Who Sustains Who? [[just a sketch from 10/29/2020]]

A sustainable society will be a web of mutual support among very diverse participants. Its strands tie together
plants, animals, soils, oceans, and clouds, and especially humans of many sorts and conditions. I imagine a
course which centers on the human strands, especially on the links which animate the extraction, processing
and consumption which have created the dangers of climate change. Rich and poor, owners, managers and
workers, women and men, white, black and brown, West, East and South—the human web of decisions and
actions is immensely tangled and complex. This course would highlight one regionally important segment,
New England fisheries, as a way of bringing key issues forward and sparking discussion on directions,
feasibilities and responsibilities for constructive action.

Underlying the readings, viewings, writing and guided discussions of this course is a belief that a sustainable
world can only arise if those whose work keeps it going find it to be a world worth sustaining. So the search
for sustainability must be inclusive. It must consider who does what essential work, and what sustains them.

Works to be studied for this course would come from a considerable range. My current slate includes:
Kurlansky, M. (2011). Cod: a biography of the fish that changed the world. Vintage Canada.

Pershing, A. J., & Stamieszkin, K. (2020). The North Atlantic Ecosystem, from Plankton to Whales. Awnnnal
Review of Marine Science, 12, 339-359.

Carolyn Finney, https://www.ted.com/talks/carolyn finney whose story counts (a TEDx talk)

Howard, L. C. (1958). A Note on New England Whaling and Africa Before 1860. Negro History Bulletin, 22(1),
13-16.

Szala-Meneok, K., & Mclntosh, K. (1996). Craft development and development through crafts: Adaptive
strategies of Labrador women in a changing fishery. .Anthropologica, 249-270.

Ursula Leguin, “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas” (short story)
Poetry by Lucille Clifton and Richard Wilbur

In addition, a field trip to the Gulf of Maine Research Institute in Portland would be valuable and
memorable, if it could be arranged.

(An important side note: My own thinking in this area has been strongly influenced by two short theoretical
books. My guess is to keep them in the background, but I would talk seriously with current teachers about
possibly using one or both:

Mol, Annemarie. (2008). The logic of care: Health and the problem of patient choice. Routledge.

Latour, Bruno. (2018). Down to earth: Politics in the new climatic regime. John Wiley & Sons.

The appeal of both is that their approaches are innovative, very important, and likely to carry over to later
issues and controversies students encounter. The difficulty with either is the need for close reading: they
would take significant class time and call for imaginative class leadership. More so than other diffcult books
commonly used in the school? That is what I would talk with current teachers about.)
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