Junito Rodriguez
Silk Roads Spring
International Collaboration
06-05-2021
International Collaboration and Program Reflection
First and foremost, Silk Roads was amazing to say the least and I thoroughly enjoyed the
program. I learned a lot from Hirsh and even my peers in the class. I was thankful to have some
talented and knowledgeable individuals who helped me along the way. I mainly worked hand in
hand with Saz Jackson. Saz was extremely helpful, and we would often communicate via
Discord or Telegram/email. Saz and I purposed an idea of creating a collaborative song with
some of our fellow students abroad. Everyone would contribute their ideas as far as their musical
interests, writing, etc. Our main goal was to create a song that everyone could be a part of. I
didn’t get to be as hands on as I would’ve liked due to work. I’ve been doing a lot of remote
recording via zoom during the pandemic. I’ve also learned a lot about myself during this time.
I’ve been to a couple of classes with the Chinese students and really enjoyed the learning and
conversation. The whole entire overall experience was new to me, and Hirsh was very
informative as an instructor and mentor. Some of the students in our music group were Patrick,
Saz, Lance, Sparkles, Catherine, Meenakshi and Arwa. Everyone’s ideas and input really helped
make the project successful. “Summer Love” was the song that was completed for the
symposium. I thoroughly enjoyed the song, and I was honored to be a part of it. Saz pretty much
took the lead on song and the chorus and verses were actually very catchy and easy to remember.
The melody was also one of the parts that really stood out to me. I imported the song into Pro
Tools (Recording Software) and added some vocals in the hook in between words. It’s amazing
how a song can literally come from nothing and become something amazing. We worked with
students from Wuyi University in China and also students from Amity University. I really felt at
home when I was recording my portion for the song. One thing that we all have in common in
this world is music. I honestly and truly believe that. Future planning for me would be to really
tap in and interact with our fellow students abroad. Due to my work, I didn’t get to do as much of
that as I would’ve liked to. But once again, I did enjoy the overall experience. I feel like the

online cross-cultural exchange was pretty easy. Initially, due to the language barrier, it seemed
kind of difficult for the Chinese students to understand what the instructor was saying but it
seemed that they got used to it very quickly. I do feel bad that I didn’t get to give one hundred
percent of my time to class but I hope to take another class with Hirsh and change that.

http://catchylecty.com/product/summerlove/
Below is a picture of the program I record my vocals in:
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