In Search of Lost Time

Individual close reading assignment:  

seminar presentation plus 3-4 page essay
Each seminar 1 or 2 students will lead the seminar group through the close reading and analysis of one passage from that day’s text they feel is key to the exploration of that week’s readings.  On days in which 2 students present, they will each do so individually, not as a team.

Students will individually sign up for a specific seminar in which they will present:  presentations will take place between weeks 2 and 8 of the quarter.

When it is your turn to present:

1.  You will choose a passage of a few paragraphs in length (not more than 2 ½ pages total) from that day’s reading assignment.  Pick a passage that you find to be full of interesting themes, ideas, language, style.  


a.  For the seminar, you will read sections of that passage out loud to the seminar and then analyze the themes, language and ideas you find there.  It will be your job to make links between specific details, ideas and phrases in that particular passage and larger themes that run throughout the novel, or larger philosophic, aesthetic or historical themes you are studying in the program.  


b.  Each presentation will last approximately 10 minutes and will conclude with your questions or topics you open up to the larger seminar discussion.  If two students present on the same day, they must present two different passages, and they should consult to determine which presentation should happen first.  

2.  One day before you present your passage analysis in seminar, you will post into your portfolio a fully-polished essay of 3-4 pages in length in which you do a close analysis of that passage.  Post the essay by 5pm the day before seminar.


a.  This paper will take the form of a polished, formal academic essay, and will not be like a  “reading journal” in style.  Your essay should include a written close analysis of the main themes and language in the passage, and specifically link that analysis to individual details from earlier places in the Proust novel, from ancillary readings, and from program materials like lectures, films and previous seminar discussions.  This essay should have a clear structure, as well as an over-all argument and conclusion.  


b.  Your seminar peers, as well as your faculty seminar leader, will read this essay before coming to the seminar in which you present your passage:  thus they will be ready to engage with the ideas you present in seminar.  


c.  You will bring a printed paper copy of your 3-4 page essay to seminar that day to turn in to your seminar faculty leader.  


d.  You will include a final version of this essay in your portfolio.

Week 2

Swann’s Way 186-356
Monday 4/6

1. __________________________

Thursday 4/8

1. __________________________
2.__________________________________
Week 3

Swann’s Way 356-543

Monday 4/13

1.___________________________ 
2.__________________________________

Thursday 4/16
1.___________________________
2.__________________________________
Week 4

Within A Budding Grove 49-58; 299-502

Monday 4/20

1.____________________________
2.___________________________________

Thursday 4/23
1.____________________________
2.___________________________________
Week 5

Within a Budding Grove 502-730

Monday 4/27

1.____________________________

Thursday 4/30
1.____________________________
2.___________________________________
Week 6

The Guermantes Way 313-328; 384-403; 425-472; 782-819




Sodom and Gomorrah 1-44; 699-723

Monday 5/4

1._____________________________
2. __________________________________
Thursday 5/7

1._____________________________
2.____________________________________
Week 7

The Captive 1-30, 253-440
Monday 5/11

1.____________________________
2.____________________________________

Thursday 5/14
1.____________________________
2.____________________________________

Week 8

Time Regained 1-237

Monday 5/18

1._____________________________
2.___________________________________
