
 
Connecting the dots of Northwest far-right groups, the Portland killings, 

and the terrorist threat that closed Evergreen 
 
Joey Gibson of Vancouver WA and his groups Patriot Prayer, Warriors for Freedom, and 
American Freedom Keepers describe themselves as “pro-Trump conservatives” and "libertarian," 
and deny white supremacist ties, yet he has kept many facebook friends who are active white 
supremacists. His rhetoric tends to be pro-Trump, anti-Muslim (against "Shariah law") and anti-
Communist. Gibson's followers participated as “security” for Berkeley rallies supporting 
appearances by far-right commentators such as Ann Coulter, and opposing anti-fascist 
counterrallies.  
 
Gibson first came to came to media attention in Washington on May 1 as staging a pro-Trump 
"Anti-Communist" counterrally at the Seattle May Day protest at Westlake Square. Participants 
surrounded and grabbed a terrified woman who had questioned them.  
 
The City of Portland called off the annual Avenue of the Roses Parade amidst threats of 
disruption and "hateful rhetoric.”   Gibson organized a “Free Speech rally” for April 29, the same 
day as the cancelled parade, and allowed at least four known Nazi white supremacists to 
participate, and even to stage a photo-op with Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler. White supremacist 
Jeremy Christian also participated in the April 29 rally, but was so vocal with racist slurs that he 
was kicked out of the rally to prevent him from discrediting it.  
 
On May 26, Jeremy Christian slashed the throats of three men who had intervened to protect two 
women (one of them Muslim) from his assault on the Portland MAX train. Two of the men died. 
Media attention soon focused on Christian's participation in Gibson's April 29 rally.  
 
Gibson denied any ties to Christian, and eschewed any bigoted motives, but failed to discuss the 
other white supremacists at his April 29 rally, and announced a second Portland "free speech" 
rally for June 4.   After the MAX killings, Portland Mayor Wheeler unsuccessfully sought to 
cancel Gibson's planned June 4 "free speech" rally, which he feared would lead to more 
violence.   
 
After Fox News’ Tucker Carlson, a conservative commentator who has evolved in an “alt-right” 
direction, started focusing attention on the Evergreen protests on May 26, a flood of emails start 
targeting Evergreen staff and faculty involved in equity leadership. Many of these emails have 
been openly racist and derogatory. 
 
Evergreen Vice President for Student Affairs Wendy Endress reported in an allstafffaculty email 
on May 31: "Earlier today we learned of a KIRO radio broadcast in which local conservative 
talk-show host Dori Monson interviewed Joey Gibson, leader of Patriot Prayer, a group 
scheduled to convene for a free-speech rally in Portland on Sunday, June 4th. In this interview 
Gibson implies that attention will be directed to Evergreen following the Portland rally. At the 
same time, we are aware that some groups employ a trolling tactic in which they falsely 
announce rallies and other actions in order to frighten people. We are taking the information 
seriously and will attempt to obtain relevant intelligence about the possibility of extremist groups 



coming to campus."        
 
The very next day, on Thursday, June 1, after Evergreen was evacuated due to a shooter threat, 
Joey Gibson implied on his personal facebook page (10:51 pm) that it was a fake threat intended 
to discredit him: "Making a prediction right now- this bomb threat will be blamed on Joey 
Gibson (me) and Patriot Prayer. 24 hours after I said that we will be coming to Evergreen State 
College students started warning that white supremacist are coming to 'cleanse' the campus'."  
 
On the transcript of the June 1 threat, the shooter condemns "Evergreen University" as being in 
the "communist, scumbag town" of Olympia. The phrase is interesting because (at least in 
Olympia) Evergreen student activists are more maligned as being associated with anarchism than 
with communism. 
 
The Jason and Burns show on KIRO interviewed Joey Gibson on June 1, followed by a segment 
on the Evergreen threat and evacuation:    Gibson also appeared on Fox Business on June 2, 
defending his planned Portland rally and his June 10 "March Against Shariah" rally in Seattle. 
On June 2, Evergreen grad Casey Jaywork published an article in the Seattle Weekly, "Both Sides 
Are Urging Peace, but the Upcoming ‘Anti-Sharia’ Rally Feels Ominous."  Also on June 2, 
Chuck Tanner of the Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights (IREHR) wrote an 
analysis of the June 10 “March Against Shariah” in Seattle.  
 
