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Academic Planning & Statement Workshop 1: What Are You Planning For?1 
 
The first Expectation of an Evergreen Graduate is to “Assume and articulate responsibility for your own work”. The 
freedom associated with student choice at Evergreen is tempered by responsibility and risk. To graduate with a Bachelor’s 
of Arts in Liberal Arts degree from Evergreen, one needs to accumulate 180 credits for a Bachelor’s of Science degree, 72 
of those credits must be in science, and 48 of those science credits must be categorized as upper division; for the dual 
Bachelor’s of Arts/Bachelor’s of Science degree, it is a total of 225 credits  and write an Academic Statement. As indicated 
by that first Expectation and the other five Expectations , it is the student’s responsibility to choose and design programs, 
courses, contracts, and internships that result in a rich, interdisciplinary, liberal arts education. It is the institution’s 
responsibility to set up circumstances that support student success in creating that education.  
 
One primary goal of your Academic Statement is to make sense of your academic trajectory. This might involve framing 
your past work highlighting certain elements, minimizing others  to impose sense on or reveal the sense of  that work. 
For most of you, it should also involve making thoughtful and informed choices about what makes sense to do next, and 
how best to prepare for that. Future workshops will set you up for that work.  
 
This first Academic Planning Workshop assumes that one plans for something. What’s that something? That depends on 
you, where you are in your life and education, your commitments and obligations, and what thinking you’ve already done 
about your future. We should also recognize and remind ourselves all the time that plans for the future can not be 
concrete – circumstances change, unexpected opportunities arise, interests shift. Still, a thoughtful plan should allow you 
to develop skills and capacities that can serve you well in an uncertain, exciting, and challenging future. 
 
Today’s activities ask you to consider one particular aspect of your future and to think about making a plan for it. The 
particular thing? What might you do after you graduate?  
 
The particular activities you will pursue in this Workshop depend very much on who you are, where you are in your 
undergraduate education, and what you have already considered.  
 
Consider the categories below, and where you might locate yourself. If you can’t locate yourself somewhere among these 
categories, then please come talk with me and we can brainstorm together. 
 
A. I’m graduating soon, and already have a job or been accepted to a graduate program.  
B. I know what jobs or graduate programs I have applied/will be applying for, but haven’t yet applied or been 

hired/accepted yet. 
C. I have a sense of the kinds of jobs or graduate programs I’m interested in, but not much else. 
D. I know the subjects I’m interested in and/or the things I like to do, but not much else. 
E. I’m still trying to figure out how to plan out my week, much less my future.   
 
 
You might identify with more than one category. Read over the activities associated with any of the categories you identify 
with, and choose what you’d like to do. As mentioned above, if you don’t identify with any of the above categories, please 
come talk to me and we’ll brainstorm together. 
 
All the activities are available at https://sites.evergreen.edu/mnm1920. 
  
 

                                                           
1 Sub-title: The plan “…is more what you’d call guidelines…” 


