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ABSTRACT 

Music is often figuratively described as a universal language, and in our group, we set out to 

create an artistic piece that would transcend any language or cultural barriers and, through 

including pieces of all our cultures, be able to resonate with anyone who listens to it. We got to 

know each other’s music tastes and used this way of understanding to blend our cultures into one 

unique song. We presented this song, as well as an introductory piece consisting of our differing 

tastes in music, at a symposium over Zoom and were met with resounding understanding and 

positive feelings from our audience, which provides another metaphysical piece of evidence to 

this figurative claim. Attending and participating in the symposium put everything into 

perspective and gave the entire program a well-rounded meaning. Our work group hopes to 

continue collaborating in the future or at the very least stay in touch on a friendly and personal 

level. 
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Throughout this quarter, in preparation for our cross-cultural symposium, I was a 

facilitator of the Music work group, which consisted of American, Chinese, and Indian students 

from Evergreen, Wuyi, and Amity Universities, respectively. Many people were interested in 

being part of the music group, and while we did have a few notable people from this entire list be 

tangentially involved on some level, the core group quickly boiled down to its key members, all 

of which are credited as co-writers for the original song we created together. That group includes, 

myself, as well as Arwa Sabir, Meenakshi Menon, Catherine Straley, Patrick Hamilton, Sparkles, 

守望麦⽥的精灵 , and ⼖㕕. The only way I have to credit the Chinese students is through their 

email display names, I got the OK from “Arom” on WeChat to do so, so I hope this information 

is sufficient.  

As the music group, we came up with two distinct projects to present together at the 

Symposium. The first was a compilation or mixtape of sorts that would sample a taste of each of 

our individual music preferences and why they were important to us, or why they resonated with 

us so deeply. Pulling this off was an arduous task for everyone involved, and it was the easier of 

our two projects. Juggling three different timezones and multiple communication platforms felt 

like chasing my own tail at times but getting everyone together to make what we accomplished 

was so worth it. Arom, who I think went by Jane during our Zoom meetings, endeavored to turn 

their favorite song in with not much time to spare, given that the Wuyi university had been 

without power for the past two days, even though it was down to the wire I still accepted their 

submission and edited into our finished product. I’m so glad for that! It wouldn’t have been 

complete without that song and Arom’s words. I admire their dedication to contact me and put 

their contribution in even under such distressful conditions. I was still able to get that version to 

Jay on time, so I feel morally okay about not putting too much strain on anyone involved.  

It’s fascinating, the way this project became so much more personal and emotionally 

intimate than it seems on the surface. Or what I imagined it to be, I suppose. I knew I was asking 

a lot of my group. We were all working hard and had our own personal lives raging away in the 

background, so I made sure to stress just a few words about why they liked these songs would 
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do. I wanted it to be an easy and fun experience for them, not another stressor in their already 

hectic lives. I expected I would receive adequate but simple answers, but I was continuously 

blown away by the raw and vulnerably honest responses I received to my repeated question of 

“why” this song is your choice, why does this song represent you in this moment? I had lovely 

and illuminating conversations with everyone who contributed about their musical histories and 

interests, and it was endlessly heartwarming to be included in that. Mostly, I’m proud of the fact 

that I was able to include as much as I could of these pieces of my group and present them in a 

way that can be universally recognized and understood.  

Our second project was an ambitiously collaborative creative musical piece, which was 

propositioned to me by Junito Rodriguez, another Evergreen student. He told me he thought it 

would be a great way to bring all our cultures together and make something special and tossed 

the ball to me on conceptualizing and moving the song forward. Throughout our Zoom meetings, 

I spent a lot of time asking questions about what the rest of my group wanted to talk about, 

wanted to do, and wanted this project to be, and then did my best to take all of those voices and 

ideas and perspectives and boil them down into one harmonious sound. We tossed around very 

abstract ideas and thoughts, until it was one of our Chinese members who finally came up with  

the phrase “Summer Love” and we finally 

had a foundation to build from. 

Considering what’s going on in the world 

right now, it seemed like a positive and 

therapeutic angle to take on our creative 

mission, but like all creative missions, it 

steered us in its own direction as we 

worked, and we ultimately produced something a bit grittier and darker than originally intended. 

There was no way around this, though, because the song is an honest amalgamation of all our 

hearts and what was on our minds at the time of creating it. In one of our last Zoom meetings, 

https://hip-hop-music.fandom.com/wiki/MF_DOOM
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Patrick was the one who steered us back into a hopeful headspace by introducing us to one of his 

favorite MF Doom tracks, included in our compilation mixtape, and spoke about the way there’s 

a power and peace to the way the artist speaks about love and family and death and the end of the 

world.  

I am very proud of the song we created together and all I hope for is that the rest of my 

group feels like there is a good and representative piece of them inside it, because to put art out 

into the world is one of the surest ways to leave a mark in some way, and maybe some day 

thousands of years in the future there will be people listening to our song and we’ll have all been 

part of something epic together. It’s epic to me, regardless. I’m so grateful for this experience 

and the parameters that were set which enabled me to work so hard on something that I’m so 

passionate about. The opportunity to speak regularly with all the Wuyi and Amity students, but 

especially my Music group members, 

and to get to know them, was 

priceless and indelibly significant to 

my overall journey and life 

experience, now.  

