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The Uranium Wars in
Africa—Partl

by Lolian Grussmun
Zolian Grossman works with the Black
Hills Alliance

For years, the nuclear cycle has
pluyeid a crucial role in global politics.
Nuclear reaciors and weaponry huve
become the most Sought-afier
technology on earth, creating intense
conflicts amang nations. Ia the late
1920's, a string uf military
interventions oround the world gave
rise (o cluims that wraniuem, the kernel
af all nuclear programs, may be an
important facior in wars in the Thirgl
Waorld.,  Whether in Americy,
Australia, or Africa, wraniwm ining
is essentially @ non white ssue. It has
ficured promineatly in natlonal
Striggles on every continenl. - Wi

Joreign armed vccupations of at
Ileast six African nanions have been
linked, directly or indirecily, by
Various sources 10 the issue of uranium
exploitativn, Nuciear Colomalism on
the coninent has been particularly at-
Irttuted to iwa neclear nutions, South
Arcu and France Two African siates
desiring nuclear status, Morocco and
Libyu, have also beea accused of
thirsting Jor wranwumi in their armed
annexations of icighbors’ territory.

Tis firse of jive articles will deal
with tne such case in nurihwest Africa.
Subsequent arnicles will further
antempi 1o answer the guesiion *Just

what waacile isan “Energy Wor'?"

LTIIESAHARAN WAR
Since e 1960's, an ignored desert

s

war has been raging in the Arab nation
of western Sahara, Formerly Spanish
Sahara, the territory was colonized by
Spuin until Franco's demb in 1975,
Sahara was then prompily inveded by
Muoroceo and Mauritania ond the
territoty divided between the two. The
anti-colonial arganizativn, Polisario,
defiamly declaed an independant state
that was recognized by most Alrican
naions.
The

intense war beiween the

Saharawi and the two vccupying forces
was fed by oulside sources. Polivurio

directed @ hit-and-run  gueriilia
campaign from Tindoul, one ol thd
many tefugee camps in Algeria, King
Hussan of Morocco recieved military
uid from Shah Pahlevi of lcan,
Mauritania was heavily supporied by
it's former caloniul waster, France.
The Uiited Swates, however, repeatedy
cluimed neutrality in the cunflict,,

lin 1978, a Giew elanent was brought
onto the scene. Intentions of large-
scule uranium mimng in the regon
were announced A method liad been

devised to extract the yellowcake |

uranivin from phosphoric acids. These
are found in phusphaie rocks, which
are the reason for any country’s desire
for western Sahara. Muuritania; and
especially Marocco, have their own
phusphate mines. But adding the richi
Pou-Craa teserves ol Sahara would
make them the most immense on the
wioks, -
The fighting wwieased 1o thegsiune.

year , France inlervened illililﬂil!y an

ZOLTAN GROSSMAN

the side of Mauritania. ‘The action was
originally w “prowct’’ Mauritanian
iron und urano-phiosphate reserves, bu
it resulied in aciiul nitacks on Sahara
isell. Frenche gers bombed Polisano
positions with napalin, Giking oft from
bases in Senegal Despite the awr
sirikes, Muauritania capiiulated 1o
Polisurio in 1979, bul Morocco then
took over the cotine territory.

King Hassan had pechaps realized
the nuchear value of Sahai. His desice
for nucleur power was fed by Frauce,
which wiis building a series ol plants
for Moroceo. A contracl was nego-
pated with Westinghouse to build a
guarter-billion  dJdollar  uranium

Uradium Yyars conl, on puge 11

Uruniuim Wars cont. from page 4.
conceniraling plant. The possiblity was
taised of Israel and the Sovier Union
recieving this new technology from
Morocco.

Finally, Morocco had announced Lhe
intention of exporting up to 2,000 Lons
of wramum within twenly years, Al
curtent leveis, this would make the
Kingdom the sixth-largest urapium
producer in the world. But the
quagmire in Sahara was frustrating the
eflorts. The June, 1978 issue ol A frice
magazine speculated on these evenis:

“luis thus essential for Morocco

1o consolidate Qs control over

the territary 1o prevent a pro-

§ Algenian Polisanio state (rom
conung 1o power and controlling
these resources. Could the

. potential for uranmum produciion

from Saharan phosphates change
the American seemingly neutral
antitude 10 the Saharan question?
Prume Minisier Osman hinted
this when he recently declared:
‘Why do you think that everyone
is sonterestedin the fate of South
Alrica?' " E
One year later, President Carter
suddenly announced massive arms
shipments 1o Morocco. These included
rockels, clecironic sensors, helicopler
punships, and Huey Cobra warplanes.
His announcement, afier the King's
takeaver of all Sahara, gave as the
reason for denouncing neutrality the
possitulity of a Maroccan defeat -

Nuclear ,
Opponent Shot
Dead by
Security FForces

Piosdudo  Dimaauwo, of the
Philippines {where Westinghouse is
building a reacler) was recently shot
dead by security lTorces. The shooting
took place when the police were
secking the leaders of the anti-nuclear
movement of the island of Batsan.
Dimaano however was only a
symupathizer and is the second 10 suller
this fate. In June 1978 Lrnesto
Mazareno “disappeared'” while in
custudy  The NRC has granted
Westinghiouse the eaport license fur the
Philippine reactor.
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Guoileben, West Germuny, 15 e site
of & uniyue anti-nuclear protest,
Twenty theology students have been
occupying the undergiound salt
caverns where authorities plan 1o store
atomic waste, A make-shifll protester
villag= has sprung up along side the site
in support of the group.

