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The Uranium Wars in 
Africa-Part I 
b) Loll•n Grussm•n 
Zol1an Grossman works wilh the Black 
Hall> Alliance 

Fcor ye•us, lilt '""'lt<lf ryd<• ba~ 
pluyo·d oJ c101du/ rol~ ill globul polilic$. 
Nuc/,•ar reactors a111l we11pcmry hu~e 
buome the mcH/ Hwgllt·afler 
l~dlrwlog)' 011 elJrth, creatirJg i11tetUe 

COII_flic/S among !Wtions. ln . /he late 
1970's. a Siring vf milirar.v 
int<·rwnlions urountl tild fo.•or/d gove 
rir~ 10 r/IJims thai urunium, /he kernel 
of all roue/ear programs, may be WI 
iiiiJ'OfiJrll /ullor in >mr:. in the ThirJ( 
World. Whetl.er in Americ~: 
A a.Htr>Jha, or Africa, ur11nh4m mir•ing 
is t:UL'Jlliully u non ll'hitl! IJS!•L'. It IJCl.l· 
figured praminefl//y in nallona/ 
Slflogg/eJ Ofl eYU)I COIIIiflfnl. 

J or<ign <JIIIh'd O<'Cilpa/ions of ut 

lcaj/ ,;, Ajrit'ilfl ""''""·\ havt' btfn 
IHIJ\ed, cJirrt.•tly or i11d1rt,: Jiy, by 
\ anuu.3 IOurcl"S to the JS.Wt' of uraflium 
e1pluua1ivn. Nud<'~r Columalism on 
th< wni~~enl has b~er1 panicu/Miy at· 
trrbl4Ui1 tu 1wu n~c/c'(lf 1wnot1S, Smull 
.·l}nc<J and fiance Two A}rwm states 

tlt'Jif<ng nudt'ar srutus, !llurocco and 
Libyu, h••Yt also been acc11sed of 
thit.\lwg for uranHuti it' lheir llfmi!d 
am1exatioru of ;u;i~hborJ 'tt:rfltOf)'. 

nus jim of ;i•·• anicleJ will deal 

""" 1111esuch case in tiUrlh»'l'o'l Ajrica. 
Su/lseiJUet/1 an.cles will fur/her 
Ollelnpt 10 QILI'Wer the qlleHWrl "J1<r/ 

wbi.J1 ~a l.f.)Jil • ~·Qfa:.!'.l~; ur '?'" 

l.'lllt:SAII."'IU,:>j WAll 

war has been raging in the Arab na1ion 

of western Sahara. Formerly SpRnish 
Sahara, 1he tcrrilury wa> colonizcoJ by 
Spain until l'rauco's death in 1975. 
Sahara was then promplly invudcd by 
Murocco aud Maurilania and 1hc 
lerciloly divided betwecu the two. The 
anll·colunial organization, Polisario, 
dc!iamly dedaiCll an indcpendanl s1a1e 
thai was recognized by mo>t African 

nalions. 
The iniens" war between the· 

·Salwruwi and the two occupyiug forces 
was fed by OUISide SOUC<:cs. Polb;1rio 
directed a hit-and-run guc:r1 ilia' 
camp<lign from 1 iudouf, one of 1hc 
many 1<fugec camps in Algeria. 1\in~ 

ll ~ssan of Morm:ca rcdevtd lnilil ar~ 
aid fl um Shah flahlevi of Iran. 
Maurilania was heavily ~11ppor1cd by 
il 1$ rlollll<( colonial Ulastcr, Frauc,. 
The Uniled Stales, huwr.•·<r, rcpc~wJjy 
chli111cd Jh.:uualily in the cunflicl,, 

101 J97H, a ;;c:w dement was brou~bl 

onto 1hc scene. lntrntions of lacge­
s.:ale uranium u'.imng in the rc~1on 

were announced A method had bew 
devised to exuact the yellowcake 
uranium fcom pho~phocic aciJs. These 
arc round in phnsphalc rocks, whic~ 
arc the h!JSOII for UliY COUI\Uy'~ dC"s·irt: 
for wes1ell\ Saloara. M•uritauiai auJ 
especially Morocco, have their own 
phuspha1c mines. Bul adding the ri.:ll 
Buu-Craa 1cscn·cs of Sahara ~~·ouiJ 
make !hem lhe most immense on the 
.,; .. ~-. .. 

1he side of t-.laurilania_ The ac1ion was 
originally 10 1 'pruLt·cl" f\-f.lurilaniau 

.. lron ami urann-plinsphatc tescr-..cs. b,u 
/it J C~uh e cl in aclial ullads 1111 Sahono 
'itstl f. Frenc h j Ch bl'mbcd r .. lisau o 
posiliom wilh nap•hn, taking. olf rwm 
base~ iu Senegal Dl·spite th( air 

strikes, Mauritunia capuulalcoJ 10 

Poli"1rio in 1919, but t-.lorocco then 
luuk over lht entire terrilory. 

J.:iug ll;r.;san l1all perhaps realit.t!.l 
the Jouclc:~r valu< of Suhalit. Ill\ Jc1ire 
fur nuclear power wus fed by Fraucc, 
which was building a >cries of t>lilllll 
for 1\·tou;l·co. A conlrilCI was ncgu· 
uatcd wilh Wc>tinghousc lu build a 
qu an or-billion uollar utanium 

lJraolium \\ ars coni. on pu,:r II, 

Nuclear· 
Opponent Shot 
Dead by· 
Security }'forces 

Dio~dudv Dimaauo, of the 
Philippine> (wh<rc Weslinghou~e is 
building a n•acle>r) wa. rec·cnlly shot 
!lead hy security forces. The >hooting 
took place when lloc police were 
5Ccking lhc leaders of lhe anli-nuclear 
fliOVCnll'lll of the island Of ila1aan. 
Dimaauo huwc:ver was only 
syrupathilcr aud is. the: second 10 suffer 
this fa1c. In June 1978 Erncsto 
Nazaceno "disappeared" "llile in 
custody The NIH.' has ~ranted 

Wc.,in!:hou'c lht eAportliCCIISt fur the 
Phili~piue reactor. 

UrMnium Wuli com. from P:Oil" 4. 
concemrating plant. The possiblit)' V.·as 
1aiscd of Israel and the Sov1ct Union 
retieving •his new tcdmology from 
Morocco . 

Finally, Morocco had announced the 
intention of exporting up to :!,000 tons 
of uramum within twenly years; At 
CUilent kveis, this would make the 
1\ingdom the siuh-largcst uranium 
producer m the world. llut the 
qual!mire in Sahara wa.< irusu atingthe 
dfort>. Thr Ju11e, 191d issue ol Afncu 
mal\uinc ;pcculaicd on il•e•e events: 

"h is 1 hus e\"ntial for M<>rocco 
lo 1.:on:mlidu1e il~ .;omrol ~n·c:r 

the tcrni~H~ 10 pl't"\'0:111 a pro· 
J:; Algenan Polisa.na state from 
conun~ to power and controlling 
the>e resoun:es. Could the 

. p..ltcnt~al for uranium produclion 

G'11kbcn, West Germany," lhc ~lie 
of a uni4ue anti-nuclear protest, 
Twcnly lheology stuJcnts ha>c been 
o~.:upy111g the undc1 ~· uuud salt 
caverns where aulhotit;e' plan 10 Slace 
allunic waste , A make·:..hifl piOic:slcr 

villa~·: h"' sprung up along side lhe >ite 
ill >III•Port of the group. 

n ... vill<t~e. whi.:h has bcon I he >cene 
oi iJ.Illl-nukc prulnts for rnnmhs, is 
rcponeJ lu consi>t ul sume 50 new 

wooden llouscs and huls wilh a large 
arr;oy of flags, banners, and p>ulled 

slor.aus . Vi•iwrs s~ther a1 friend>hip 
llou>c ~>·here there is lilerature, dJily 
concens, and thea1cr prc>enlations 
The J"·mon\lralors have: vlli:..nJ their 
goals · a halt 10 ihe plodu.:rion uf 
atomi<.: wa~;ilts tlnough nuclca.- energy, 
a hall to drilling in tho saltmines, the 
withdrawal or police from the area and 
an cud tn lhe Ciln>true~ion of the 
teu1pn• ary sloragt site. 

from Sanar~n phosphates change 
the American secmiugly neutral 
anitude Jo rhe Sahar•n quesrion? 
Prime t-.hni>tcr Osman hmtcd 
this wheu he recently declared: 
'Why do you think that everyone 
is so 1ntercS1ed in the rale or South 
Africa'?''' • .. 

