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December 26, 2022 
 
Dear friends and family, 
 
Happy Holidays—Hanukah, Kwanzaa, Solstice, Christmas and New Year! 
 
I hope 2023 brings you joy and fulfillment and there is progress towards justice and liberation in 
the U.S. and globally. And that fascist, racist and authoritarian organizations and governments 
suffer some serious defeats. 
 

About my 2022! 
Although I had a mild case of Covid in July, I was mainly healthy and feel so as I approach 
2023. Many friends, some very close died in 2022. I attended memorials for Alan Parker at the 
Squaxin Tribal Center, near Shelton, and Gary Owens at the Philippino Cultural Center in 
Seattle. I plan to attend in the next few months, the memorials of two close friends, Jeff Perry 
and Dan Leahy. They have both, significantly contributed to the struggles for racial and 
economic justice. They live on in the many people they touched and influenced. I miss them. 
With these deaths, I am reminded of our own mortality and the need to focus our energy on 
what is important and not trivialities.  
 
2022 was my first full year of retirement. I miss teaching, especially the social interaction with 
students and faculty but am no longer interested in future full-time teaching.  I don’t like to use 
the r word (retirement) and kept busy although it was a challenge for me to be self-disciplined. I 
am trying to do a little writing, working out, studying Spanish and reading books every day 
although often not succeeding. After much encouragement from close friends and former 
teachers of mine, I have begun writing about my life experiences and about lessons to share 
with younger activists. Right now, I am writing about my change from someone who was anti-
Vietnam war and anti-racist in the mid 1960’s to becoming a committed life-long radical and 
activist.  
 
I also spend a lot of time talking to and writing friends all over the world. I would prefer to see 
you more although phone calls, Whatsapp, zoom, and emails connect me nationally and 
globally. My sense is that left activism is not that strong right now, but more is going on than 
many of us realize. I am very inspired by the courageous uprising led by women in Iran since 
the murder of Mahsa Amini on September 16th, 2022. In spite of murderous repression by the 
Iranian government, the protests are continuing. Strikes and labor organizing are growing in the 
United States, e.g., the massive and somewhat successful strike at the UC campuses that just 
ended. I have joined many protests and pickets in the struggle for first, unionization and then for 
a contract at the Starbucks stores in Olympia and Tumwater, WA. 
 
This is a difficult period, nationally and globally. The climate crisis deepens, there is a good 
chance of a serious global recession in 2023 as central banks all over are raising interest rates,  
as the income of wealth and inequality continue to grow and right-wing authoritarian and racist 
politics have significant support. I am increasingly aware of the growing isolation and alienation 
of individuals that is significantly furthered by neoliberalism and deepened by the coronavirus 
pandemic that has lasted three years and is not over. Prior to 2022, I focused primarily on the 
economic destructiveness of neoliberalism, but I have become increasingly aware of its 
destructive psychological impact. This has furthered the challenge to us of organizing for 
alternatives to neoliberalism and capitalism. I do remain hopeful that mass uprisings and 
liberatory social movements will grow in the near future. 
 



 2 

Briefly on Ukraine! I have spoken publicly, mainly on-line,  about this war a few times. I differ in 
my analysis and perspective from some of my friends on the left, especially those in other 
countries. While I believe US imperialism bears responsibility for pushing NATO’s expansion 
eastward and the U.S. should have explicitly stated that Ukraine would not become a member 
of NATO, the Russian invasion of February 24th is criminal, immoral, unjustified and illegal. The 
Russian invasion should not be justified in any way. Zelensky’s vision of Ukraine is a totally 
neoliberal society. Nonetheless, I believe that Ukraine has the right to defend itself and I support 
the sending of defensive weapons to Ukraine. I support total Russian withdrawal of its military 
from Ukraine where Ukraine plays a major and key role in the negotiations and settlement. 
I strongly support the Ukrainian left, most of whom are actively fighting against the Russian 
invasion.  A possible settlement is similar to the situation that existed before the February 24th 
invasion with but with guarantees of Ukrainian security and with the future of the status of the 
provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk in the Donbas region to be negotiated further. Ukraine’s 
foreign debt should be forgiven.  I am dismayed by those who reduce every global problem to 
US imperialism. While US imperialism continues as a major cause of oppression globally, 
Russian imperialism is also wrong and should be opposed.  
 
