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Ngo Tat To (1893-1954), one of the 
talented people in Vietnamese 
literature, often wrote about the 
cruelty of colonialism and the 
suffering of the peasantry.

He was born into a cultured family 
with a patriotic tradition.



His literary works often reflect the 
brutality of the invaders and the 
poverty and oppression of rural people. 

He delved deeply into the lives of 
farmers, expressing compassion and 
sympathy for their unfortunate and 
difficult lives.



Tắt đèn
(When the light is out)
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v Genre: Novel

v Year of Publication: 1937

v Setting: Early 20th-century 
Vietnam under French colonial rule



v Content and Significance: 
Set in the early 20th century, the novel revolves 
around the struggles of the impoverished family of 
Mrs. Dau, a hardworking peasant woman. 

Their lives are already burdened by poverty and 
debt when they are confronted with the relentless 
demands of the corrupt tax collectors. 

As the family desperately tries to scrape together 
enough money to pay their dues, they are subjected 
to a series of escalating injustices and cruelties.



v Content and Significance: 
Considered one of the most significant works of 
Vietnamese literature, Tắt Đèn is a powerful depiction 
of the harsh realities faced by Vietnamese peasants 
under the oppressive colonial rule of the French.



SUMMARY
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Mrs. Dau, a poor 
peasant woman 

Mr. Dau was sick for 
several months

è Dau's family did not have money to pay the poll tax 



Mrs. Dau ran around to find money and even had to sell 
her first daughter and a litter of puppies to Nghi Que.

è There was not enough money.



Mr. Dau was tied up and 
beaten, Mrs. Dau begged 

them to spare her 
husband but they were 

determined to tie him up 
and take him away. 

è She got angry, 
knocking down the 
two bailiffs and the 

henchmen.



They tied her up and took her to 
the district office à the prefect 

played dirty tricks 

è She managed to 
escape and return home. 



Later, Mrs. Dau decided to go to the province to work as a wet nurse. 
In the dark of night, the old man Thuong, over eighty years old, 

wanted to do something shameful to her.

è Mrs. Dau managed to escape in the black night. 
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Tắt Đèn's

legacy



Social and Humanitarian Legacy

Exposing 
Pre-Revolution 

Struggles

Celebrating 
Resilience

Championing 
Women



Literary Legacy

Pioneering 
Realism

Vivid Language Engaging 
Narrative



Thanks for 
listening!!!