Gibson, like other far-right leaders, point to the presence of some people of color at his rallies as 
“proof” that his movement is not white supremacist. But far-right ultranationalism / fascism is 
not always synonymous with white supremacy alone. U.S. history has not been based on a single 
generic system of racism, but three parallel tracks of racism: anti-blackness (from the desire for 
slave labor), anti-Indianism (from the genocidal desire for land), and anti-immigrant sentiment 
(from the desire for foreign conquest and Christian cultural purity).   
 
Throughout our history, a divide-and-conquer strategy has been used to enlist other racial groups 
in white supremacist and Christian supremacist strategies. People of color can be involved in 
anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim, anti-LGBTQ, pro-police, and pro-gun rights causes. (They can also 
uphold the values of foreign ultranationalist movements, such as Japanese fascism in WWII, 
Latin American death squads, or South Korean Moonies.) The vast majority of racial justice 
groups have spoken out against these divide-and rule strategies, and promoted solidarity. 
 
Whatever happens next, it appears that a toxic brew of “alt-right” (far right), white supremacist, 
anti-Muslim, and anti-Communist ideologies is growing along the West Coast, and targets 
college campuses as a primary enemy, with Evergreen at or near the top of the list. These 
groups’ primary argument is that their “free speech” rights are being violated by “Social Justice 
Warriors” (or "SJW"), whom they demonize as deranged “mobs” or “thugs” practicing “reverse 
racism.” As they attempt to disassociate themselves from overt bigotry, their followers continue 
to commit threats and acts of violence.     
 
 
 
 



Far-Right Protesters Meet Anti-Fascists at Evergreen 
 
The June 15 rally at The Evergreen State College by the "Patriot Prayer"/Warriors for Freedom 
drew about 75-100 people supporting "white rights" and opposing campus equity and diversity 
programs. They were met by a counterpresence of more than 200 who carried banners opposing 
fascism and supporting "Community Love," a slogan of recent student of color protests. Most 
students had already left their dorms as planned the previous day. Campus was closed at 3:15 pm 
in anticipation of the so-called "free speech" protest by the hate-speech proponents. The campus 
had been closed for three days earlier this month due to a June 1 far-right terrorist threat, and The 
June 16 graduation moved). 
 
A huge force of riot-clad police, mainly Washington State Patrol, separated the two sides with 
metal barricades on Red Square. Instead of facing only the anti-fascist protesters as they usually 
do, they were facing both ways, apparently at Evergreen's request. But they left both ends of the 
barrier open, so when the far-right protesters arrived in Red Square from the parkway 
roundabout at about 6:00 pm, they tried to cross on the CAB side and were stopped by the anti-
fascists and then police. Another confrontation ensued later in the gap on the Purce Hall side. 
The fascist protesters left when their facebook event time ended at 7:30.   
 
Most of the anti-fascist crowd were Evergreen and Olympia community members, exercising 
their conscience and free speech, and some were from anti-fascist activist groups around the 
Northwest, with banners such as "Black Lives Matter" and "We are on Medicine Creek Treaty 
Land," and expressions of Evergreen's spirit of innovative education. There was one arrest, of an 
anti-fascist activist for disorderly conduct.  
 

 

    The Kekistan flag at Evergreen 



 

The Nazi meme Pepe the Frog at Evergreen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thorfin Odinson 

 

Thorfin Odinson in the Patriot Prayer rally at Evergreen on June 15, 2017. He is carrying 
communication equipment used by the Three-Percenter militia that served as rally security.  

 

“Thorfin who lives in Longview, WA is a member of the Cascade Legion and the most obvious 
member of the Odinist [white supremacist neo-Pagan] movement. Odinson also appears to be 
involved in the Three-Percenter movement to some extent. A cursory look at his social media 
presence shows that he has been in attendance at several Joey Gibson events in Portland and 
Olympia and includes memes such as the one below which shows a heathen and crusader 
teaming up to fight Black Lives Matter, feminists, LGBTQ, and a variety of leftists being 
controlled by a caricature of a Jewish person with a Sonnenrad [Nordic-Nazi sunwheel] 
overhead.” The meme shows unity between his neo-pagan mystical-racist and Christian branches 
of the far right, represented by the historic figures of the Viking and Crusader. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Odinson in a militia training, either of the Three Percenters or Cascade Legion. 
 