One of the discussions that I led about Ukraine was to the group, Real Utopia, realutopia.org, an 
organization I actively participate in. Check it out. Real Utopia  is a recently formed group of 
people from around the world, although primarily so far from Europe and the United States. We 
advocate for and do popular education and develop ideas about a participatory society, what I 
call, participatory socialism. Much of this original vision was developed by Robin Hahnel and 
Michael Albert, and the latter is an active member of the group.  I have given on-line talks and 
led workshops on racial justice and global justice through the lens of participatory socialism for 
this organization.  I plan to write these up in the near future. 
 
My highlight of 2022 was a two-month trip from May to July to seven countries in Europe: Spain, 
Italy, Greece, Austria, Slovenia, Sweden and Ireland, both the northern and southern part. This 
trip was a very meaningful experience for me. I visited with relatives, friends and fellow activists 
and members of Real Utopia. Except for Greece, I had spent little time in Europe in the past.  
What stood was that Europe is no longer overwhelmingly white. In Stockholm, Vienna, Dublin, 
Athens and Thessaloniki, the population was truly multiracial and multicultural. That is a very 
positive development. I was also reminded that when watching the French futbol (soccer) team 
in the recently concluded World Cup finals. Also, the respect shown for older people, e.g., me, is 
far less frequent in the United States.  When travelling, one often learns a lot about the country 
one lives in. What we take for granted, e.g., lack of respect for elders, especially among white 
people in the U.S. may be more the exception than the rule.  
 
I had been to Austria, the country where my parents grew up in, once before in 1955. I had 
avoided it because of its history of anti-semitism against my extended family. I am happy I 
visited Vienna.  I stayed with Thomas Stolner, a wonderful host, who is German but living with 
his family near Vienna and member of a group, Participatory Economy Project, that has many 
similar ideas on the economics of a good society to Real Utopia. I spent a day in Vienna with my 
first cousin Ronnie and his family. They were very welcoming.  We visited the graves of our 
grandparents and his father and my uncle Robert. I learned more about Robert’s time in a 
concentration camp and my dad’s, imprisonment by the Nazis in 1938. Both survived. Being in 
Vienna was a powerful experience for me as was visiting cousins of mine in Milan and Sweden, 
both of whom shared family history with me including their lives during World War II.  
 
In Slovenia and Ireland, both Derry and Dublin, I stayed with members of Real Utopia, all of 
whom I had communicated with on Zoom. With them I visited sites of resistance to the Nazis in 

http://realutopia.org/
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Slovenia and against the British colonialists in Ireland. In visiting sites of struggle, I felt and feel 
connected to the winding but continual river of resistance and struggle for liberation. I made 
deep friendships. I stayed with a friend in southern Spain and visited friends in Italy and in the 
four places I stayed in Greece. I enjoyed every day of my two weeks in Greece, including the 
island, Ikaria, but unlike some of earlier visits from 2010 to 2013, the organized left and mass 
protest was much weaker this time. Still, I was very impressed by many of the Greek activists I 
got reacquainted with and their committed organizing. Central economic and social issues of 
concern throughout my trip were the unaffordability of housing and the climate crisis. I 
participated in a lot of discussions with people organizing for housing, climate and immigrant 
justice.  
 
I also spent a few weeks in Oaxaca in October of this year. I renewed some very meaningful 
friendships there although it also became clear that my long-term on again, off again 
relationship with a woman there was over.  I continue to be a romantic.  I am single; although 
the isolation from the coronavirus made me feel even stronger the desire to be in a deep and 
passionate relationship.  
 
I spent a lot of time with my family in the last year, my four children, Josina, Inti, Filemón and 
Tony, my two grandchildren, Charlie and Javi, and my brother Roger who lives next door. I still 
cook for everyone on Sunday night, a family tradition. We are a close family which I value very 
much and are supportive of each other. I also frequently met with my dear friend, Savvina, who 
teaches political economy at the Evergreen State College. She and I continued to walk together 
a lot, especially by the Puget Sound, which is near our houses. I finally moved my books and 
papers accumulated from 34 years of teaching at Evergreen out of my office there. It was 
difficult emotionally and took many weeks although finally accomplished although I still have a 
lot to unpack. My two sons, Filemón and Tony, helped a lot. 
 