., 

One year later, President Carter 
suddenly announced massive ilrmi 
shipment' 10 ~torocm. 'lbcsc includ~ 
ro~o.'k.:ols, l:lr:-cuonic SC"nsors, helicopter 
~umhips, and Huey Cobra warplan~. 
1-ia~ announccmrnl, af1er the 1-.:.ing!s 
ta~cnver of all Sahara, &ave as th•· 
rca . ..,un ll.~r Ucnoundng ncuuuht)' &he: 
()0 ... \ihllil) l)f ,1 \1UIDt:t.:iHl_dCfl'al 

' (" 
)•nee th~ 1960's, •n ignor~d desert year J France inl crvcn cd 111ilitari~ on. . IC3 Reflective .Myl~\f Film 

The righlilll 1n~ re~ •~d lu thcl"111.1t.~-- -~~- .. ... ., . .. , . _ _ ' .. .. 
-·-·'r 
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tA:Yii ·SB~~ZN·/,.:~!fl/£1::·~:.~~CU::.:+ @r''* m:!DI ' ·, , ~Ia;~ t~'-,h~' urnnium·rich. ·m:untain caught i~~he middle. . •. ""' 
~ · · . • ~ · : : ._. 1 .• ,. ·. • :;• ·· . . 1;. · region on their border.' l_,l1 •) ;t · · The Qadha[i positron..,gn nuclear \· • " 

.•· ·; ;,: • • , • !"· .. - : •1 v· · •· . . ,, .. · ·· ,:,• ·.' :: :· In the past Libynn innucnc~ in Islam is by no means shared by all 
I • • o I , o lo I , •. 

0 
L •t I ' 

Tl U. · • · · w · ... 1'!.:.' : uranium-rid• Ccnlral Africa may ha ve : ot .. er "us 11n leaders. The, te - rani Om ·' ars , . to r :·: . ~_':,•IJctlll a COnlrlUIII 'i"!! fa ctor 10 lilcJ979 r~vol utionary gn_,·ernment of_lran has :---.. 
' " · · ·· ·:. ~ French mililnry imervcnllon there . The cancelled plans lor four U.S. reactors • ' Af • . . "' · '·' · c~mnlcts in the region require a closer ordered under th _e Shah's . regime. 

In rica (p t II) ·: > .', ' • examination o f 1. i byan domestic Nuclear power IS seen 1n Iran . . . . ar . '·- ... ', . I ! . policy, and~!;,'~ or the Islamic i)$ unnecessary in an oil-rkh nation, and 
/' '~ · , ; .ri• ' . •· <i • Politics or Colonel Mu'amar el· an unwelcome U.S. innuence. Egypt, 
~,· by ZoiiBn Grossm1n ,!:: , . . , , . • i'. , ' ••. · -'Qadhafi . however, is building a nuclear pl~nt (1~..,) 

· . '• ' '' " 1.' . ' " • . . AI home, Qadhafi has created all under U._S. at11p1ces. The Mushm _; f , For years _the nu_clear cycle -~as fXfllo'ttii iOII . Nuclear colonraiiSI/1 on ~• indepcndanl government dedicalcd 10 na11o~ Wllh !he sl~onge~t ~uclear' 
•. p~ayed a crucral role 111 global poht1cs. the _corrt1nent has beerr particu_larly ' the 'mltcrially and spiritually liberated commlllmen_l IS Pa~~slan, wh1ch has 
'. Nuclear reactors arrd weapo11ry have attributed to two nudear nalrons, man'. In rccenl years however his announced 11 s mlenuons to bu1ld an · 

1 : become the mo.ll sou~ht ":'after South Afrit'a and France .. With, of . . progressive policies' have been 'Islamic llomb' . This bomb, b_uill to, 

I :,;· technology 011 l'arth,. creatmg rnte11se cours~, th~ help of the Umted States · ovcrsll'dowed hy political alliances wilh cou~tcr the nuclear p~essur~s or lst.-1, 
;. conflicts among nat/oriS. In the late . , nwltr-nat1onals and fire U.S. • EmpQToc llokas. ld ' A min and Billy lnd1aN . and the Sovrct Umontmay be 

1 
. 1970's a string of military interventions · .. go~e;nme111. Two African states - Carl cr. Qndha;i~· ha's bern' called a the rc.;u lt or Libyan rolicy. 

around the world gave rrse to dorms desmng nuclear statu.r, Morocco and 'madman' by bo.lh Yasir Ararat and European sources ha\·e long 
·. than 11ranium, the kerrrel of all nuclear Lrbya, hove also been accused of Ayatollah Khomeini. suspected the exi stence of a 'uranium 
' programs, may be an important factor thirsting for uranium in their armed lly his own admission Qadhafi seeks funnel' from Lihya to Pakistan. This (. ,. 

.,., 
in wars in the Third World. Whether in . annexatioru of neighbors'territory. ~ .,' to dominate the • Frc~ch' uranium fear was hci~thtwcrJ by a 1979 incident 

• America, Ausrralia, or Africa, litlds of Northern Arrica . He sees a north of the French-ovmed Arlit mines 
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uranium mining is es1rntia/ly a non- This second article of a five part ·.· nuclear program as promoting the in Niger. An ore carrier truck of 
white /ssAe. It has figured prominently series dealing wlrlr uranium ·.:.'self-esteem' or Muslims, by furthering uranium was found overturned and its 
in natio_r struggles on every ~ontinent. developlnrent a11d confronlo!/on In .; Islamic military power, and creating a contenr.s missing .. Sp~:ul~tion_s spread 

Forergn armed occupatrons of at Ajr1ca concerns developfnent rn Chad : 'renaissance' of the advanced Islamic or a Lrbyan-Pak111anr hrJackrng. The 
least six African Nations have b_een · ; and Libya . . ':art thre~ wfll deal with : 'sciences of ancient Limc.s. Qadhari hijackers w~re n?t i_dentiried in a 
/wked to the Issue of uran1um France a11d lis ex-colonres . ·· ·. outlines his philosophical bcliers on the subsequent rn>el!rgauon, but other 

•:;:!::::!!~rrlZ::::::I:-~ .. suhjcct in THE SOLUTION TO TilE bizarre facts were revealed. Tne 
I:Xi,·'k "! t:::u;.,_;):" ·• - ,~":2:JJL:IW \lt:t!W&$i:W:!'41!tttil1tt . PROBLEM OF THE I::CONOMY: French stale wa~ forced to ad mil that it 

'I do not believe atomic weapons arc northerners, supported by Libya{! : ;SOCIALISM, his second 'Green has ~een supplying ~undreds of l~ns of 
good for mankind, hut we are victims. troops, ballling lllack southerners ''• ·Book'. uramurn to both L.'bya an~. Pak1s1an. 
or horrible terrorism rrom nations that suppqr!ed by thousands of French . : . 'The fact that we do not posses.1the Apparantly Pre!rdent G_1scard or 
have them. Is il unnatural ror us to troops . Yet when the Arabs achi<·vcd a ·, . know-how in al(lmic energy br 1 France does not orpme _th_err acces.sto 
w~nllo feel secure1 Didn't your bomb victory-of· sorts in 1978, both libya ' · technology has nothing to do with nuclear fuel, as ion~ as It IS on French 
come as a result or rcar7 Besides, we ~ - and France continued to inrringe on hlam . (page 10) Islam had opened the terms . The pulicy may be o.n effort to 
want nudear power for peacdul Cho.dian territory . ITiinds of Muslims in order to enable pacify the Libyan el forts at expansion 
reasons.' Th fl' • lhcm to harness the po-.ers of the into the French -dominated uranium 

-Colonel ~u'amar ei-Qadhafi e con. ret, centers on th~ 35 •000 univcrse ... anrJ place them in the service fields . 
Leader of Libya '. ~hu~~e t~r.'e ~az~u Strip . along , or man, for God has said th~y are in Meanwhile the war in Chad grows. 