Il village, which has been the scene
of anb-nuke protests for mombs, is
reparted o consist of some 50 new
wooden houses and huts with a large
array ol Hags, banncrs, and pumied
slopans. Visitors gather at Friendship
House where there is literature, daily
concerts, and theater presentalions
The demonsirators have voiced their
goals: a hale 10 the moduction of
atomie wastes through nuclear energy,
a hall to drilling in the salimines, the
withdrawal of police from the area and
an end ta the construction of the
lenporary slorage site,
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The Uramum Wars e
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For years the nuclear cycle has -
' played a crucial role in global politics,

‘. Nuclear reactors and weaponry have

. become the most

soughtLafter

. technology on earth, creating intense

_ 1970’s a string of military interventions

conflicts among natiors. In the lute

ground the world gave rise to claims

*. than uranium, the kernel of all nuclear
' programs, may be an imporiant factor

in wars in the Third World. Whether in
America, Ausiralia, or Africa,
uraniurn mining is essentiolly a non- .
white issye. It has figured prominently
in natior siruggles on every contineni.
Foreign armed occupations of at
least six African Nations have been -
linked to the lIssue of uranium

s

. multi-nationals
‘- government.

« Series
" develop§ment and confrontation in

:and Libya.
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ey claim to' the uranium-rich mountain caugh! in the middle,
= yod ,-' 3 . .c* region on their border.” Ll“a" I The Qadhafi pomfon,’gn nuclear
0 . * In the past, Libyan infuence ‘in * Islam is by no means shared by all
=% yranium-tich Central Africa may have . Other — Muslim  leaders.  The,

)“ K
e.r;rla‘f‘nf.‘m. Nuclear colonialism on -
the continent has been particularly ™
attributed 1o two nuclear nations,
South Africa and France, With, of
course, the help of the United States '
and the U.S.:*
Two African states
desiring nuclear status, Morocco and
Libya, have also been accused of
thirsting for uranium in their armed

_annexations of neighbors’ territory. ~-'

This second article of a five part

dealing  with !

uranium
Africa concerns developgment in Chad

Part three will deal with -«
France and ils ‘ex-colonies".

| Bedlhrn, e Pl 7 PR B L -~

‘1 do not believe alomic weapons are
good for mankind, but we are victims
of horrible terrorism from nations that
have them. Is il unnatural for us lo
want to feel secure? Didn't your bomb
come as a result of fear? Desides, we
wanl nuclear power for peaceful
reasons,’

-Colonel Mu'amar el-Qadhafi
Leader pf Libya *

The Civil War in Chad, an isolaied
and ignored North African nation, has
been raging since 1966. It is probably
the only war that is widely
acknowledged, even in the American
press, to be dircctly atiributable Io

" uranmm

. The military situ ation in the former’
French colony, is' immensely'
complicated. Tmnps involved are from
:Libya, France, Nigeria atd1 ] different
Chedfm Tactions.. The conflict has,
«dstorically been that of Arab

* square miie ‘Wazou Strip'

northerners, supported by Libyan

troops, baitling Black southerners

supported Ly thousands of French
troops. Yet when the Arabs achieveda
victory-of- sorts in 1978, boih Libya °

-and France continued to infringe on

Chadian territory.

The conflict centers on the 35,000
along
Chad's ndlhern frontier with Libya, It ¢
is in the Tibesti Mountains of this

“region that the large deposits of

uranium lie, once controlled by-
France, but now under the Libyan MNag.
Libya annexed the suip in 1973, and,
unsuccessfully attempied to scize more

territory in 1979, The London
Observer (April 15, 1979) saw its
n_-mtlvcsclcnrly: o s

"The F,ibyank. 'having armed and

helped various rebel leaders in the pasr,

are now scen as wanting (o cash in on |
their credit, while making sure of their

" News |

|... . Appropriate
"~ “malogy Group

« policy, and*

““been a contributivg factor o the 1979
* French military intervention there. The

conflicts in the rcginn require a closer
cxnmun:nlon n} ibyan domeslic

of the Islamic
[Politics of Coloncl Mu'amar el-
- Qadhafi.

At home, Qadhali has created an
independant governmem dedicared 10
the 'materially and spiritually liberated
man’. In recent years, howcver, his
progressive  policies have been
oversitdowed by political alliances with

_ Empgrec Dokassa, [di Amin, and Billy

Carter. Qadhafi, has been called a
‘madman’ by both Yasir Arafat and
Ayatollah Khomeini.