   







   
 
 
Cascade Legion mission described by Seattle Nazi Charles Krafft. The Cascade Legion is “a 
relatively new formation, which coalesced earlier this year in response to a notion of a perceived 
victimhood at the hands of ‘Antifa terror’ and ‘disgusting displays of anarchy.’ Their 
membership varies from actual neo-Nazis, such as Seattle’s own Charles Krafft, to internet 
meme kids, to Odinists and fascist heathens. The stated goal of the group is to provide defense to 
the right wing and assisting the police in engaging in political repression of their opposition.” 
“The Cascade Legion recognizes that heightened political tensions have made violence against 
citizenry a growing risk at public assemblies, as well as in day-to-day life, notably from left-
wing terrorist organizations such as Black Lives Matter and Antifa.” 
www.thecascadelegion.com    “Diversity + proximity = war” 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Cascade Legion symbol design “is an expansion upon the work of Jack Donovan, a 
contemporary local, who explains the conflict bindrune in the center of our logo:     The conflict 
bindrune is essentially an inverted peace sign, used to illustrate this point. It is a synthesis of 
contemporary and ancient symbols that results in a new symbol that captures a basic human truth 
about men and life that is too easily forgotten in this age of safety and comfort facilitated by 
wealth and technology.     The conflict bindrune was designed to visually convey this truth: “Life 
is Conflict. Peace is Death.”     Jack Donovan is expressly apolitical, and designed the rune as a 
distillation of the source of masculine virtues: conflict.     The surrounding circle of Haglaz runes 
conveys the separating force of hail. Like conflict, hail is both a symbolic source of life and 
death……     Finally, the circle itself embodies the surrounding, protective role we as an 
organization hope to fulfill: protect the perimeter.     In summation, it is a runic pattern that 
represents the sustenance and protection of life through preparation for conflict. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Michael Pena 
 
 

 
 
Michael Pena (left at Eevergreen on June 15) “is one of the Portland Street Preachers, who have 
been known for screaming bigoted hate throughout Portland’s streets on megaphones. The group 
is anti-LGBT, anti-Muslim, and has shown up at a church in the Portland area to threaten 
immigrants. Joey Gibson has himself admitted that they make a lot of people uncomfortable at 
his rallies, and yet he continues to invite them to his events, including them in his publicity 
graphics, utilizing the white power symbol of a cross inside a circle.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
David Fry 
 

 
 
David Fry (photo at Evergreen on June 15) of Lakewood, WA is president of American Freedom 
Motorcycle Club. From what members of the group tell us, “The American Freedom Keepers” 
was the idea of Fry and John Beavers– thereby transforming Joey Gibson’s gang of violent thrill-
seekers into an anti-protester posse. … He initiates new recruits into the American Freedom MC, 
which serves as an inner cadre of fighters that travel around the country, prepared to battle 
American citizens. Fry has been arrested multiple times for “unlawful detainment.  The 
American Freedom MC is affiliated with the American Freedom Warriors formation which is the 
loose coalition of various violent individuals and groups that has coalesced around Joey Gibson 
and his traveling circus. Fry has traveled as far as Berkeley to chase down and assault protestors 
in the streets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Fry choking and beating a protestor on the ground in Berkeley on April 15 
 

 

 

 

 

 



However, in early September David Fry “took to his Facebook to denounce Gibson’s planned 
event in Portland due to his continued cooperation with fascists such as Identity Europa, a 
“western chauvinist” white supremacist group. While his actions in Berkeley speak for 
themselves, we genuinely hope and want to believe him when he says he has turned over a new 
leaf and is done with enabling these fascists to freely organize.” 

 

Identity Europa organizer Jacob Ott bragging in video of using Patriot Prayer rallies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Identity Europa organizer Jacob Ott shaking Jeremy Christian’s hand after Christian gave the 
Sieg Heil salute at Gibson’s April 29 Portland “free speech” rally. On May 26, Christian slit the 
throats of three men (killing two) who had defended two African American women (one of them 
Muslim) from his threats. 
 

 
 



 
Tusitala Toese  
 

 
 
Tusitala “Tiny” Toese of Vancouver, WA (shown at Evergreen on June 15) is one of Joey 
Gibson’s Warriors for Freedom gang. He often brags about hitting protesters, and was 
videotaped punching a protester half his size in downtown Portland on May 13.  He is Samoan-
American, and dances a haka (which PP deems a “war dance”) at some Patriot Prayer rallies.  He 
was detained and criminally cited on August 6 after he brutalized a protester at a Portland rally.  
 