. ~ s 0 1 ~rn ~onller \VI~h Llhya. ~~ ' the service of man. (page 23) ... We say A new civil war has erupted between 
. 15 1.n the Tlbesu Mountarns o_r tim that artiricial rain is wrong and r,oing the Arab •ictors in the conrlict, 

regro_n tha~ the lnrge tleposl!s of lo the moon is wrong . Muslims ~·l,ould particularly President Goukouni and 
uramum he, once cnnt~ollcd by · have been the first to do this.' (rage 24) his ri•al His sene Habre. In April or 
F~ancr., but now under _the. Libyan nag. It seems that thr Libyan French 19801 Paris announced the withdra-.fl 

·,. -

The Civil War in Chad, an isolated 
and ignored North African nation, has 
b~cn raging since 1966. It is probably 
the only war that is widely 
acknowledged, even in the American 
press, to be directly atlribulable to · 

Lrbya annexed the Strip Ill 1973, and ( connie! in North Africa is based simply of iu 1200 troops, but economir ' 
uns~ccess ru.lly nllempted to sei1e more on competition over the common domination of Chad continues. • t,' ' w~: .. } · 
temtllry Ill 1979. The London desire to control the atom. II is seen The war promises to b~ long and ~ranium. 

/ · The mUitnry .situ ntion In the fnrmer ' 
'French colony·, h : ' lmmcn~e ly ' 
cu mpllc~lcl.l . Troop$ ln'YulvcJ at ~ J'rum 

" · Libya~ f-)'ancc, Nigeria altl l J• difrercnl 
t.:h:::lf!O\ 'fJcl I ems ~ . The "Con nicl h:u . 
.istorically been that or . Arab 

.. ., ~E.LJ)S 

Obs~rvcr (April IS, 1979) saw ils repeatedly nround the world that inconclusive. It remains As a good 
~o~ 1v~s clc1trly:. ·: .. · support of-and oppnsition to- nudr.ar lesson l o !he world o.n l he 

'The Libyans, having armed and power transcends political and cons~qucnc~s _or a nuclear pohcy that let• 
.- helped various rebel leaders in the pJsr, .•religious dil rercnccs. The tribal . . . nothmg get'" us way, .. , 
· are. now .~cen as wanting to cash in on peoples, in the case of · Tibc~ti the Zoltan Grossman works with tht' 
thc;ir credit, while makin~ sure ur their nomndic Toubou trihc, are often Black Hills Alliollt't. ' 

, Ap1>ropriate 
· .. ........ Hloev Grou11 r 

.If"' --...A~--·!"r''1 r~ · :J.J' , .• ~~ 
d, ... ·-··-f. 
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.,.Tite UB:anium War~ · i11 ··_\~,~;!:~; 
, . . ; forceful Ul>holding of the status quo 

," .,: :·.: has created the "best of all possible 
worlds" for the nuclear industry. 

The French mining industries point 
1o the per-capita yearly income of the 
Gabonese, the highest in Black Africa, 
as proof of their "policy of well­
being" towards African<. Yet, the 

, t '• ' :, :; : / '" 1-!-.~ ~ ':'-· ~.' • I •'' ._, • I · ~··• •:; .- • . : ~ · • t /:~·~." •o 

-~Africa:·:· Part-··I~ FI~aiice >_:_ ~ · _ .. .,. 
.. · ,' 

By Zollan Grossman 

The French colonial empire once e~-
' tended across the northwestern one- ; 
j third of Africa. The domination by one ·. 
., country over such a diverse and r 

massive territory was doomed to j 
failure, and the colonies disassembled t 
in the 1960s. But the empire did not ~ 
die. Economic control over the people 
and rrsources has remained firm, and 
in certain cases grown. One reason for· 
this historical reality may be an in- . 
creasing thirst for nuclear fuel. ' 

The French go\'crnment 's nuclear~ 

commitment is the strongest of any in~ 
the world. Afler the near-melt<.lown in : 
central Pennsrh ania, President Valery 
Giscard d'Estaing went on national t 
television to announce thai the~ 

buiiding of reactors wouiJ be speeded : 
up. His administration has "sue-; 

' cessfully'' commenced fast-breeder· 
reactor ami nrutron bomb programs. : 
By 1985, SS percent of French energy~ 
output is e~pected to be nuclear. This : 
new eorne·rstone of domestic and · 
foreign policy has only one weak point. 
There is simply not enough uranium at 
home to fuel a nuclear progrnm of such 
magnitude. The only place to turn is to 
the African mine5. 

Out of the former colonies, clewn 
ha\'c uran1um deposits. These arc 

·Niger( the sixth t~rr.cst producer in the. 
• world), Algeria, Mali, Morocco, Togo,· 

Tunisia, Sene!!al, Gabon, Centrnl 
Africa, Mauritania and Chad. It i~ the· 
!~Iter five that are among the nations 
"lent armed support" from Paris. The 

1 · ·• - ·. mining has created severe di<rarity in 
becoming to France what Persian Gulr , President Giscard couldn't have 1been incomes, and the emeq~encc of 0 

oil is to America, with even more " happier. After a!l', two of his relatives "super-elite" in Gabon, Among this 
definite _military consequences. _!he .· ~re involved in uranium exploration 1 class is the Presidrnt, Omar Bongo. 

. Director of the International Peace m the country. Every cover of the Party ncw1paper 
Research Institute in Stockholm agrees · But two events convinced Giscard to Dialogue displays a large photograph 
that "n major reason for con1inuing '·. unseat llokassa in September 1979. of Bongo, "hether at his hinhday 
French presence in Africa may he to ~: One was a massacre of 100 party or at the White House with a 
secure uranium." A report frorn Paris ;, schoolchildren in the capital city of beaming President Carter. llongo has 
Friends of the Earth cont ends "the'·· llangui. The 8- to 11\-year-olds were recently been moving away from Fren-
concordance between the foreign , slain in the prc,encc of the Emperor af- ch control, wishing more trade with the 
policy of the French government and ··. ter they protested an "imperial decree" U.S., Britain, West Germany and 
the search for an unfailing supply of to buy cxpc1•sivc school uniforms. The South Africa. Gabon, a.~ one of the 
uranium appears to us to be Oagrant." '.' second incident was Bokas,a's ofler to most uranium-rich countries in Africa, 

The past two years have seen French ,., Libya, France's chief rival in African will continue to be a pawn of nuclear 
troops and jets help three rfgimes hat- nuclear affairs, of n military base and powers for some time to come. 
tie independence movement> in their spe<:ificall)' of a chance to exploit Ccn- In the former West African colony 
uranium regions. In 1978, Mauritania , tral African uranium. The first event of Senegnl, I ,200 French troops 
fought the Saharans, and Zaire over- embarrassed Giscard, the second an- remain. While the uranium derosits 
powered the Katangans. A continuous !agonized him. within the nation were certainly not the 
war has been waged in Chad against ·, ., The French military swiftly moved in initial reason for continuing or-
Islamic seraratists. These connicts will and replaced Bokassa with David cupation, they may be a reason for the 
be dealt with in other installments. It is ' Dacko, a ruler more firmly under the lack of any withdrawal. The potential 
in three uranium countries, Central control of Paris. He immediately moved d"vclopmenl of uranium may also be 
Africn, Gabon and Senegal, that the .. to prevent political freedoms from mcd as a lever by the Frtnch gover-
Frcn~h army has been· permanently ' returning. The Dangui schoolchildren nment to hal'e Senegal cooperate in 
stationed. As the only foreign armed -. took to the streets again, to protest French military de.•igns in other 
force involved in these nations, France against the new dictator. This time they Arrican uranium countries. For instan-
has brought down the. full brunt of ! were mel by Frcf!ch paratroopers in cc, the French air force used bases in 
nuclear colonialism. · · com hat gear, In replying to criticism of Senegal as takeoff points for napalm 

The Central /1. frican Rerublic under forei~n domination, Dacko exclaimed: strikes on guerrilla positions in the 
.the Jespol Jean-i.lcdcl llokassa has "The l·rench troops will stay for ten western Sahara. Senegal, as well as 
been one of the world's sad<lesl stories. years if necessary." Gabon, also sentlroops to Zaire to aid 
After a brutal decade as a President Of all the nations on the African the French against Katangese 
with fnll French backing, llokassa continent, Gabon i.1 probably the mo.-;t separatists. Senegal is very much a part 
decided in, 1976 to cnnvert the " dominated by foreigners. The small of the, va~t, interlocking net"ork of 
"Republic1' into an "Empi re ." In a· Wc~t African sti!,te has been called the African uranium alliances . 
country with a per-capita annual in- "most eco110mir.c·lly exploited by over- The positions of the anti-colonial 

·come of Sl94, he had a lavish S22 seas companies." The mini.>tries, organiz.atiom within these nations 
million "coronation," all French police, presidential guard, businesses, towards the sullject of uraroium mining 
money. During this era, the only major schools and banks are all controlled by - itself is not well known, as it is in 

/ 

altitude of the French public has been 
.. D,-u"..,of- and, uncon~erned .. as~the 

• historical U.S." rub lie attitude towitrd. 
;· interventions in Latin America. But the · 
., facts arc simple: wherever there is a 

issue discussed between President' Frcncll lllen. This domination is evell Nnllllbia . The commo rl ____ jp ll r rn or 
:Gis,ard; nr!d: -Empe1 or-· Bt'k :i,s ~n'"" waS.:..- .. · grentcr.than ill the· L'l'•l.:miol t:r:r.:--5~0 · "iiiiilliig'ex1sts ~I hrour.\iu\ilfl. ifi;·,,;:i\,;; . .-~ii'"'hu.._ __ _ 
how much·· uranium' Nucltar Fmnce French troops and odvi~_rs remrun rn the world: a steady deterioration of 

·/ uranium war on the continent, French 
troops or transport arr there. 