By his own admission, Qadhafi seeks
to dominate the 'French' uranium
fields of Northern Africa. He sees a
nuclear program as promoling the
'sell-esteem’ of Muslims, by furthering
Islamic military power, and creating a

' ‘renaissance’ of the advanced lIslamic

‘sciences of ancient times. Qadbhafi

“. outlines his philosophical belicls on the
1 ;SOCIALISM, his second

subject in THE SOLUTION TO THE
PROBLEM OF THE ECONOMY:
‘Green
"Book’.

.t +'The fact that we do not possesthe '

know-how in alomic energy bor
‘technology has nothing 1o do with
Islam. (page 10) Islam had opened the
minds of Muslims in order to enable
them to harness the powers of the
universe...and place them in the service
ol man, for God has said they are in
the service of man. (page 23) ...We say
that artificial rain is wrong and going
to the thoon is wrong, Muslims siould
have been the first to do this.' (page 24)

It scems that the Libyan French
conflict in North Africa is based simply
on competition vver the common
desire Lo control the atom. 1l is secn
repeatedly around the world that
support of-and opposition to- nuclear
power transcends political and
~religious dilferences. The
peoples, in the case of Tibesti the
nomadic Toubou tribe, are often

-

tribal - -

revolutionary government of Iran has ~

cancelled plans lor four U.S, reactors
ordered under the Shah's regime.
Nuclear power is scen in lIran
Qs unnecessary in an oil-rich nation, and
an unwelcome 1.5, influence. Egypt,
however, is building a nuclear plant
under U.S5. auspices. The Muslim
nation with the strongest nuclea
committment is Pakistan, which has

Gre)

announced its intentions to build an-
*Islamic Domb’. This bomb, buill to,

counter the nuclear pressures of lsiad,

Indiam. and the Soviet Uninn‘may be
the resull of Libyan policy.
European sources have long

suspected the existence of a ‘uranium
funnel’ from Libya to Pakistan. This
fear was heightened by a 1979 incident
north of the French-owned Arlit mines
in Niger. An ore carrier truck of
uranium was found overturned and its
contents missing. Speculations spread
of a Libyan-Pakistani hijacking. The
hijackers were not identified in a
subsequent investigation, but other
bizarre facts were revealed. The
French state was lorced to admit that it
has been supplying hundreds of tons of
uranium to borh Libya and Pakistan.
Apparantly President Giscard of
France does not oppose their access to
nuclear fuel, as long as it is on French
terms. The policy may be an efflort to
pacify the Libyan etforts at expansion
into the French-dominated uranium
ficlds,

Meanwhile the war in Chad grows.
A new civil war has erupled between
the Arab victors in the conflict,
particularly President Goukouni and
his rival Hissene Habre. In April of
1980, Paris annoninced the  withdrav
of its 1200 troops, but economic
domination of Chad continues, 3

The war promiscs lo be long and
inconclusive. It remains as a good
lesson to the world on 1he

conscquences of a nuclear policy that leks

nothing getin its way. ra

Zoltan Grossman works with the
Black Hills Alliance.

(AP, Comeotto |
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he Uraminm War< in-
;Amm* Part I—France

By Zoltar Grossman -.' i

The French colonial en1|'1ilc once ex-
tended across the northwestern one- ©
third of Africa. The domination by one -

country over such a diverse and ;’

massive territory was doomed to i
fallurc. and the colonies disassembled T
in the 1960s. But the empire did not |
die. Economic control over the people
and resources has remained lirm, and
in certain cases grown. One reason for -
this historical reality mav be an in-
creasing thirst for nuclear fuel.

The French government's nuclear{
commitment is the strongest of any in !
the world. Aficr the near-meltdown in ©
central Pennsylvania, President Valery
Giscard d’Estaing went on national }
telcvision to announce that the!
buiiding of reactors would be speeded -
up. His administration has '‘suc-,
cessfully'” commenced last-breeder -
reactor and neutron bomb pmgrams.i
By 1985, 55 percent of French encrgy
output is expected to be nuclear, This
new cornersione of domestic and
foreign policy has only one weak point.
There is simply not enough uranivm at
home 1o fuel a nuclear program ol such
magnitude. The only place to turn is to
the African mines.

Out of the [ormer colonies, eleven
have uramum deposits. Thcsc are
N1gcr(rhe sixth larpest producer in the

. waorld), Algeria, Mali, Morocco, Togo,

Tunisia, Sencgal, Gaban, Central
Africa, Mauritania and Chad. It is the-
laner five that are among the nations
“lent armed support™ from Paris. The
attitude of the French public has been

= ax-Twool- and. unconcerned..as~the

»

historical U.S. public attitude toward

" interventions in Latin America. But the -

“facts are simple: wherever there is a

uranium war on the continent, French
troops or transporl are there.,

At home, only 95,000 tons of
uranium ore are available, 2.2 percent
of global praduction. Yel through the
mining activities in Africa of French
industry (particularly Mmalo_r_r!e and
Cogema), France contruls 10 percent
of the global outpm and 10 percent ol" %
“‘reasonably assured reserves.' A
November 1979 article in Stern
magazine (West Germany's Life) is
adamant that African uranium is fast

becoming to France what Persian Gull‘
oil is to America, with cven more .
definite military consequences. The .-

. Director of the Internalional Peace

Rescarch Institute in Stockholm agrees °
that "a major reason [or continuing "
French presence in Aftica may be to &
secure uranium." A report [rom Paris ;-
Friends of the Earth contends “the
concordance between the forcign .
policy of the French government and *
the search for an unfailing supply of
uranium appears to us (o be fagrant,"”

' ?‘ﬂs["..