As for the experience of the 

symposium that we were all working 

towards, I have to say I’m glad my 

group presented first so after that my 

attention could be totally on 

everyone else’s and I wouldn’t be stressed out or distracted about the possibility of my group’s 

presentation having a technical issue or going wrong in some other way. I’m extremely grateful 

for everyone’s responses and engagement and attention during our presentation. I’m glad we 

were able to start the symposium off with a good energy that made people feel energized and 

ready for the event.  

It was really fascinating to see everyone’s else presentations, how they presented them, 

and the various formats that were used. Since my group’s projects were more creative/art based, 

we didn’t really have any researched information to present in that way, since our pieces were 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-05/29 c_136324269_2.htm

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-05/29
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-05/29
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meant to serve as the combined effects of our collaborative research amongst each other’s 

cultures and tastes. So, seeing the informative presentations were really interesting not only 

because of the content within them but also just to see how all the other groups worked together 

and decided to present their work.  

I was especially interested in the culture of tea’s presentation. It was nice to see sweet 

iced tea talked about as an actual cultural staple of America and not just sort of in a joking or 

offhanded way. People often say that Americans have no culture, because we’re made up of so 

many different people, but this country is also still quite young in comparison to other countries 

with rich and distinctive cultures. It has taken time to blend all our cultures in such a way that 

together we create wholly new things that will become associated with us as one people. It’s still 

an ongoing process, of course. But I think it’s historically significant to be alive during this time 

right now, where our country does feel like there is potential for real change and newfound unity.  

I also really enjoyed the mental health and children’s health presentations. There was so 

much information presented that was relevant and interesting to me as an autistic and mentally ill 

individual. It was especially interesting to see the way neurodivergence is thought about and 

talked about in other countries. It is my hope that in all our countries we will continue to open 

our eyes and hearts about making this world a more accessible place to live in. There have been 

changes made to society during COVID-19 that have pushed disability conversations like this to 

the forefront of our collective consciousness and to see it continue to breakthrough into an 

ongoing mainstream issue would be just the kind of revolutionary action we need right now. 

The storytelling group seemed like a tight-knit group of friends who’d all known each 

other for a long time. It was nice to see that energy emanate from their readings of their 

collaborative creation, even almost more entertaining than the story itself. I was really moved by 

the way all the groups interacted with each other and spoke about each of their topics. The whole 

project has feel so conceptual and abstract this whole time, for me at least, while we’d all been 

toiling away so it was just really amazing and inspiring to see it all come together and experience 

all the real people behind these projects.  

Lastly, to return to my own group, the music group, to add any additional evidence and 

context I can to somehow better illustrate the true experience of this multicultural experiment, I 
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can tell you what I remember of our conversations and how we applied it to our projects. I 

remember our first conversation over Zoom well, I asked Arwa, from Amity University, about 

the rap/hip hop scene in India. This is the musical genre that Patrick and myself most resonated 

with during this time and so we discussed the way the genre changes in themes and concepts 

depending on the region in which its being produced. I remember the way she gamely answered 

my questions, though she admittedly wasn’t familiar with the genre on a personal level, its still 

culturally inescapable in the way that the average person from any location would most likely be 

able to give you at least basic information about it. It was in that moment I felt our first “cross-

culture collaboration took place. And as we all talked more and more about music, the kinds that 

we all liked and why, how we wanted that to translate into one collaborative song, it created an 

intimate, at times frustrating, but ultimately 

rewarding system of translating and passing 

information back and forth between a group 

of people from three different countries — all 

while bushwhacking through wildly different 

timezones, limited ways to communicate, and 

both national and personal crises we were all 

facing. We may not have taken the same 

approach with regard to a lot of informative 

research like many of the other groups, but 

we learned a lot about each other and were witnesses to each other’s worlds for this fraught and 

culturally important period of time and I’m grateful for the novelty and difficulty of the 

experience. And of course I am very proud of and grateful for the final product we created, but 

mostly I’m grateful and proud to have gotten to know all the people in my group for the short 

time that I did. Sparkles has a tentative plan to try to keep in contact through an art group where 

we can continue to collaborate and share our creations with each other. I would be more than 

happy to collaborate creatively with any of these people again and if time and circumstances 

allow us to, I think Sparkles’ proposal is a pretty solid plan moving forward. I think something 

like this program has a bright future ahead of it, and it will be interesting to see how it can evolve 

https://www.highsnobiety.com/p/best-indian-rappers/
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and improve with practice and time. For being as new of an experience as it was for most of us 

right now, I think it played out the best that it could have. I’m in awe of the amount of work that 

was completed by all these people who are going through so much. The dedication so many had 

to continually show up to Zoom meetings and work together under all these obstacles and 

externally difficult conditions, it’s just been incredible and inspiring. 


