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DRAFT COUNSELING

T
HIRTEENDAYS. That's how
much time it would take from
the day Congress approves a
draft, to the arrival of the first

draftees in boot camp. The Vietnam-era
draft ended 18 years ago, in January,
1973, and an entire generation has
grown up in the United States without
the threat of being forced into military
service. Now, just as that generation
begins to turn 18 years old. the draft
may be started up again, this time be-
cause of a crisis in the Middle East.

Why Now?

THE CURRENTPLANSfor a drafthave
always been closely tied to crises in

the Middle East. President Carter or-
dered Selective Service to set up draft
registration in 1980, in response to a
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and a
revolution in Iran. At the same time,
Carter created the Rapid Deployment
Force, or Central Command, to be able
to send troops to oil rich Middle East-
ern countries. Draft registration was
supposed to "send a message" about
"America's resolve" to show it could
fight the Soviets in Europe, the Middle
East, and anywhere else. Millions of
youths at first ignored it, many of them
fearing a way like Vietnam-not in
defense of their country, but against
people in a Third World country.

Throughout the 1980s, draft boards
were set up, regulations were written,
and the entire Selective Service system
was put through trial runs. Selective
Service says that after a draft begins, it
can deliver 100,000 draftees to the
military within 30 days.

The end of the 19808saw the fall of
the Berlin Wall, and the Soviet pull-out
from Afghanistan. President Bush did
not respond by ending draft registra-
tion. Instead, he responded to the 1990
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait by sending
more then 430,000 Central Command
troops to the Persian Gulf regi<?n.(U.S.
troop strength at the height-~ofthe Viet-
nam War was about 540,000.)

As part of the mobilization, Bush
has called up Reserve combat units,
and kept active-duty personnel beyond
their agreed term of duty. These ac-
tions-neither of which were taken
during Vietnam-raise the question
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whether current troop levels are enough
to continue a viscous land war, possibly
with more U.S. casualties than in Viet-
nam. Since the crisis began, the number
of recruits joining the military has
dropped by one-third in some areas.
Some politicians and newspapers have
begun to call for a new draft. They
claim that it would spread the burden
of combat more evenly across society.
They ignore the fact that a new draft
will hit the poor and people of color
first, while those with money will find
ways out. Former Nave Secretary
James Webb said that if Bush "is
serious about going on the offensive, he
should call for an immediate resump-
tion of the draft."

At the same time, many people have
begun to question the U.S. war in the
Persian Gulf. They say that a war
fought to defend oil companies and
wealthy monarchs is not in the interest
of Arab peoples or of the people of the
U.S. They oppose the return of forced
military service, but oppose the war
even without a new draft. Government
officials aren't talking tDuch about the
draft now because they fear that it
would increase public opposition to the
war. But in war, the military "need" for
a new draft may outweigh its political
problems. A draft may even start after
"peace" comes, if many troops stay in
the Middle East.

One form of the draft-the Econ-
omic Draft-is already in place, while
two others--the Selective Service Draft
and the National Service Draft-are
being planned and debated:

THE ECONOMICDRAFf-This is the
system now used by the armed for-

ces. Young people, particularly in poor
inner cities and rural areas, have fewer
jobs available, and many have little
choice but to enlist. Recruiters paint a
rosy picture of job opportunities after
the service, even though many veterans
report that few civilian jobs match their
combat-related skills. Since a large
number of African Americans, Latinos,
and Native Americans are poor, they
make up more than their fair share of
the "All-Volunteer Force." Combat
units in the Gulf are more than 30 per-
cent African American, compared to 13
percent of the population.
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THE SELECTIVESERVICEDRAFr-
This is the system that was used

until the end of the Vietnam War. It was
supposed to select 18 year olds at ran-
dom for military duty. However, fami-
lies with more money were able to fmd
lawyers or doctors to keep their
children out, or (as in the case of Dan
Quayle) to get non-combat assign-
ments. Soldiers with less money and
fewer skills were more likely to be put
in frontline units. During Vietnam, one-
quarter' of U.S. combat deaths were
African American GIs.

THE NATIONAL DRAFf SERvICE-This

has gotten support from Senate
Armed Services Committee Chair Sam
Nunn (D-GA), conservative spokesper-
son William Buckley, and others. They
call for a civilian military service draft.
which would sugar coat a forced mili-
tary draft by allowing an option to join
civilian government programs (such as
Vista or the Peace Corps) for longer
terms and with fewer benefits. Most
proposals would ban youths (male and
female) from federal student aid if they
refuse National Service-again punish-
ing worldng class Americans. There
area also proposals to force Americans
of all ages to serve.

Each form of the draft carries its
own injustices, and adds to the growing
size of the armed forces, far beyond
what is needed to defend the U.S. The
Committee Against Registration and the
Draft (CARD) calls for a new foreign
policy that recognizes justice' and
equality for Third World nations, which
earns respect for the U.S., and gets rid
of the need for so many GIs to serve as
global police. CARD also calls for a
program providing well paying jobs to
youths outside the military.

What Options Are There?
TF YOUOR someone you know is of
.draft age, you may find that the op-
tions are different from what they were
during Vietnam. Each option has its
good points and drawbacks.

