  Mutual Aid in the Pandemic and Beyond

https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/02/01/the-resilience-doctrine-an-introduction-to-disaster-resilience
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/02/02/the-resilience-doctrine-how-disasters-can-encourage-social-change
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/02/03/the-resilience-doctrine-indigenous-nations-understand-disaster-resilience
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/02/04/the-resilience-doctrine-mutual-aid-in-the-pandemic-and-beyond/?fbclid=IwAR2lS3qjCty9h6cfgjY2pKkgRB7ieo3cjC0rvPEetlQ3RzE6Phkk6Tmk75A


Pandemic cooperation

Vaccinations & Reservations
Vaccinations by county 2-14-22

Vaccinations & Reservations
Vaccinations by county (New York Times 2/14/22)
often correspond to counties with reservations. 



Pandemic cooperation



Evergreen’s “Catastrophe” undergrad class (Towfighnia/Grossman), with 
Northwestern University’s journalism graduates in La Push, Quileute Nation, 2020

Pedagogies 
of Hope



“We are all dependent on the health of 
our ecosystem, whoever we are and 
whatever we do. Once people 
understand this, we will all be able to 
join hands in dealing with the 
environmental challenges that face us.”

--Billy Frank, Jr., in Foreword to 
Asserting Native Resilience

Ojibwe water walker
Josephine Mandaamin
on Evergreen campus,

starting 2011 walk
from Salish Sea to 

Lake Superior 



Unlikely Alliances:
Native Nations and
White Communities Join to
Defend Rural Lands

(University of Washington 
Press, 2017)

https://sites.evergreen.edu/
unlikelyalliances 

Asserting Native Resilience:
Pacific Rim Indigenous 
Nations Face the Climate 
Crisis 

(with Alan Parker, Oregon 
State University Press, 2012)

https://sites.evergreen.edu/
indigenousclimate 

Removing Barriers:
Restoring Salmon Watersheds 
through Tribal Alliances

(with Conceptualizing Place 
students, online book 2021)

https://sites.evergreen.edu/
removingbarriers 

Zoltán Grossman, Geography & Native Studies, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA    
Web: https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan Email: grossmaz@evergreen.edu

https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan
mailto:grossmaz@evergreen.edu