 
 



 
Kathryn Townsend  
 
Kathryn Townsend, of Gig Harbor,WA, (shown at Evergreen on June 15) is the listed governor 
of Warriors for Freedom LLC, as filed with the State of Washington, and has traveled around the 
West Coast to attend Warriors for Freedom events.  She is pictured with Jacob Ott below. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Three-Percenter militia 
 
 

 
 

From Wikipedia: The Three Percenters (aka 3%ers, III%ers, or “Threepers”) , Gibson’s 
Evergreen  rally security on June 15, are a Patriot movement paramilitary group that pledges 
armed resistance against attempts to restrict private gun ownership. Adherents and supporters 
have been associated with threats and acts of violence. Like other Patriot groups, they depict the 
federal government as tyrannical. Their name refers to the (disputed) percentage of American 
colonialists who took up arms against the British during the Revolutionary War.  

The Three Percenters were co-founded in late 2008 by Mike Vanderboegh, who was active in 
1990s Alabama militia groups. Vanderboegh has said, “The Three Percent idea, the movement, 
the ideal, was designed to be a simple, powerful concept that could not be infiltrated or subjected 
to agents provocateurs like many organizations that I observed in the constitutional militia 
movement of the 90s.” Along with the Oath Keepers, the Three Percenters are part of a new 
wave of Patriot movement groups that are successors to the militia movement of the 1990s and 
have had a dramatic rebirth since the 2008 election of Barack Obama to the presidency. 



Ideologically, the Three Percenters are similar to the better-known Oath Keepers, a Patriot 
movement group of current and former military, law enforcement, and first responders. The Oath 
Keepers claim to “defend the Constitution,” and interpret this as a commitment to right-wing 
social and economic views of the kind usually associated with the John Birch Society. The Oath 
Keepers promote conspiracy theories that claim that the United States is a socialist government 
intent on disarming the population so that a foreign government can invade. They are committed 
to a libertarian view of private property that opposes most federal land ownership or restrictions 
on private use for environmental or other reasons. A Three Percenter flag could be seen flying 
above the Jan. 2015 militia siege of a federal building in rural Oregon. 

Those with felony convictions are welcome in the Three Percenters, who work closely with the 
Oath Keepers…. Three Percenter co-founder Vanderboegh is well known for his violent rhetoric. 
In 2010, he called for breaking the windows of Democratic Party offices, and a slew of such 
attacks followed. He called for armed resistance to Obamacare and has published personal 
information about the families of legislators who voted for gun control measures. At the 2015 
Salem, Oregon rally against state gun control legislation, he threatened “civil war” (as he did at 
the Bundy Ranch) as a response to the new laws. He also called Oregon Governor Kate Brown 
and others in the state government “tyrants” and “domestic enemies of the Constitution,” before 
saying, “this country has long had a remedy for tyrants—a second amendment remedy. So be 
careful for what you wish for, Madam—you may get it.” 

The Three Percenters have shown up at almost all of the major Patriot movement standoffs and 
armed camps in recent years, including the Bundy Ranch confrontation with Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) agents in Nevada in April 2014; a Josephine County, Oregon dispute 
between miners and the BLM in April 2015; and a Lincoln, Montana dispute between miners and 
the BLM and Forest Service in July 2015. In Idaho, they have mobilized religious hatred and 
xenophobic hostility, organizing public rallies against Syrian refugee resettlement. The Idaho 
Three Percenters’ organizing has inspired similar actions in California. Supporters also tried to 
build a “citadel” in rural Benewah County in the Idaho panhandle. 

Numerous arrests of Three Percenters and those who have shown affinity with them have been 
documented. Allen “Lance” Scarsella, who was arrested in connection with the shooting of five 
people at a Black Lives Matter demonstration in Minneapolis in November 2015, showed an 
affinity for the Three Percenters. So did Jerad Miller, who was at the Bundy Ranch before he and 
his wife, Amanda, were involved in a June 2014 ambush of police officers and subsequent 
shootout that left five dead, including the Millers. Three Percenter Brad Bartelt threatened to 
detonate a homemade explosive on Arkansas State University’s campus in December 2015 Bran-
don D. Gibbs, who was heavily armed and armored when police arrested him in December 2014 
for threatening a city official, also had shown an affinity for the Three Percenters.And in 2011, 
Frederick Thomas was arrested in Georgia as a member of a militia group, which “planned to 
attack cities including Atlanta with deadly ricin, bomb federal buildings and murder law 
enforcement officials and others.” Thomas was allegedly inspired by Vanderboegh’s online 
novel Absolved; it describes a future confrontation where activists with Patriot movement views 
have a shootout with law enforcement and plan to murder government officials. 

 