At home, only 95,000 tons of 
uraniurn ore arc available, 2.2 percent 
of ~lobal production. Yet through the 
mining activities in Afric:t of French 
indu<try (pHticularly 1\linatorne nnd 
Cogcma), France contfi.iTSlO--jierccnt 
of the global output and 10 percent of 
"reasonnbly assured reserves." A ., 
November 1979 article in Stern 
maga1.ine (West Germany's Life) is 
adamant that African uranium is fast 

would receive. ,. ' ,.,. on exclusil'e zoue. health. sovereign rights and economic 
One expert, Samuel Ochola, has The cause of this continttation of well-being. The further expansion of 

stated in his book J\.fi11erals in African colonialism is very clearly the .=xtrcmc ~:the French nuclear program can only 
UndudeveltJpment that Ceutral Africa t ichnes~ of Galloucsc mineral dcp'?~its,~"1o'.re~ult in more violence again~! those 
" may one dlly be one of the major ' iudmling ~CI'CII·tcl\(hs of I percent nf unfortun nt ~ enough to live iu uranium 
producers of uranium in the wolld." the entire world's uranium. In 1971 tcnitMv. 

·' ,r!i. 
with tlr~· .-t ·· : 

There arc an estimated 20,t~)0 Cnns in. the ~ovcrnment commenced n tour- ?nlton Gro<smrnr works ' ~ ;_:] the Jlakouma and Mpatou mines, : year, half-billion dollar plan to develop D1~nk lfillsA/liance. 
possibly yielding up to 500 pounds of. i it~ resources of manganese and r . 
uranium cQncentratcs~ II. mnjor · ;' uranium. A 1972 estimate indicated 
agreement ~ignc:l with Boka < ~a in 1975 ~ thnc arc 2.6 million exploitable tons of 
promb ed the French Atom jc Energy" ~· Ole in the ccuutry. While uranium is 
Commission onc.-th inl of the payoff- I not the primary resource in quantity, it 

. ; with Central Africa and 1hrcc "private ;; is the fastest-growing in importance. 
compnnies" dividing the rest. · A.< throughout the entire continent, the 

1981: P•ttl..lt..,_t M;tlrrra...( 

wi II 110t ~ .. It '""'' '"'~• 1;, 
So~+h A-fn·c• ..J C!: ort~t:.l,f!J Vr.!fl,t'l-4.1" 

S•l•·• t, rr-~,, "" ~~. F"""~ 
f''Ut.~t< '" Mr1e . ..- · 

. .I 



Uranium JVars in Africa (Part IV) 

.Racism and Uranium Mining Link Hands-
by Zohan Gro .. ,man tanl.:.s would k u•e'lcss ;~nd tht· indus-

For-yrars thr nuclrnr r;rlr ita< plnwd t ria l i>t'd l'(iant would stop dc;.sd in irs 
cr CTunal rol• 111 global pol1lie> . . lu rfrar u:.~c l: • . 
uactors and u••aponry ha,•r buomr th• As this realil\' ~"' C<Hnt·s clt-ar, two of 
most sought-,;fta ralwoiogy 011 tarth, the 1'-'r.~"•' orgC~lli<C~<iuns fiKhtingap'-'r· 
Cl'cahng inttnst corafiicb Dn1011~ nalion.s. lht'"iJ ~IH' chan.~ing tht'lr s.tr4.1tegit'".s.. In 

In thr lat~ J9i0s a strm~ of mihtary Sou1h A!rican-occupiffi Namibi'-1, thl' 
inur.·~ntlOtiS arout~d tl.- - world gm•r South West AI ric" J>eople's Organil<1· 
,;._to clamu that urut~•um, th• lu·m~l tion (SWAPO) is locustn" on th<' \'il~l 
of all nuclrar program.<, may bt an uranium fidel at Rossing.ln tht Rt•put..­
lmpurtnnt fa<· tor i11 wars i11 thr ThJTd lie or South t\!rica (RSA) itself , rh~ Afri· 
World. lVh~thn ;,. Amaica, ."'ustralra can National Congr.,ss (ANC) is con­
ou{{nra. urnn•'um m m m J:: i> ~ssn>t in ll )' centr<Jtin~ much of its wrath on th<· 
cr non · tl'luu usru. lr hal Jiguud prom- gav~rnmenr ' s SASOLSynlul'is Progr'-'m. 

_ .in~ntl y in national s~rugglc.s or. e·F~')' The gov~rnmrm'• rush to reptile~ 
~ continf'nt, - 4 " '?.:., ~ "' • • ·• " .. ~ - - · ............. . Ir-.~ni4.1n oiJ Jed it to .s i.,frfil~l·dlftract " ·ith 
, . Fcrrs_gn a:rmr_d occupat ioll .t u{ ntl~a.st the l i.S. Fluor Corpor:Hion 10 build the 
. su: Afncr.n nnt1on.< /tape buu l•_nAr~ tu larg.,sr synfuels r .. ciliry in the world . 
o_,r ISJI.U oj ~ T~tilt.cm ~xplotftliOII . Loc-""'" !IC:Oif Johannesburg. the gig-dn­
Nud.nr colonaa./J.vn orr tlu rontrncnt ric' SASOL plilnt is testimony to rht· 
/rru brrn .P~rrtwula-rly 11/l ributrd to two tt'C'hnologitOJI strength of the state work­
nurlrnr TJnllorLf, South AfTH'II IIItd Frnnr t'. ing in conj unnion with Westl'rn finanu· . 

·- .. 
AFnlCJ.. $in~~ 1~78 -

U.EHCH ~ILITA.Ol'f 
lNVOL.V~Jroe(llliT 

$0~ A.FRICAN 
MlLlTAit'( I~V'(M~WT' • ll'rth, of t ours~. rltr hrlp of tirf' U nstrd SASOL:slsomc;rns thai thcwhitl'minor· 

' .'ilnres multi-llat• o na L! nndth r£1 5 . g ot•· iry may be ~bit' ro crush <~ny m<~.jority 
•' erlam~ul . Turo A j ru ·n11 .ft nl·f'S drsrnug ft'\O!I wirh she-er ~ prolonged forct". · 

nw-lenr -.Lai JL<, I\1 ororc·o m ull.<hyn, lrm•• . . . . . . • 
• _-:-- -:aLso bull anus~d of th i r.<lirag {or ura- ' ·.; Wttti t~l~>-m mmt.l,thc ~NC illl~ckcd 
-. "'. · · ,. ium rn thd r nrnuci "'"'""ation < of the heavrly ·guardt-d hiCtlily 111 june. _ 

:·. ·:<:·:,' ru·i,qlrboT'! rcrntory. - • ; , ,, ::-.1 ; ••. _. . 1980. ~It succet'dffi in destroying rwo 
-. • .-- T br f nllu: ,•i•tr; n rt•' /~. fuurth rn 11 .ti ~- sror;s gt· tanks , but the stratey;ic factories 

Ut!DU 

t-IOTCI 

UR~NII.J"' t>EPO~ 1.,-$ 
(LIQH1'" To SIGr.tot:'lt ... NT) 

o,a t:1u Jn t< ... t...~41 n:•~" of 
~,,.,. ~..H t,.. .... ~.- hoop• 

.. · 

part :srrlf'S, d~nL< uuth tlu• mnr111rr i11 rem~im-d int;.srt. ··· - .. .. . 

