
Legislative Report (5/19/21) Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 

 

 
Greetings,  
  
On April 25, the Washington State Legislature wrapped up its planned 105-day session. It 
was an historic session, primarily virtual, where legislators took on sweeping reforms to police 
accountability, tax collections, the environment, controlled substance laws, tenants' rights, 
and much more. The majority Democrats in both chambers, along with Governor Inslee, 
promised a focus on equity this session, and we see that both in policy and budget 
decisions. I think it’s useful to revisit how we got to this point and what we were fearing 
heading into this year.   
  
In June of last year, amid the statewide COVID shutdown, Washington was looking at a $9 
billion budget shortfall. There were many calls on the governor to order a special session 
over the summer to make reductions at the state level. The governor chose not to do that, 
fearing that any immediate cuts might be unnecessary if the state budget improved, or the 
state was awarded federal stimulus dollars.  
 
Both of those things in fact happened. The state received billions in federal aid. And the 
March revenue forecast showed the state was operating in the black, reducing the need 
for cuts, and raising the possibility of new investments.  
  
With an improved economy, federal dollars, and a whole lot of hard work, Evergreen 
not only maintained its maintenance-level funding, but received new investments in 
high-demand programming and infrastructure projects.  
  
The Legislature understands the value of an Evergreen education and our economic impact 
in Thurston County and the region. They recognize the effectiveness of our high-demand 
programming and public service centers through our Native Pathways Program and the 
Longhouse. As such, they provided us new investments to:  
  

• Create a tribal liaison position who will extend our outreach to tribes across 
Washington and the Northwest  
• Put the assistant director of Native Pathways position on firm, permanent funding  
• Extend our offerings in Native and Indigenous Studies by providing us with two new 
faculty lines to teach in that area  

  
The Legislature also made strong investments in our campus infrastructure, indicating their 
confidence in the future of the college. These include:  
  

• $4 million to upgrade the HVAC systems in Lab II  
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• $3 million to design a renovation of Seminar 1, the only original campus building yet 
to be remodeled.  

  
The Legislature also made historic statewide investments in diversity, equity, and inclusion 
efforts. These investments will provide permanent funding for First Peoples to continue and 
expand the work they’ve been doing on DEI workshops and trainings.  
 
At the beginning of this session, given the difficult economic environment we were 
anticipating, I defined success as preventing any cuts to our state appropriation. We have far 
exceeded that goal.  
 
Our funding is never guaranteed, however, and is never granted in a vacuum. President 
Bridges and I talked with countless legislators this session, advocating for our priorities and 
promising them new academic directions that will move our enrollment forward.  
 
In addition to the state’s operating and capital budgets, many bills that touch higher 
education, and Evergreen specifically, passed into law. The Council of Presidents releases an 
annual bill tracker where you can see all the bills that passed, which you can view online. The 
descriptions provided are surface-level and I am happy to answer any specific questions you 
may have.  
 
There are many people who share in our success this session. I’d like to thank President 
Bridges for his leadership, and the many budget writers, subject-matter experts, fiscal-note 
writers, and so many more for supporting our legislative work this year.  
 
Most importantly, I thank all of you. It is the stories and work of our students, staff, and faculty 
that inspire the Legislature to continue their investments in the college. Every one of us is part 
of the fabric that makes this institution special and gives me what I need to tell our story at the 
(virtual) Capitol.  
 
Again, thank you.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jeremy Mohn  
Director of Government Relations 

https://councilofpresidents.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Bills_5.18.21.pdf

