
October 7, 2020 Faculty Meeting Minutes -- DRAFT 

 Faculty chair John Caraher opened the meeting at 3:00.  Arun Chandra then provided a brief presentation on his 

scholarship.   

Faculty Chair opening remarks -- John then introduced members of this year’s Agenda Committee and described the by-

laws for the committee as outlined in the faculty handbook, section 2.210.  He indicated that the temporary expansion 

of the Agenda Committee role that was passed last year has expired and may be revisited as time allows.  John indicated 

the rules of order will continue to be a modified version of Robert’s Rules of Order, as described in brief in a document 

that was attached to the agenda for this meeting.  John also acknowledged a petition to use Poll Everywhere for faculty 

meetings, which will likely be used at future meetings.  In the meantime, there will be zoom polls used in this meeting so 

that a broader representation of faculty interests can be understood.  John also indicated the Agenda Committee is 

looking into more secure voting methods.   

Faculty meeting minutes -- The May 20 and May 27, 2020 faculty meeting minutes were approved as distributed.  An 

updated version of the June 3, 2020 faculty meeting minutes will be reviewed at the next faculty meeting. 

New Academic Directions (NAD) – David McAvity provided an update on the planning process, highlighting the 

interconnectedness of all of the elements of the project and the phases of the project: 

• Elements that have already being launched include admission of lower-division students for the Native Pathways 

Program and Evergreen-Tacoma; MiT’s newly designed program that will launch this spring; the Center for 

Entrepreneurial Leadership and Transformational Change (CELTC); Greener Foundations; and the Paths 5-year 

plan update. 

• Elements that are currently or will soon be ready for implementation, including Paths assessment, adaptation, 

marketing, and student engagement; certificates policy, procedures, and systems, followed by proposals; hybrid 

online learning; partnerships; and the psychology path. 

• Elements in earlier stages of planning include holistic advising; climate curriculum planning for 21-22; 

interdisciplinary art and design; and workforce development. 

• Elements in the early design/development phase include schools, name change to university, transcript changes, 

capstones, climate curriculum, interdisciplinary art and design, and workforce development.   

Participants met in small groups and provided feedback to the NAD group in a shared document.  

Carri LeRoy shared what the approximately 40 participating faculty indicated on a recent schools survey and indicated a 

follow-up survey would be distributed after today’s discussion.  There was a brief discussion in the larger group, 

followed by small-group discussions in break-out rooms.  Report-outs followed. 

Acknowledging adjunct colleagues -- Elizabeth Williamson and Kathleen Eamon recognized the adjunct colleagues who 

were here last year and are not currently teaching at the College. 

Announcements 

• Miranda Mellis provided a reminder of a presidential search poll that was distributed via e-mail. 

• Elizabeth Williamson shared events and a website related to the November election, including a fireside chat 

with George Takei on November 10. 

• Emily Pieper announced a TRIO information session for faculty. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 