Draftees who are opposed to taking
part in war for moral or religious
reasons can apply as Conscientious Ob-
jectors (COs) and do alternative service
instead. You can't apply for CO status
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when you register for the draft, only
when you are drafted, so it is imponant
to prove well ahead of time that you
are a CO (stan by writing a letter about
your beliefs that you sign, date, get
notarized, and mail to yourself without
opening it.). Youths who don't fit a
white middle class religious image may
find that draft boards won't accept
them as COsoThose who are not will-
ing to take pan in som~but not all-
wars may also be denied. Most Nation-
al Service plans replace CO status with
a civilian service option, with no way
out for medical reasons. (A side note:
GIs can apply for CO status to get out
of the military, but many have been
told that they can't apply until they're
in the Persian Gulf.)
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Getting Out Of The Draft

THEREAREWAYSto get out of the
draft (exemptions) or delay service

(deferments) under the Military Selec-
tive Service Act, but most will be har-
der to get than during the Vietnam War.
The old student deferment no longer
exists: students may delay draft orders
only until the end of the semester (for
seniors until the end of the school
year). Getting proof of medical prob-
lems for a deferment can be expensive.
Hardship deferments will be difficult to
get, even for draftees with families and
children to support. Talk to a draft
counselor for help on these claims.
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LEAVINGTHE COUNTRY---Canada's
conservative government has said it

will not let U.S. draft resisters stay.
Canada. like some European nations,
has also sent its own military forces to
the Gulf. Anti-war deseners from some
of these militaries find it difficult to lo-
cate safe countries of exile. The posi-
tion of Mexico and other countries isn't
known at this time.

REFUSING DRAfT ORDERS?- Those
who refuse to be drafted may face

charges, courts, prison, and large fines.
But if many people resist, the govern-
ment will be only be able to harass a
small ponion of resisters. During the
Vietnam War, 570,000 men resisted the
draft. Only 8,750 were convicted, and
most of them served no prison time.
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(Statistics show that youths were less
likely to be put in jail for resisting the
draft than they were to be killed or
wounded if they were drafted.) And the
high level of draft resistance helped
bring the war to an end.

REFUSINGTO REGISTER?-Simply
not signing up for the draft is an

option chosen by many young people.
The Selective Service machine is so big
that some non-registrants have "fallen
through the cracks." Others have de-
layed registering until age 22 (the first
to be drafted will be 19 and 20 year
olds). Selective Service accepts late
registration, and the more draft-age
men who hold out and register late, the
more trouble Selective Service will
have. The legal risk may be small.
Fewer than 20 resisters have been
brought to court, and the handful sent
to prison served less than six months.
(During the Vietnam War, non-regi-
strants were almost always given a
chance to register late, and were less
likely to go to court than those who
registered and later refused draft or-
ders.) But the government does bar
non-registrants from federal student
loans and aid, jobs, and job training
programs (only punishing those who
can't afford these things on their own).
Non-registrants can apply for state
funds or special student loans, but these
can help out fewer students.

What Can I Do?

DON'TJUSTBE thinking about what
you'd do in case of a new draft,

join the movement to stop conscription
from coming back. The best way to
avoid a new draft is to stop U.S. troops
being sent to the Persian Gulf and other
regions. Sign up with a group in your
area that is working on education, ral-
lies, concerts, and other actions. Get
your family and friends involved.

With a little imagination and hard
work, you and your friends can form
your own anti-draft group. A high
school group can tell fellow students
about the military and the draft, print a
newsletter or do a radio show, invite
veterans to speak, and hold meetings or
marches with students form other
schools. Families of draft age youths
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can form their own peace groups, much
as families of GIs have already done.
Groups of women, people of color,
veterans, college students, gays and les-
bians, or older people all have their
own important views on the draft.
Groups and individuals can oppose the
Selective Service and military recruiters
in your community-such as registra-
tion ads, ASVAB school tests, and local
draft boards. Ask draft and military
counselors to train your group. Propose
that your community, school, or church
declare itself a sanctuary for draft and
military resisters, which won't coop-
erate with federal agents hunting them
down. Call or write to ask that you
state and federal representatives oppose
war and the draft. Write your local
newspaper or call a radio show.

Resources

For draft materials, counseling, and
forming groups:

DRAFr AND MILITARY COUNSELING:
Committee Against Registration and the Draft
(CARD)-Midwest office, 731 State St.
Madison, WI 53703, 608-257-7562.
Central Comminee for Conscientious Objec-
tors (CCCO), 2208 South St, Philadelphia PA
19146, 215-545-4626; PO Box 42249, San
Francisco, CA 94142. 415-474-3002
Midwest Committee for Military Counseling
(MCMC). 59 E. Van Buren #1400. Chicago IL
60605,312-939-3349
National Lawyers Guild (NLG) Military Law
Task Force, PO Box 33544. San Diego CA
92163,619-233-1701
Vietnam Veterans Against The War (WAW),
Box 408594, Chica~o, IL 60648, 302-327-
5756
Black Veterans for Social Justice (BVSJ), 686
Fulton, Brooklyn, NY 11238, 718-935-5756
Citizen Soldier, 175 5th Ave #808, New York
NY 10010,212-177-3470
GIs For Peace, 2923 Winchester Dr, Hayward,
CA 94541
Veterans Peace Action Teams, Box 170670,
San Francisco CA 94117,415-753-2130
PEACE GROUPS:
War Resisters League, 339, Lafayette St., New
York NY 10012,212-228-0450
National Campaign for Peace in the Middle
East, Box 3009, Church St. Station, New York
NY 10008,212-727-3069
Military Families Suppon Network, Box
11098, Milwaukee, WI 53211, 414-964-3859

Youth & Militarism Project, AFSC, 1515
Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA 19603

Prepared by Zoltan Grossman. outreach direc-
tor of the National Committee Against
Registration and the Draft.
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