President Gmcard cnuldnl have:bccn
happier. After all, two of his relatives
are involved in uranium exploralmn
in the country.

But two events convmctd Giscard to
unseat Bokassa in Seplember 1979,
One was a massacre of 100
schoolchildren in the capital city of
Dangui. The 8- to 16-year-olds were
slain in the presence of the Emperor af-
ter they protesied an “'imperial decree™
to buy expensive school uniforms. The
second incident was Bokassa's ofter {0

‘The past two years have scen French .., Libya, France's chicf rival in Alrican

troops and jets help three regimes bat-
tle independence movements in their .
uranium regions. In 1978, Maurilania ,
fought the Saharans, and Zaire over- |
powered the Katangans, A continuous
war has been waged in Chad against
Islamic separatists. These conlicts will
be dealt with in other installments. It is .*
in three uranium countries, Central
Alricn, Gabon and Senegal, that the |
French army has been permanently
stationed. As the only foreign armed ~
force involved in these nations, France
has brought down the .full brunt of !
nuclear colonialism.

The Central African Republic under

_the despot Jean-Bedel Bokassa has

been one of the world's saddcest stories.
Aflter a brutal decade as a President
with il French backing, Bokassa
decided in, 1976 to convert the ~
“Republic'' into an “Empire.” In a
country with a per-capita annual in-

- come of $194, he had a lavish $22

million ‘*coronation,”” all French
money. During this era, the only major
issue discussed between President .
-Gisgard- and.-Empetor Bovk assne was.-,
‘how much® uranjum’ Nuclear France
would receive, R

One cxpert, Samuel Ochola, has
stated in his hook Minerals in African
Underdevelopment that Central Africa

may one day be one ol the major
producers of uraniim in the wotld."”

. There are an estiinated 20,000 fons in .

the Pakouma and Mpatou mines,
possibly yiclding up to 500 pounds of
uranium concentrales.: A mnjor:
agreement signed with Bokassa in 1978
_ promized the French Atomic Energy !

Commission one-third of the payofl-
. with Central Africa and 1hree “private 'E

companies' dl\rldiug the rest,

e

nuclear affairs, of & military base and
specifically of a chance to exploit Cen-
tral African uranium. The first cvent
embarrassed Giscard, the second an-
tagonized him,

.+ The French military swiftly moved in

and replaced DBokassa with David
Dacko, a ruler more firmly under the
control of Paris. He immediately moved
to prevent political freedoms from
returning. The Dangui schoolchildren
took to the strects again, o prolest
against the new diciator. This time they
were met by French paratroopers in
combat gear, In replying to criticism of
foreign domination, Dacko exclaimed:
““The French (roops will stay for ten
years if necessury.”’

Of all the nations on the African
continent, Gabon is probably the most
dominated by forcigners. The small
West African state has been called the
“most economicelly exploiled by over-
seas companics.”” The ministries,
police, presidential guard, businesses,
schools and banks are all controlled by
Frenchimen. This domination is even

- greater.than in the-colonial era—550
French troops and advissrs remain in
an exclusive zone.

The cause of this continuation of
colonialisin is very clearly the 2xtreme
tichness of Gahonese mineral deposits,
including seven-tenths of 1 pereent of
the entire world's uranium. In 1971
the government commenced a four-
year, hal{-billion dollar plan to develop
its resources of manganese and
wianium. A 1972 estimate indicated
there are 2.6 inillion exploitable tons of
oic in the ceuniry, While uranium is
not the primary resource in quantity, it
is the fastest-growing in importance.
As throughout the entire continent, the

" !‘ (T K2

[ forceful upholding of the stalus yuo

has created the “best of all possible
worlds'" lor the noclear industry.

The French mining industries point
1o the per-capita yearly income of the
Gabonese, the highest in Black Africa,
as proof of their "policy of well-
being"’ towards Africans. Yet, the
mining has created severe dizparity in

"incomes, and the emergence of a

“‘super-elite’’ in Gabon. Among this
class is the President, Omar Bongo.
Every cover ol the Party ncwspaper
Diologue displays a large photograph
of Bongo, whether at his birthday
party or at the White House with a
beaming President Carter. Bongo has
recently been moving away from Fren-
ch control, wishing more trade with the
U.S., Britain, West Germany and
South Africa. Gabon, as onc of the
most uranium-rich countries in Africa,
will continue to be a pawn of nuclear
powers for some time 1o come,

In the former West Alfrican colony
of Senegnl, 1,200 French iroops
remain. While the uranium deposits
within the nation were certainly not the
initial reason for continuing oc-
cupation, they may be a reason for the
lack of any withdrawal. The potential

* development of uranium may also be

used as a lever by the French gover-
nmenl to have Sencgal cooperate in
French military designs in other
African uranium countries. For instan-
ce, the French air Torce used bases in
Senegal as takeofl points for napalm
strikes on guerrilla positions in he
western Saharia. Sencgal, as well as
Gabon, also sent troops (o Zaire Lo aid
the French against Katangese
scparalists. Senegal is very much a part
of the, vast, interlocking network of
Aflrican uranium alliances.