Tht· action m;;y·h;~ve bt:,:;," rhC:· OJ~": 
ing shot in an dfortto cripplt' \\'estt·m­
built intlus11 ies that <tre M'rving <~p<~r­

lf onl' thing has l><·t•n kaJnt'1..! fromtht· tlwid's inlt'H'Sl>. This fi"h' ma) ''""" 
South A!rit~l of the I!J70>. it is that t'>;lt·mi to the RSA "'" lt•;Jr p10~1am. '" 
'~""lear Energy anLl :\p;arthriU;.ue iw,(:p;n ~ tin: inl.pon uf \\'estt·rn H.'( hnolugy mul 

wllids tlr~ mi~tanl urn11ium cu11truLt 
tlir fatf'.< of tlu South .~fric fill ttlld :Vnm­
ibiart IJroplr. 

f,.."' 6rf'\;.-, ,.,..~,...-~~, GwP•"J 
.• • M.rc- ... ;., ...... u,.f ¥''~f:o~f\et- . 

·c~l .. "n .. c4 T~,;i.,;c~ 1 
- · -
., 

nut lt-;rr pmgram. but ;slso th;sr the in­
du,rry itsdf may not grow. 

A numht•r of <·ountnt-s h:r~c lx't·n 
bit". For tht.' r.Jcist Slate.· tO sur'\·ivt', h .. I I . I I f 'd I. 

nt't-ds to h<~V<' em·r.~v. st•lf-sufficit'ltC)'," t'XJI<'rllst· "" mat,. ll >ott onm ;tult• .tniwly t·xploiting the roc:rves o[ bOih 
-~ a1HI <Tucial in tht· l!ltiU.,, N '!' 1 1 RSA Th · h solidn:portbase.amlmilit;rrysupt·rior- · amrHa ant 1 It' · • t·)· <'II t·r 

.. ity owr lht· n·st nf A!rie~J. his a wdl - Tht· 'pro"n·ss' nf the· RSA pro~-,rr.lln importthl'ur.mium.orown;mtlopt·r.rw 
known [;11 1 tluuughoJCt Afr i<:o . ;urd p;or- has i>C't'll <hw l;rr~dy w tedmic;;d 'kill. the mim·•· Thl' multi-nariun;tl corpor"­

·tinaJarly in N~u;1i1Ji~t. South Africa's ~rJu.· gruv.rth of Suurh Afric;ul skiJJs in tions "'·lthin both countrit·s ;.1n· [rom 
·ht-f~hbOi--ici'rht·· nunhwt>lil~ 1Ji;i,-lib•~ -:- tht· ru1dc;ar CieJd has bc.'t·n the.· n:suJt nf--~Briwin. Fr..ln<·t·, \·\"~t Gennany. Iran 
~"ft~u~ aa~d. ut.h~r ei "~'" ''·•"! Tt'Sc~ur<:t:~ will~- ll~ t.' \\'~st. ' s t"tiu~-;uinn ~~\d ;ulvkl·~ : ... ::·.::· ,: (bc.'fort• .J97M). Holb~1t..l. J:~p. 1 u, ~.o..~nada 
c-r~c .... ~ •.n t'nUI~l).!; ":' "11~' lnlnonty rul~-- ~ .. ........ \Vt:Sit"~H loans Cor tltt' ~(HJth AlnGll\ &\1Hl lhl' llnitc..-d St.;.tH'S (llni(~~ c~~Qi tle 

fht llll~>Ori.IIH' th.ll South AI sse:• IIlii h·:sr rndustr)' haH·I><'t'll ""' lllnt•JIIt•d in l":amihia . Exxon in South xr.f'r., ):!n 
plat'l'S on lis <'lit' I~)' future· ht't':Jillt' ,.,.,_ . I· 1 . ·k . 1 19' 1) · J •I · · · · 
_, 1 · . . ·" .sr J.t< '" I It' ·'· s. p<nttnJ a1 l' add111nJ'. !kl~usm and Swnzt'rl:lllu liS<' 
Ul"lllO.Ifi<.'T t H.·lraUI;&II J("\' OJUtiOJl, wht·n r G . I l' . _, s ,_. . . . 
1\0 10 90 )t'f <Till of rhc n;nion's oil 10111 ·•:rm.my.t It' · JIUt'l..l . talt·>, .-r;~nce South :\fncan lJWilllJm : 3lllll s .. -,'tlen 
supplrwa!,uddl'nl'·"utoff.Tht·"m't'Til- ;mtl BrH:un . In the f•t•IJ ol ur.ltllllln Ollltltlll'Smit·rllnionimponNamibian 
nu-nr lht·u dc..·c:idni lo cnuliuu~· in i h rniniug, the R."A i!\ ~q.Jparenlly count- \lliUHU11l. 

t'lll'W}' f>C>licy ,,,.,,,,,.,,,,,, .. r!J!III\' ('\'!'IY- in); on l'Xpotlin ,t.; IIlli( h of its 17 p<·rn·nr s ,.-AI • . r· I r . . ,., . out! nca s rrst mar t~rr ani II)', 
thing" il h~•U nuo f1H' lllH il'~u indn.,rr·,· of ~.doh;d Jl'~: ·n·t·s in r·xr h;nlg-t• for nuc h-~u lht' t " ... ·iu rt·s c.·~trdl H·anot~ !l;.l!ari l u.nd :l, 
<~ndtht• m;HH!Lanun· o["syn[ul'i"(S\' 11 ·- lt·<hrmlo~-,")·.Asropromiuin~inirsH·JJi- tl · 

1 
. · . W<'rt· <·on•lrUt'll' Ill Ill' mrJ-I!)(iO> by 

tl~t•tic lul'!. tleriwd frons rht'lfiii\<'!Sioll l<lt ie·s uol on I~ implit•s th;u the· RSA thl' Allis Chalnwrs Carp. ufMilw;su~t·t·, . 
n! <nal 1<1 oil). \\'irhour h~t·lthe ;llm)··s would 11111 lw 01hlt- 10 fu<'l its own Wi,consin. Tlw iinisl'd Sr;w·.:ulll Il<i -

NORTHERN SUN 
MERCHANDISING 
A wide selection of !-shirts 
buttons and anti nuclear, 
alternative energy 
materials, including bCY.lks, 
records, posters and lots of 
free literature . .• 

T-SHIRTS 
TURN ON Til F. SUN· beautiful four color design on tan, It. blue, gold, 

-~d or blu~ . Sb.SO each• 

NO.RTHf:RN SUN ALLIANCE· two color design (our logo) on bl;~ck, 
brown, red, tan, lt. blue or purple. S5 .50 each. 

QUL."iTION ALJTIIORITY ·white on bla.:io. , blue, blad:. on red . Still 
only S3 .SO each. 

Chlldrens' siz.o - red or blue S4.00 e.:.ch 
&by shirt - 6 asst. colo n available SJ .50 c~ch 

SURF:, I"M A M .~RXIST • btt f'th<oto black n n red, lllll, yellow or h 
blue. S5.Sll each. 

t;,in ha\'l'ahosupplic-clt•nrrcht'tl (u.-1 for 
S.af:.tri; .. ran(t' 01nd (;t: rtnaH\ (a c. orpor;1· 

tion <~JIJ,~I ' "'uk,·I'T\) haye·supplit~l.-quip· 

111<'111. S;rl;~ri ''''IS tht· In st11nport;r111 sll'(J 
lU\\'OIId!\ il lllltiC'ar pnwt'I prn.~r~uu .;urd 
\\'t•apon' r·;•p;thilil\' ror Snurh Ah ir.t . 
and it u·rnaiu\ sn tntl;tv ~ 

Thc- Kew:ht• t~; rwin-Jt'al'lrn pmn·r pl;uu 
i~~ t•xpcnetl In ~u on lint.· in ~~~:!-j. 

Local!'d "''" CIJ>t' Town. it is bt·in~ 
!Juilr h) a Frt·n< h <OIIM>rtiurn, with 

'Winter Clearance Sale 

Up to 40~o OH 

freewheel bike coop 
...,._, .., ~ .. ·' ~ ....... . 
~ .. ,,_. ~, . '·''' 
we .Jor " ~ •" ' "• > 
01 ,.,~ ~.., J l r:ro ( .J 

~~·• · ' ~ .. .... ,. • .....: ,,.,.r:J 

;.. 