The group that Savvina and I have been active in for many years, Economics for Everyone, has 
not been that active in 2022.  We did some well attended programs online on the current 
political economy, on the Israeli and U.S. supported war against Palestine and on the war in 
Ukraine among others. I hope we will be more active in the coming year. 
 
Unlike 2014-2019, I did not lead workshops and give presentations in Washington State prisons. 
I am in frequent correspondence with many prisoners, almost more than I have the capacity to 
communicate with. Most are serving long sentences and I try to help to get their sentences 
reduced and for their release. Many have reflected on their earlier gang lives and have become 
thoughtful, disciplined, caring human beings. One, whom I talk to weekly is Tomas Afeworki, 
originally from Eritrea who has been imprisoned for 12 years. He is serving 40 years for a 
murder which he claims he did not commit. Much of the evidence against him was 
manufactured by the police and the witnesses against him were not trustworthy.  Tomas  is a 
caring and good human being, a deep thinker, a great artist and organizer, an internationalist 
committed to freedom and liberation for all. He should be out of prison. Check out the website 
on his life and his unjust continued confinement, freetomas.com.   
 
Two novels that I read that stood out were Deep River by Karl Marlantes and Hungry Tide by 
Amitav Ghosh. Deep River is a historical novel about Finnish immigration and the logging 
industry along the Columbia River in the late 19th and first part of the 20th century. I couldn’t put 
it down. It furthered my knowledge of left and labor history in the U.S and Finland. Also totally 
engaging was the novel by Amitav Ghosh that deals insightfully with issues of class, the 
environment, alternatives to capitalism and reformist vs revolutionary ideologies in the middle 
and latter part of the 20th century in the Sundarban islands in India near West Bengal.  

http://freetomas.com/
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I recommend strongly, The Sum of Us, by Heather McGhee, that in chapter after chapter shows 
with data, examples and stories that although Black people in the U.S. lose the most by racism, 
white working-class people also lose. She provides good support for her claim that many white 
people see the struggle for racial justice as a zero-sum game, that if Black and other people of 
color gain, white people lose. This is false. Although not anti-capitalist, McGhee advocates for a 
program that combines universalist demands like quality affordable health care for all with 
demands that close the racial inequality gap, e.g., in wealth, incarceration.   
 
I am currently reading, Palmares by Gayl Jones and The Myth of Normal by Gabor Mate. 
Palmares is a historical novel about communities that lasted for most of the 1600’s, formed and 
defended by slaves who escaped from slave owners in Brazil. A worthwhile movie about 
Palmares is Quilombo. I am also reading The Myth of Normal.  I have long respected Dr, Gabor 
Mate for the amazing work he has done curing people with drug addictions. In all his work and 
writing, Mate situates human health with the larger political economic context. In this book, he 
explains deeply the close connection between physical and mental health, and the societal 
causes of both.  
 
I recommend the three-part series on PBS, directed by Ken Burns, “The US and the Holocaust”. 
Much of it was personal as my family faced the barriers to entering the US in the 1930’s and 
early 1940’s that Burns visually depicts. This series shows the pervasiveness of fascism,  anti-
immigrant and Anti-Semitism in the United States up to and during the second world war and 
the elite Anti-Semitism of the State Department. In the final part, it connects the racism and anti-
immigrant history that has existed in the US, although always contested, to the racist and anti-
immigrant movements of today, especially against those from Latin America, Arabs and 
Muslims. Trump and DeSantis are purveyors of this racism, but sadly their hate has a significant 
audience, although a minority.  It is our responsibility to directly combat this in a principled 
manner together with an anti-austerity program that benefits all working people so immigrants 
cannot so easily be pitted against U.S. born residents. I am strongly in solidarity with those 
seeking residence in the United States, and for open borders. Immigrant and refugee justice 
continue to motivate me. 
 
If there is a book or movie, you highly recommend for me, let me know.  
  
As I approach 2023, I feel energetic and youthful, I realize even more than in the past how 
important friendships are to me. I hope to hear from and see many of you in the coming year. I 
plan to continue to travel in 2023 inside and outside of the United States.  
 
In friendship, love and solidarity, Peter 
  