The positions of the anti-colonial
organizations within thesec nations

_towards the subject of uranium mining

itsell is not well known, as il is in

Mamibia, The common atern ol
minimg exists Throughout” ATy aha

the world: a steady dcterioration of - .

health, sovereign rights and economic
well-being. The further expansion of

* the French nuclear program can only
10 'J‘C'H.ﬂl in more violence againsi those .

unfortunate enough to five in uranium
tertitory.

Zoltan Grossman works with Hu'l.""

Bick Hills Alliance.
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Uranium Ii”ars in Afrzca (Part V)

Racism and Uranium Mmmg Link Hands

by Zoltan Grossman
Foryears the nuclear cvele has plaved
o crucial rolein global politics. Nuclear
reaclors and weaponny have become the
most sought-after technoiogy on earth,
erealing intense conflicts among nalions.
In the late 1970s a string of military
interientions around the world gave
rise to claims that urarium, the kernel
of all nuclear programs, may be an
tmportant factor in wars in the Third
World. Whether in Admerica, Australia
ordfrica, uranium miming 1s essentially
a non-while issue. It has figured prom-
_tnently in national struggles on e-rr:-)
T conlinent. ~2'WH =0
Fereignarmed occupations of at least
six African nations have been linked to
the issue of uranium explotation,
Nuclear colonialism on the continent
has been particularly attributed to two
nuclearnations, South Africaand France,
With, of course, the hielp of the United
" States multi-nationals and the .S, gouv-
ernment, Two African states desiring

R S

nuclear status, Morocco and Libya, have
nho been accused of thirsting for ura-

“nium i their armed puurxations of

nﬂg!:bors termitory Vi amEy e
The fallowing article, fourth ina six-

part senies, deals with the manner in

Cwhich the mineral uranium controls

" the fatesof the South African and Namn-
tbian peaple.

I one thing has been learmed lrom the
South Alrica of the 1970s, it is that
“Zuclear Encrgy and Apartheidane insepi-

ble. For the rucist stute (& survive, 1t
© nevds 1o have encrey sell-sulliciency,
solid export base, and miliary supr.'riﬂr-
ity over the rest of Alrica, Tuis a well-
known fact throughout Ao and pr-
iculurly in Namibia. South Afrien’s
ficighbor (0 the northwest, Thi
mium und sher enierngy resourees will be
‘erucial in ending white minority rule.

The lmporl.mu' thit South Alric
places on its energy future beciime evi-
dentalier the Irnninn revolution, when
80 10 90 per cent of the mation’s oil
supply wis suddenly ot of [ The govern-
ment then decided o continue inits
energy policy tendand 1o throw every-
thing it had 1o the nuchen industy
and the manulactare of “synfoel™ {syn-
thetic fuels derived from the consersion
of coal 1o ail). Withow fuel the army's

tanks would be useless and the indus-
trinlized giant would stop dead in its
tracks.

As this reality becomes clear, iwo of
the lurgest organiaions lighting apar-
thewd are changing their strategies. In
South Alrican-occupied Namibia, the
South West Africa People’s Organiz-
tion {SWAPO) is locusing on the vital
uranium field at Rossing. In the Repub-
lic of South Africa (RSA) itsell, the Alri-
can National Congress (ANC) is con-
centrating much of its wrath on the
government’s SASOL Synfuels Progrum,

The government's rush 1o repluce
" Iranian oil led it o snz:: I cotitract with
the U1.5. Fluor Corporation to build the
largest synluels facility in the world,
Locuted near Johanneshburg, the gigun-

tic SASOL plant is tesumony to the |

technological strength of the stawe work-
ing inconjunction with Western finance.
SAS0Lalsa means that the white minor-
ity may be able to crush any majority
revolt with sheer, prolonged force.
= With thism mind, the ANC attacked
thr heavily -guarded facility in June,
1980. {1t succeeded in destroying two
storuge tanks, but the stralrmr factories
remained intact. - © - ) z .