. ·. \ 

\\'esringhouM~ (l;nitl'tl States) pru\'id­
ing rhl' design ;.sml lld~;ium anJ ]C~pan 
pro\ iding other as.iswnce. B~hcock 
&: \\'ilrox, the finn which desi~n.-t! the 
Thrt·c Mill' lsi:. uti pl.nll, prm·J<kseqenp· 
mt·m [or Kod>t'r.l?; (;.snJ ful'l [or S;af;.sri-1 ) . 
Tht' plutonium 10 lw producl'd by K""­
berg coult!. with the proper faciliri.,s,lx: 
fashion~tl i ~ !_O, '-' n«dc;.sr bomb. u~lO>;•t 

.~Tht' most Con irou·rs.i~.d aSpt"< l of the 
RSA progr"m fs th.- \'almd:lb;c·i'd inc.l;.Jb:o 
cornpk-x ne:sr Pretori:s. The d~\·elop­
Jnt•JH or this ur6Jnium enrirhrru:nt prn­
jt•U is an effort by tht' indusn' w 
lwcorne complt•tt~l) sclf-comain r.d, ;o bt· 
;.sblc to enrich Suuth .-\frican uranium 
in South Africa. \'t'ry ft-,, coumrit·• ha\l· 
this I<'< hnology. as it i< tht' final stag<' 
nt't·<.ku in nwnufacrurin~ wt·at>Ons-~-,rr.•dt' 
uraniuut. Pl'linuaha. put on lint· in 
19itl. umlt•rt;rl"'' rhl' urantlllll lll'x;.s· 
fluor idt· sta~t· of t'llrichnwnt \'alinJ:sb;t 
l>t·~;ant·nrichin~ in I!J'i5.;stl<l in I !.lSI i f 
is to I><· t•xpandt'd i '""a !uli-><;dt· com­
mere i:d l'nri< hmt'nl facility. Th<' \lni ­
tt'cl Sr;m·s has supplil'd l.B.,\1. ""npu· 
tt'r> (or tht· <·omple·x, aml Swill.l't lantl 

(J>t'rhaps "'"' Japan ;~nd Fran«•) 1.:'"' 
supp1i('d t"<JIIlfHlH 'Ill. Hu1 Jt i~ \\'t':tl 

Gt·rmanY th:Jt h;" ht•;J\·iiY ;ritl•·d in tht· 
t'Ut it )IIUC"UI prrw:·e~s. as donUHl'Oit'c.J by 

Zdt•nl'k Crn·enl..;~ ;,ml R;rrb;ua Rugt·rs in 
tlwir he~>k. Thr Nrul~ttr A .,i> . TIH· ft-<.1 · 
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t•r;tl R~puhlic 1101 on!\' prm·idnl h<":l\ v 
nainin.c; and ;1~\i'r~nu t". hu1 ~uppllt·d 
~ophi~tic-Jtrd n·nrrif u~al lt•chnnln.~~. 

With thi• t..lesi);ll. the RS.-\ is "'"II on 11s 

w~y to :1 nuclt'~T C'JfJJhilllv lnl<'rt'"· 
in!':ly, Ct•n· .. nb anJ Ro~crs transbtt' 
the Zulu h'ort..l 'Pdiuc..bba' as "\l'r Jon't 
wlk Jboutthis ~uymur ... " " 'hik '\'~lin· 
uaba' transblt"S imo "\Ve uon't r;dk 
Jbout thts Jl all ." 

In the 19~0s, the mo5l \'Ulner~bk 

'""men1 of the South African nuclear 
fuel cycle is at the (rom t·nd-in ura· 
nium mining. Most ol the uranium 
within the RSA is t>xtr;tcteu from exist· 
ing ntines, since ur.Jniu1n nc3rl y .J.h .. ·a) .s 
occurs with gold or copper. But in 
Namibta, still called South We>! Africa 
by the occup) ing apartheid lorces, the 
Rossing uraniurn n1int- l~ys daim to 
being the largest in th<' world. This is~ 
eruct~ I fanor in the ongoing civil w~r 
there. To understand l'o:Jmibia, onr has 
to understand its history and its rela­
tionship LO the United Nations. , . , . 

In 1966,the UN withdrew thr League 
o( :'~lations mandate given 10 the South 
Africans alter the First \\'orld \\'ar, and 
dec bred the imernational st:He of :\'ami· 
bia. The UN Council for Namibia was 
set up as the legal government, and 
S\\'APO was recognized as the repre­
sentatiH~ of the 1\:amibian people. Yet 
the RSA continued its occupation with 
tens of thousands of troops. In 1974, the 
Council issued UN Decree#!, making it 
illegal for a nation to- exploit or use 
Namibian natural resources. As a result, 
all uranium shipments out of Namibia 
are done clandestinelv. 

In 1979, Franch a~d South African 
planes flew the uranium LO France sec· 
retly (>·ia Gabon. Zaire, and the Ivory 
Coast). In January, 1979, one flight was 
intercepted over Angolan territOry by a 
MiG jet fighter. It was ordered to land, 
but a shon time Ia ter the order was mys­
teriously cancelled. Under the Decree. 
Angola would havt> been supported in 
an effon to "seize and impound" the 
shipment, yet one of the RSA's !oremoSI 
enemies gave the plane '"full permission 
to overfly." Why was this? One reason 
may be the presence of ur.Jnium on 
Angolan territory, but anotherexplana· 
tion given by one SW APO source was 
t~.e pressure exerted by the ~m·&et Union . 

. ~ · which has a direct fin:mci~l stake in the 
·if ~-'"""\~ ,4-~ ~urc..~nium. Tht' Angola iucLdt'nt is 
.; certainly indicati,·e of the Slr~nge alii· 
·•l ances in African uranium wars. By 1980. 
l the ur:mium !rom Rossing was being 

--~ shipped by sea 10 ~ Bclgi<Jn port. 
· 

1 
In June, 1980, l'ni1<-J ;\;ations hear· 

l ings on Namibi<Jn urauium ...-~re held 
j in New York. ;l.lulti-nat&on~l corpora· 
i. tiom exploiting Namibi<J came untler 
J sharp;:Htack by the participants. in par· 
-~ ticular, Rio Tinro Zinc, an inf<Jrnous 
j corporation with strong link. to tl11· 

. ...: British ~o\'t·rnmt·nt. \ .. 'a"' t~.u.~t·u·d a~ rhe 
~ bugr:-:>t shart'hnldl'r i11 Ro~-..rng. Around 
1 4:l pern·rotoltht·Brtrt-hr·i,iJiannutkar -J program is fueled by r-;amiiH~n ura· ·. :
1 

nium. Antinuclear movemt·nts there .mJ 

::~1 
4 
1 

CITIZEES~PARTY 
lll.~~<.u, .. lin'A"e. 
Mp~, , M i nn'.~-o)T().I 
.16r::!) 87::-9u;t <t- .. •• . ...__ 

Statev?ifi~· Cnucus 
~ril~ ..... -•. ;· 

1-lronqJ~<:,':,- ~n' ~Dln' 
Paid t-o. to~ '''' I .11~•- ~-~­

ht .. ._,lr, I•-~ 

c-·hr•,,·ht'rt- art" n·~1li1ln~ 1hat suppon for 
S\\' ..\1'() ~1Hl cHiu.·r l1hnaliDII 11lO\l'I1H'IIf\ 

rn~L\ ,low thl" flo\\ uf ul~lnlulll in1n rrar­
tnrs. In tum. S\\'.\PO has rn:od< < k:n 
that ~n ;.~nunu<:kar \'i( tory in luropt· 
111;1~· CUI iu on lht• l'COOOII1iC powt'r of 
tht' ap~rtlwtd "' cup;nion. Thl' i»u<· u[ 
nurlt>~tr coloni~1h~nt •s clrar-cut in 

N<~mit""· 
At Rossin!' i"t·lf. tht' all-black work· 

for<e ts sn<"rl) under~<~td. Workers 
hom .. s "re Jocati-J in the J-l'llh of pr~\·ail­
in~ wind~;, fron1 llw minr. ~xposin~ 
thcnl constantly to ur.J.nium du!!t and 
raJiooctin· radon gas. One main riH~r of 
Namibi" is polluted by Rossin . .;. In the 
mint•. no proteni\'r clorhin~ is worn 
~tnd safer~· precaution~ ~rt• nourxistent. 
In the r .. milies' homes. e\'err Joors and 
...-inJows are no protl'ction from the 
waste t.:.tilin~;' (85 pt•r ct"nt as radio:rcti\'e 
as tin· origin:&! on·) because thl' homes 
must be ~ired in tht• stifling hc;.~t. The 
white man:J.~ement of the mine lives 
a t·omlortablc 50 miles from Rossing. 
These inhuman working conditions Jed 
10 a strike in 19i8, which "'as mct'·bv 
RSA troops and dogs. . 

