
 

There’s a more than critical criticism that’s like seeing things—a 
gift of having been given to love things and how things look and 
how and what things see. It’s not that you don’t see crisis—cell 
blocks made out of the general meadow, and all the luxurious 
destitution and ge(n)ocidal meanness, the theft of beauty and 
water, the policing of everyday people and their everyday chances. 
It’s just that all this always seems so small and contingent against 
the inescapable backdrop of constant escape—which is the other 
crisis, that is before the first crisis, calling it into being and 
question. The ones who stay in that running away study and 
celebrate its violently ludic authenticity, the historicity that sends 
us into the old-new division and collection of words and sets, 
passing on and through, as incessant staging and preparation. This 
necessity and immensity of the alternative surrounds and aerates 
the contained, contingent fixity of the standard. […]  
 
The notion that crisis lies in the ever more brutal interdiction of our 
capacity to represent or be represented by the normal is as 
seductive, in its way, as the notion that such interdiction is the 
necessary response to our incapacity for such representation. 
Their joint power is held in the fact that whether abnormality is a 
function of external imposition or of internal malady it can only be 
understood as pathological. Such power is put in its accidental 
place, however, by the ones who see, who imaginatively 
misunderstand, the crisis as our constant disruption of the normal, 
whose honor is given in and protected by its representations, with 
the ante-representational generativity that it spurns and craves. 
This is the crisis that is always with us; this is the crisis that must be 
policed not just by the lethal physical brutality of the state and 
capital but also by the equally deadly production of a discourse 
that serially asserts that the crisis that has befallen us must 
overwhelm the crisis that we are; that crisis follows rather than 
prompts our incorporative exclusion. 
 
Fred Moten, “necessity, immensity, crisis” (8.19.11) 
 
http://floorjournal.com/2011/10/30/necessity-immensity-and-crisis-many-edgesseeing-things/ 
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κρίσις 
KRISIS 

discrimination, decision, crisis 
 

Crisis sygnifieth iudgement, & in this case, it is vsed for a sodayne chaunge in a disease. 
 

CULTURE 
mid-15c., “the tilling of land,” from Middle French culture and 

directly from Latin cultura “a cultivating, agriculture,” 
figuratively “care, culture, an honoring,” from past participle 

stem of colere “tend, guard, cultivate, till” (see colony). 
http://www.etymonline.com/  

 

θεωρία 
 

THEORIA 
a looking at, viewing, contemplation, 

speculation, theory; also a sight, a spectacle 
 

  

http://floorjournal.com/2011/10/30/necessity-immensity-and-crisis-many-edgesseeing-things/
http://www.etymonline.com/


 
Emily Abendroth, ] EXCLOSURES [ (Ahsahta 2014) 
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[I]f a situation arises that feels like a massively genre breaking one, then the 
situation can become the kind of event whose enigmatic shape repels being 
governed by the foreclosure of what has happened before… 

 

                 Lauren Berlant in Qui Parle 20:2 (2012) 

 

 
Homi Bhabha 

“The Commitment to Theory” in The Location of Culture (Routledge 1994) 
http://wayanswardhani.lecture.ub.ac.id/files/2013/05/Bhabha-1.pdf 

 
 

To do criticism is to make harder those acts  
which are now too easy. Understood in these terms, 

criticism (radical criticism) is utterly 
indispensable for any transformation. […]  

As soon as people begin to have trouble thinking 
things the way they have been thought, 

transformation becomes at the same time very 
urgent, very difficult, & entirely possible. 

 
MICHEL FOUCAULT  

 
—as cited by Colin Koopman, Genealogy as Critique (Indiana 2013), 16.  

Koopman adds: “If Kantian critique is an inquiry into the ways we must be, 
Foucaultian critique is an inquiry that provokes us  

to transform ourselves into being otherwise.”  

http://wayanswardhani.lecture.ub.ac.id/files/2013/05/Bhabha-1.pdf