The action may have hﬂ'll thé open-
g shotinan elfort o cripple Western-
built industries that are serving apar-
theid's interests. This fight may soon
exiwend w the RSA nudear progiion, as
the import of Western wechnology and
expertise has made it both formidable
andd erueial in the 1980s,

The ‘progress’ of the RSA program
has heen due Targely to technigal skill,
The growth of South African skills in

the West's educition and advice. ~ <
L.-sWesiemn loans for the South Alvicm
nuclvar industry have been docamented
as far back as the 195%s, partculnly
from Gernkmy. the United Suues, France
and Brittin, In the field ol urnium
mining, the RSA is apparently couni-
g onexporting much ol ivs 17 per cent
ol glabalveserves inexchamge for nuaclear
technolowy. A stop to mining in its wiri-
tories not only implies than the RSA

waould por be able w [uel iy own
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nuclear program. but alse that the in-
dustry itsell may not grow.

A number of countries have been
actively exploiting the reserves of both
Namihbix and the RSA. They either
impart the uraniom. orown and operate
the mines. The multi-national corpora-
tions within both countries are [rom

and the United Stues (lhmg{ (‘ irhitle
in Namibi:i, Exxon in South ﬂl"‘.l] n
additon, Belginm and Switzerland ase
South Alrican urimium; and Sweden
and the Soviet Union import '\'.mubl.m
m.unum

.‘aoulh Alnica’s first nuclear facility,
the vwin rescarch rcacions Safart Land 2,
were constructed in the mid-1960s by
the Allis Cludmers Corp. of Milwauker, .
Wisconsin. The United States and Bri-
tain have abo supplicd ennched fuel for
Salari; Franceand Germiy (i corpora-
tion clled "Nuokerd) lawve supplied equip-
ment. Sabari was the Instunporaint step
towinds amuclear power program and
weapons capahilite for South Ahica,
and it renains so ooy

The Rocharg iwim-reacion power plant
e expected 10 go on line in 1982-3,
Locared neir Cape Town, it is being
buide by o French comsortium, with
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Westinghouse (United States) provid-
ing the design and Belgium and Japan
providing other assistance. Bubcock
& Wilcox, the [irm which designed the
Three Mile Islund plant, provides equip-
ment for Rocberg (und [uel lor Safuri-1).
The plutonium 1o be produced by Koe-
berg could. with the proper [acilities, be

12 7 the nuclear field has been the result of < Briin, France, West Genmany, Jran fashioned into a nuclear bomb. esplosive
= {before 1978), Holland, Japan, Canada

The most controversial aspect of The
RSA progrum is the Valindabu-Pelindaba
complex near Pretoria. The develop-
ment of this uranivm enrichment pro-
ject s an effort by the indusay 1w
become completely sell-contained, 1o b
able o enrich Soutl: Africin uranium
in South Altica. Very few countmes have
this technology. as it is the finul stage
needed in manufacturing weapons-grade
uranium. Pelindabia, put on line in
1978, undertakes the uranium  hexa-
flnoride stage of enrichment Valindaba
brgan enriching in 1975, and in 1981 it
is to be expanded ino s fuli-scale com-
mercial enrichment Lawility, The Uni-
ted Stites has supplicd LB.M, compu-
ters [or the complex, ind Switeland
(perhaps also Japan and France) have
supplicd equipment. But i s West
Germany that has heavily aided in the
entichment process, as documenied by
Zdenck Cervenbavand Barbina Rogers in
their book, The Nuclear Axis. The Fed-
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eral Republic not only provided heavy
traiming amd assistance, but supplied
sophisticated cenmifugal wehnology.
With this design, the RS A is well on s
way o 2 nuclear capability, Interesi-
ingly, Cervenka and Rogers transhae
the Zulu word "Pelindaba’ as "We don't
wlk about this vuymore,” winle "Valin-
daba’ ranshies ino “We don’t ulk
about this ar all”

In the 1940s, the most vulnerable
segment ol the South African nuclear
Tuel cycle is at the front end—in ura-
nium mining. Most ol the uranium
within the RSA is extricted from exisr-
ing mines, since uranium nearly always
occurs with gold or copper. Bul in
Namiba, still called South West Africa
by the occupying apartheid lorces, the
Rossing uranium mine lays claim 1o
being the largest in the world. This isa
crucial [acior in the ongoing civil war
there. To understand Namibia, one has
1o undersiand its history and is rela-
tionship o the United Natons.

In 1966, the UN withdrew the League
ol Nations mandate given to the South
Alricans alter the First World War, and
declared the international staie of Nami-

bia. The UN Council for Namibia was

set up as the legal government, and
SWAPO was recognized as the repre-
sentative of the Namibian people. Yet
the RSA continued its occupation with
tens of thousands of roops. In 1974, the
Council issued UN Decree #1, making it
illegal for a nation 1o exploil or use
Namibian natural resources. Asaresull,
all uranium shipments our of Namibia
are done clandestinelv.

In 1979, Franck and South Afrlcan
planes flew the uranium 1o France sec-
retly (via Gabon, Zaire, and the Ivory
Coast). In January, 1979, one {light was
intercepted over Angolan territory by a
MiG jet fighter, It was ordered 10 land,
butashort time later the order was mys-
teriously cancelled. Under the Decree,
Angola would have been supported in
an effort to “seize and impound™ the
shipment, yet one of the RSA’s [oremost
enemies gave the plane **full permission
to overfly.” Why was this? One reason
may be the presence of uranium on
Angolanterritory, but another explana-
tion given by one SWAPO source was
the pressure exerted by the Soviei Union,

. which has a direct linancial stake in the

uranium. The Angola incident is
ceriainly indicative of the strunge alli-
ances in Alrican uranium wars. By 1980,
the uranium from Rossing was being
shipped by sea 10 u Belgian port.