Recognizing the haz;.~rd post'd by the 
mint', and the possibilil\ of a maS< out· 
break of throat and lung c;.mcer, S\1'.-\PO 
Glml" out with a clear position on ur~· 
nium !1 ,takes into account not only 
political and economic i.sues, but also 
an environmental one. Thi> position, 
~xpressing fear of the possible radio­
active poisoning of the Namibian peo· 
pie, was announced at ·a Conference on 
l'r~nium :'.lining and Indigenous Peo· 
pies. held in Copenhagen and auended 
by Indian. Aborigine. Greenlander. and 
Namibian delegates. (;UR••,•.il Gi.J-oTE. 

Elsewhere in southern Afrird, it re· 
mains to be seen il other nations will 
take S\\'APO's lead, or instt"ad bow to 

economic pressures. Uranium explora· 
tion is occuring near Lake Kariba. On 
the Zambian side, a Japanese firm is 
imerested in the uranium; on the Zim· 
babwe side, a subsidiary of Anglo· 
American is exploring. It is not clear 
what position the government parry 
ZANV will take, but its "conciliatOn•" 
statement> to Union Carbide indiGJ;es 
it does not intend even to nation;.~liLe the 
mining interests, much less ban :hem. 
The Minister of Mines. !\!orris Nya­
gumbo, h"s been in prison for 1-l years 

. and may not bt· inforrnl'J about u•~­
niurn salt-ty. Butthl" trend >et by S\1' :\PO 
is· important, as it is" symbol of the 
antinuclear movement in the Third 
World. 

The different aspects of l'\udear r\par· 
rht•id-tht• rt>acrnrs. [uri t·nrichnwnr. 
and ur~1niun1 ntining--can or cour.,t· Ill· 
vjc"'·~·cl in ;1n anri-< olonial ~tnd t.'ll\ iron­
llH'nt"l light. llut thl'"' i'""'' pal .. in 
\'j~·,.._· or tht' iUil'IHJl'd ohj<'CII\t' of tht• 
R 'iA 's.;Jtnrni' prngT~ITll. Snurh Arri< :1 in­
u·nch to prudtu t· ;1 '"""apt >II~ rapahili1~ 
~uHtcit·ru 1o ('llll"r du: ··run l«·;1r duh." 
\\"ith ntiruuil\ lUll' in iP" d~111g d~·~"· 
1111' rH;I\' lw litt·nao~1 cnu i;tll.,"lllt' LH-111~ 

tht· RS,\. Alnca. ;md om· d;.~,· pt·rhaf->' 
the world. · 
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Uranium Wars in Africa (Part V) 

Soud1 Africa Enters the Nuclear Club 
by Zoltan Gro~<man 

m y~nr.< tltr 111rdear fuel cyr.'lc IfiLl 

p/n y~d n crucial rolr ;, g lo /111/ Jl rr litrc.r. 
Nucl~nr rrnr ta r,r nrrd l.l ll'll PIJrr ry ltnvr 
br~ome /111: rno.!l soug ht -after tnclm o­
log )l 0 11 ~llr//1, c rcntrn_l!' rn l~ uu rorrflir t · 
lllflfJitg 'Miio7r,'fa 

'"tire lnt t f97fJ-' n slling of mrlitnry 
intcrv~ "/1011.1 nro tmrl 1/r, world ~n ur. 
ri,tc to cln i i1LI t!.M urn mum , t!rr: l11~rrul 
of nil nuclrnr prowom.<, mov br. nn 
tmflf) rlnl11 fqr.t itr IJIM.i i11 rlu· Tlrird 
lllo r/rl. Wlr~t!ur 111 Amrricn • • 1u,rlrnhn , 
or Afncn, urnuir.uu rn,ning i,c f!SJtrl ­

!toll)' n 11011-urilitr i.tmf.. ltl1n< {i?;ured 
f.romin~ntly rn nnl1011nl Jfru r;gkl 1)71 

roery co1111nnt /. 

Fore~gn nrrrrcd r>U IIf•atiarr r of at len.< I 
,u .Y .1ft~cn ;r rrnlm, l 'hnw l>t't ll lmhrd In 
tile i.tw~ fl/tHilllllmt r.~(J ioi'flrtion . N11-
d cnr rolmrinlr,mr 011 tire cont iurnl !rn.r 
bu11 f~nrllr u/pr/y nllrrb litrrltn IJr •o 1111-

/rfl,r nn(IQil,t , Smail t /fl'lf'll 11nrl Fr(lnr·r . 
ll ' 1tlr , of cnar.<(, th e lrrl/1 of tlr r, l)urtrd 
.S I~tc.! multi-11ntim rnl.r nnd t!. r U .S. 
glll~rrrrmrlll. Twrl t1frinm ,<lqlr3 tkt ir· 
iotg nud rnr .<tntw, M o rocco orrd / .1lr)1tl, 

hnrrr nl.wl/rrl! ll r.Guu d ofllt ir.tlill,f< for 
urrHI 1 um 1 tl thr.rr arturd tt.Jtll t:.ttttio tt,f of 
ncrglrboring l~rri tmy. 

T/1~ (nllmuing nrlirlt:, fifllo 1'n rr ,<i.• 
(1nrt s-.ri-:.1, tlcn/,,- w it /I tlr r. rnr.r.ll South 
Africorr g ovrrnrncnt's (rltry mto the 
1wrlr(lr du/1. 

"If Snuth llfricn w uht:J In tt.tr. it.t nu­
clear poirntial for otltrr them pcnceful 
purfJosr.J, II would jolly rvell do It 
occrJrdittg to m.r drci.rlonJ ond our 
Judgmre>rLI. " 

-South A.{ricnn Finance Minister 
Owm llarwood, 1977 

The linal rc<uh nl ur;mium mining 
in Namibia and tlw R<·puhli r. ol Sourh 
AI rica (R~A) may ht• rhc cl r.velopmcm ol 
nudcar Wf:a pons :rs rhc ultimate ckf1·nsc 
of white rn~ i:~l power. This goal has 
lx-c:n he:~ vi ly assist~cl b)' Wrsl('rrt coup­
cra lion-lrom th~ trraniurn 's n~mm·:~ l 
lrnm the ~rr11n11lto ics r vt•c1fua l rrrrio-h­
mcm lor wcapo ru. A< th~r lo;c tl crch· 
nc)lo~·yaml :ulvic(' , rhcallird powc•r<ar(' 
wdl :.w:rt'(' ch:rr " St,nnh Aldcau liur;cr 
cmlhl' mer/car bunnn h.nrhcr 1 a i sc~ the 
5Jl(r tor ol world w:tr. 

Protestors, Police 
Clash at Seabrook 

In Jul y 1!177. troth .'invi~ t:~nd Amcri-
an incdligr• rrcr :cr.l'n dc~ <li .. · l r;~~t-.1 that 

chr· R S ~ w;cs pbnninr; a nurlcar cr-~c in 
th<' Kal:th:cri D•·•r:rt m·:~r Nnrnihia. lltc 
rwo rmiion~ i••unl publ ic w;cmin~s to 
rh c Vorst cr f:IIVt rrtmc·ut, mul mHirrona­
rhm topk pl:wr. 
On Se'ptr·mbcr 22. 1!17!1, an Arncric:~n 
~:~t c llit c ckrncc:d a douhlc·pnlsc ll:u;h­
thc "•ign:o ture" of a nu~; kar cxplo ­
sio n- inthc $oull1 All:nuic oll of Sourh 
Afr ica. A IJia <t wavr w:~• fl'c ordcd ~I the 
lU I. Art'Cibo ;c nlf•nnn in l'ucrro Hk o. 
anti r;~rlioarc h·r l;cllonl may h:wc later 
lx •·n rktc.-l t•tl in Nrw Zrol:tml. 

T he I.I ,S f:tJl'('fllmcuc ckdinrd to 
m01k(' till' A1n.ilXJ d;~ ra public. :nttl 
olfc:rc<l couo'lln-tloc<Jrk• to the hanl cd­
dc·ou·c of a h<~nrh c· x pl o~itm . A rm•~t·or , a 
lightning h11h . :nul n " lo.<t" nudrnr 
" '<' :CJ H;>n w(·rt all nfkr~'tl as Jl<"sihlc t c:J· 

r.u•. fn rhd ln'llo. Allwnct'~""onlll• • li<t•"'"''· 
l(lthc c1nh:.ornL•$mcnt nl tht· fllli ri als. 

·nw hl:c<r. as~<>lnt· c · < rionati'S imli• all', 

protc.<tr•r• lint ~! np ontsitlc· the pl:cn1 
h-IH,t', r h:rnt ing at rhc poli< <' :c ncl lr:crr ­

in~ nn th e lc.•r11 c. Wlr t· ntlrr kncc• bt'!-:illl 
lo sw:1y. our pol kcnmn, who> had hi.s 
hand uu fnp .( ".r rlv .. , ,.,. ...... ,...,,_l ... , - ~• .... 

r"K Av.-rilli"'IN mag.uine 

took plat'r n ~ar a South Ar.-im n -ownnl 
;orch ipcl:lf{tr I ,()(\() mil rs ~oulh "I the 
co:o!t. An R .~A lln•·'l' 11<-r t wn< ' rrainins ' 
in the ~c~ '1l'arhy. :lrtd .llliiom~ cxpc.•rts nnw 
!x:l ic:vl' rlnrt an t\rncrk:11Hn~olc mi<~ il 
wa~ lit C<I from out· 111 the <hip<. tipped 
with a South Alri c~m n11rk~t w:trh~• ul. 

But wh y :r mulc-a1 n1is~ ik? In" civil 
m gunrilta war ~ nuclear str~t egy lO 

~ave armrrhdd onn1ld br u.<clt·ss. A ( f'lll · 

vrnrion"l ntom k hn~nh tlroppcd 1111 
hlllr kSowcw " '' '>Ill< I <eno ch whitt Jolmn­
nc~ bur g. Th<'ll C(lttlrl thr homh I><' u ~~d 
against "cx t crr~:tl r nc rnic~l " t~1r,o<l 
S:tli.•lnny? 1\•laJH•tnl Lu:mdal Moscow? 
Wirh <o rn:~ny l'nc·m it•s, l'rroc,ria wtlnl<l 
find rhi ~ pl01 n im·Hr c ti vr . Is tht· bumh 
clwn ino r·ndc·<l h>t lol;u kmitll in r. Dnnn 
or Washing to n 111 itllt 'I\'CIIC d11rinr. a 
rt L•i s? Is ir cn )I(· 11~1 :ts <1 'nudt·ar 
umbn' lla ' nvt•o lracnnal l ~mcl (now 
in voh'l·cl in I• ~ own 'Gr r at T rek ' on the 
Wt·sr ll:tnk , and lx·lir·•·t·d to llrl''{'-'< its 
nwn1111dt•ar :rrsr·nai )? Tht• :m sw~r ICI all 

rrk prndvcliun will incrctr ~~ lrnm 
!Ui pn .;rnr i11 1!170 In an <.'Mim;rH·d 
4!3 IKT« Ill iu 1911f>. fl y t:un1rast, ~c:conl­
ing tu a n c.~tirruuc h)' tht· i\111mic; Jnrtu~-
• 1 . .. ~ -~ .• 

rhc!C lht·oTi<- .~. n.5 the c••idrn{:c stanch 
now, is proh<tbl y no. lltr ~n-•wcr lil'.< in 
tlw pulse signa l! If(' nf S<-p1. 22. 

ThP hla•t rhat li1 tit" 5ky rh:c t ni~:ht 
wa~ ~mn tl rr th;rn rhr n ne thar rlr-~ t rn yrll 

ll'ir p~ hinca in 1!)1!'•. M~ ro y >flllfC('' {;r-on­
lt·nrl that 1hr work w aN that nl a l,, rg( 
mcxld ol rhc ncncron llf'lrnh. o r "cn ­
h~ ncetl r~<liatiun cl r·, •iiT," thr wc:c pon 
th:cr kill ' IK'Opk mod ~pare,~ proper!)'· 
Frnnn· is the onl )' other n~ linn tn lmvc 
nflitially •c~ tl't l the N-homh: thr 11 .~ is 
no " ' nmhr lc·in,g It' own prnjrn . l1w 
milir:rry ;11lv:mr~.gr tl ltlw bomb i.e hat it 
kill ' cvt'ryonc wit!lin " on<'·ki lo ncru·r 
nuliu,, yet ~ran:~ inanimate• •>hjt·( t' 
!tom hc;l\ly cl ;c m:r~:c , Tht• .'inul h Air k nn 
nuck:or pro!;r;c rn ' mlrknl y rn:~krs mprh 
morr ~ ·;rm• . Thr usc· ol r:ctliati()n :cgninst 
the nl:crk pnpulation bnomcs a tnrily-

. ing Jl<>~s ihil i ry. 

1\1 llu: II.N ll c:crin,c;.< on N;r o1 ri hi:cn 
llr:oninrn , Ansll;ollnn cluct•ll lld~n Cnl­
dkot l drscriiM"<I chc· mrclkal rlln:t.' o l 
thr rwutrnn '"'mh in a w:c r ' itu:rlinn: 

'l'hr r:-. dfatinn •ln•H! h:•-' In l1( ~~: n 
irtlt•n ~t('-il "'' h n- dm1 it prndufr"" '''h.H 
i!t: rall ••d nnHt· cnrt•lnplmli (' .sytHh Pmc. 
,,,hif-h tlll':ln -; th :u th r !.rain .lliwr lh . 
Nnw, th (' hr:1in ic r111 lrlll,('tl in ;1 1hhk 
hn;x , rall n l th t:. ("t lmiwn tu thr "ikllll. 
i1 lHI111('rc· h n<' rm m1 fnr r xp:•n \inu. So. 
il the hn1in is tl ;um•J~nl and it ;\wd l ~, 
ynu ~trl \'t' ry '\c·rinu., ~ l· •npt run~- l i lu· 
)'OU ' ~HUtn l w ~dk "i iH, i gh1 , you hr:nnnr 
dru'"-"'Y· l''•u n•·• \lntn ili llJ! . t\n ~ l 1h,.. ~ul · 
dirrs ntco hr•·nm,. ll'l. }'C' hn rir. T hry g t·t 
ll!i f"\~ f•tr h etlrludu· ~ . :uu.l thi:\ hl\1~ fnr !"umr 
hnur •. Tlu~u. rn r llit' ' 'rr;d hnurs bd nrc 
rh<' )' r l i~ . th<'Y hn••r ~ pr•i r.rcl11f lurlrlity 
anti nntmi1 Jit)" . 

I thin k tlli ! i• J>fQh:c bl y the mn.r 
inhurn ;-t nr ,,·t•r fh tll man h:u rlf'",- i-srrlltl 
kill hi ~ br.,clu· r ... 
In ~ So uch Alric~ 11 cj ,•il w:rr . 1l11·rc 

would be no tlr.t i nr.uish i n~; bclwrcn 
Cl>mh:rwnr~ ami nonrnmh:c t:o nr•. In thr. 
apar·rh('id 5od cry, llll ' :1Jl-IJI;t<:k villnr;c• 
an<l lown.doip• multi llf' hc:wil1· r:uli · 
;tlc<l. hnrming pr o hap~ ;c lmndlul of 
whites. i\ml rlcnt'~ it . The hiMori c;•l 
lrgncy ol Socuh Arrir:t m :ty I~· th~r it 
illltf)tlu r rtl m•ntrnn w:orh\':ltkd rn i~ ­
•il('s-alu•r ~mullpmc hlan ko- r~ . ~; :·t $ 
do:cmlw·t·• . :nul 1t;cp:1lm- ns o ne more 
t('durol <))~ic·:c l imprtll't'nrcnt In rhe his­
lUry·ul gcnocid<•, 

Next month: lairt' and Katnnga 

br c·n nlfc-rnl '" nd .~ hiK>r< o( h)' tlro­
l'lr•ctric: [;rd lirics, :nod so the: r:ctt· ro;~.hr r­
ti o n is gmcrally rrg:udo:cl ;1~ ~ wny 10 
t}\'(~ t(;fJ I1W lttt •:t( =tnl , IUt f'" IP•U .,, .. ,: •• .., ...... 