In June, 1980, United Nauons hear-
ings on Namibiun uranium were held
in New York. Mulu-nanonal corpora-
uons exploiting Namibia came under
sharp attack by the participants. In par-
ticular, Rio Tinto Zinc, an infumous
corparation with strong links 10 the
British government. was wrgeted as the
largest sharcholder in Rossing. Around
43 percentol the Brinsh e ivilun nuclear
program is fueled by Namibian ura-
nium. Antinuclear movements there and

elsewhere are realiving that suppaort lor
SWAPO aond other hberation movements
iy slow the How of ueammam o reac-
tors. In . SWAPQO has made clear
that an anunuclear victory in Europx
may cut in on the economic power ol
the apartheid occupation. The issue of
nucleur colonualiam s clear-cut in
Namibur

At Rossing nisell. the all-black work-
force as severhy underpod. Workers
homes are locued in the path of prevail-
g winds [rom the mine, exposing
them conswantly to uranium dust and
rudiouctive radon gas. One main river of
Namibia is polivied by Rossing. In the
mine. no prevecive clothing s worn
and safety precautions are nonexistent,
In the fumilies’ homes. even doors and
windows are no prowction [rom the
waste wilings (83 percentas radioactive
as the original ore) because the homes
must be aired in the sufling heat. The
white management of the mine lives
a comfortable 50 miles from Rossing.
These inhuman working conditions led
to a strike in 1978, which was met” b\r
RS5A voops and dogs.

Recognizing the hazard post'd by the
mine, and the possibility of @ mass out-
break of throatand lung cancer, SWAPO
came out with a clear position on ura-
nium. 1 takes into account not only
political and economic issues, but also
an environmental one. This position,
expressing fear ol the possible radio-
active poisoning of the Namibian peo-
ple. was announced at a Conference on
Uranium Mining and Indigenous Peo-
ples, held in Copenhagen and anended
by Indian. Aborigine. Greenlander, and
Namibian delegates. gorérd GUoTE

Elsewhere in southern Africa, 1t re-
mains to be seen il other nations will
take SWAPO's lead, or instead bow to
economic pressures. Uranium explora-
uon is occuring near Lake Kariba. On
the Zambian side, a Japanese [irm 1s
interested in the uranium; on the Zim-
babwe side, a subsidiary ol Anglo-
American is exploring. It is not clear
what position the government party
ZANU will 1ake, but its "condliaiory”
staternents to Union Carbide indicates
itdoes not intend even 1o nationalize the
mining interests, much less ban them.
The Minister ol Mines, Morris Nya-
gumbo, hus been in prison for 14 years

cand may not be informed about uia-
niurn safety. But the rendd set by SWAPO
is"important, as it is a symbol of the
antinuclear movement in the Third
World.

Thedifferentaspects of Nuclear Apar-
theid—the reactors, fuel enrichment,
and uranium nuning—can of course be
viewed inananti-colonial and environ-
mental light. But these issues pale in
view of the imended objecine of the
RSA'satomic program. South Alricain-
tends to produce o weapons capabilin
suflictent 1o enter the “nucear elub”
Wath mineaine rule imoos dving days,
this sy bie the onost eroe sl issoe Licing,
the RSA, Adrnca. and one duv perhaps
the worlkd. .

Next month: The Apartheld Bomb
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Uranium Wars in Africa (Part V)

South Africa Enters the Nuclear Club

by Zoltan Grossman

For years the nuclear fuel eyele has
played a crucial role in global politics.
Nuclear reactors and weaponry have
become the most sought-after techno-
logy on earth, ereating mtense conflicts
among nalions.

In the late 19705 a string of malitary
interventions around the world gave
rize (o claims that uranium, the kernel
of all nuclear programs, may be an
pnportant fact in wars an the Third
World. Whether in America, Australia,
or Africa, uranium mining 15 essen-
tially @ non-white 1ssue. It hax figured
prominently i national strucgles on
every conlinent.

Foreign armed ocenpations of al least
six Afvican natiwons have heen limbed to
the issue of uranium explotion. Nu-
clear colonialism on the continent has
been particularly attnbuted to two nu-
clear nations, South Africa and Franee.
With, of course, the help of the United
States multi-nationals and the U5,
government. Two African states desir-
ing nuclear status, Morocco and Libya,
have also been accused of thirsting for

uraniem i their armed annexations of

neighbonng lerritory.

The [ollowing article, fifth in a six
part sevies, deals with the racist South
African government’s entry mito the
nuclear club.

“If South Africa wishes to use its nu-
clear potential for other than peaceful
purposes, it would jolly well da it
according to our decisions and our
judgements.”
—South African Finance Minister
Owen Harwood, 1977

The linal result of uranivm mining
in Namibia and the Republic of South
Alrica (RSA) may he the development of
nuclear weapons as the ultimate defense
of white racial power. This goal has
been heavily assisted by Western coop-
eration—lrom the vraniom’s removal
[ronm the grovmdl 1o its eveniual enniech-
ment for weapons, As they loan tech-
nology andadvice, the allied powersare
well aware that a South Alvican linger
on the nuclear button lurther raises the
spector of world war.,

.___;;J(URANIUM r\‘ e

In July 1977, both Sovict and Ameri-

can intelligenee apencies disclosed that
the RSA was planning a nuclear 1est in
the Kalahari Desert near Namibia. The
two nations issued public warings to
the Vorster government, and nodetona-
tion took plice.
On Seprember 22, 1979, an Amcmnn
satellite detecred a double-pulse flash—
the "signatre” ol a nuclear explo-
sion—in the South Athntic off ol South
Africa. A Wast wave was recorded at the
s, Arecibo antenna in Puerto Rico,
and radioactive fallout may have later
been detected in New Zealand.

The vs government declined 10
make the Arecibo data public, and
ollered counter-theories to the hind evi-
thenee of a bomb explosion. A meteor, a
lighming bolt, and a “lost™ nuclear
weapon were all offered as possible yea-
sowrsfon the (kedy, Allworeovwomallydis sonen,
to the embarrassmoent of the officials,

“Thie Wast, as somme estingites indicie,

- Peg Averill’WIN magarine

ook place near a Souh Alvican-owned
archipelago 1.000 miles south of the
coast. An RSA navy [leet was "training’
in the sea nearhy, and some experts now
belicve thut an American-made missile
was lired from one of the ships. tipped
with a South African nuelear warhea.

But why a nuclear missile? In a civil
ot guerrilla war a nuclear sirategy to
save apartheid would be useless. A con-
ventional atomic homb dropped on
black Soweto would scorch white Johan-
nesburg, Then conld the homb be used
against Vexternal enemies?” Lagos?
Salisbury? Mapto? Lisinda? Moscow?
With g0 many enemaes, Pretoria would
find this plan inellective. Is the bomb
then intended fon bl kmailing Bonn
or Washington to intervene during a
crisis? Is it to be used as a ‘nuclear
umbrelln’ over fraternal lseel (now
involved in s own 'Great Trek' on the
West Bank, and believed 10 possess its
own i lear arsenal)? The answer to all

these theories, as the evidenie stands
now, is probably no. The answer lies in
the pulse signature of Sept. 22

The hlast that it the sky that night
was smaller than the one that destroved
Hiroshima in 1945, Many sonrces enn-
tendd that the work was that of a large
mexlel ol the neatron bomb, or “en-
hanced radiation device,” the weapon
that kills people and spares property.
Frimee as the only other nation to have
olficially wsied the N-bomly: the 115 s
now unshelving its own project. The
military advantage of the bombas than it
kills everyone within a one-kilomener
radivg, yer spares inammite ohjects
from heavy damage, The Sonth Alrican
nuclear program suddenly makes much
more sense. The use of radiation against
the Black papulation becomes a ternify-
ing possibility.

At the tUN Hearings on Namihioan
Uranim, Austealian doctor Helen Cal-
dicott described the medieal effects of
the neviron bomb in s war situation:

The radiation dose has 10 be o
intense—anid ins—than i prodoces who
s called arute encelophatic synidrome,
which weans thar the hrain swrlls,
Nevwe, the brain is ennlesed inoa thick
box, ealled the cramivm on the skull,
andd there is no mom lor expansion. So,
il the hrain is dmageed sand 0 awells,
your gel very serions syinpiome—like
you cannet wilk strvight, you hecome
drowsy, you pet vomiting, And the sal-
dirers altn heeome paychonic. They grt
severe headiuches, and this lasts lor some
hemies, Then, for several hours belnre
they die, they have a period of Jucidity
and normality,

I think this is probably the mnst
inlimmane way that man has decised 10
kill his brother ..

In a South African civil war, there
would be no distinguishing between
combatants and noncombatants. In the
apartheid socicty, the all-black villages
and townships conld be heavily radi-
ated, harming pethaps o handiul of
whites. And that's i, ‘The historical
legacy ol South Africa may he that it
introduced neuatron warheaded mis-
siles—alter smallpox blankets, gas
chambers, aml napalm—as one more
tec hnological improvement in the his-
tory-of genocide,

Next month: Zaire and Katanga

Protestors, Police
Clash at Seabrook

protestors lined up ontsude the plant
fenee, ehanting at the pohce and lean-
ing on the fence. When the fence beg

to sway, one policeman, who lad bi
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tric production will increase from
A6 percent i 1970 10 an estimated
23 percent in 1995, By contrast, accord-
ing 1o an estimate by the Atomic Indus-

been offercd 10 neighbors of hydro-
eleciric facilities, and so the rate reduc-
tion is generally regarded as a way 1o
overeome loenl antinoe b coniisanas

-



