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An integrated approach for the Big Bet would highlight Evergreen as “The Resilience College.” 
Evergreen is uniquely situated to develop resilience strategies, for recovery and regeneration at 
different scales:  

* Resilience of individuals, to heal from harm and live a healthier life. 
 
* Resilience of communities, to recover from historical trauma and revitalize cultures. 
 
* Resilience of the planet, to reverse environmental and climate crises, and regenerate life. 

This conceptual framework could be encapsulated as “Resilience: Healing People, Communities, 
and the Planet.”  

I have wanted to make resilience central to our work at Evergreen since being hired here as a geographer 
in Native Studies in 2005. The following summer, Alan Parker and I taught a Tribal MPA class on 
climate change, which resulted in the founding of the Climate Change and Pacific Rim Indigenous 
Nations Project. We published the 2012 Oregon State University Press anthology Asserting Native 
Resilience: Pacific Rim Indigenous Nations Face the Climate Crisis. I delivered a TedX talk on the 
book, and co-organized two Indigenous Climate Justice Symposia in 2015-17. My 2017 University of 
Washington Press book, Unlikely Alliances: Native Nations and White Communities Join to Defend 
Rural Lands, focuses largely on crosscultural cooperation to stop fossil fuel projects and restore 
watershed habitats. 

I've taught climate justice as part of my classes “Resource Rebels,” “Native Decolonization in the 
Pacific Rim,” “Catastrophe: Community Resilience in the Face of Disaster,” “SOS: Community 
Resilience,” and others. Although much of my work has centered on climate justice, it has been difficult 
to shake the image of climate studies as centered in the hard sciences. Particularly when studying 
Indigenous climate resilience, it is clear that a holistic approach is needed that incorporates western 
science and Indigenous knowledge, including natural, economic, social, political, cultural, and spiritual 
realms. Evergreen has been the ideal interdisciplinary place for this sort of synthesis to take place, at 
precisely the time that we need it in our history as a troubled planet, nation, region, and college. (over) 

The “Big Bet” or “Blue Sky” 
initiative at Evergreen is 
generating a number of solid 
proposals, on climate change, 
incarceration, and other 
themes. I am contributing to 
the discussion not with a 
formal proposal, but with a 
conceptual framework that I 
feel can stitch together these 
excellent proposals into a 
larger whole, and make it 
simple and accessible to the 
public and prospective 
students. 

 



A positive and proactive approach is also needed to refocus students who are repelled by the “doom-
and-gloom” aspect of climate studies, toward a proactive approach that envisions a more positive future, 
along the lines of the Green New Deal, and described by Naomi Klein in her 2019 book On Fire. In 
discussions with my students, particularly in my SOS classes on community resilience and 
revitalization, I’m discovering that many of them are coming to view climate change through a larger 
lens. A few of them were engaged in high school climate clubs, and so are tuned into the recent youth 
climate marches.  

The climate crisis is no longer seen in isolation, but as part of a larger angst folded in with a larger hope. 
In my short discussion with Naomi Klein in October, she described it as a “yin and yang.” In this view, 
the country and the world is literally on a path to hell, and things are even worse than they seem. The 
system is broken, exhibited on a personal scale in mental health crises, on a community scale in 
homelessness and gun violence, and on a planetary scale in climate change and environmental 
degradation. On the other hand, as the cartoon highlights, these crises offer a sense of urgency in making 
healthy changes that need to be made anyway. These compounding crises are an opportunity to build 
resilience strategies for the future, in order to heal the people, communities, and planet. 

Using “resilience” as an unifying umbrella concept can weave together the values of our students, many 
of whom are drawn to psychology, community health, sustainability, food systems, social justice, 
restorative justice, cooperatives and alternate economics, art and cultural studies, environmental/climate 
studies, and more. All of these fields are essentially about healing and recovering things that have 
been damaged, and envisioning and building more positive models. Students are also drawn to 
technical skills (media, computer sciences, etc.) that can contribute to building resilience.  
 
A resilience framework can highlight some of our existing strengths, such as Native Programs and 
other cultural revitalization studies, social justice programs, veterans' services, Gateways, and other 
community-based engagement, and Climate Studies, sustainable planning, environmental habitat 
restoration, and other forms of planetary recovery. Many of these fields are on the cutting edge, 
particularly in our ideally situated region of the Pacific Northwest.  

The “Resilience College” theme can also put a positive face on an Evergreen education, focused 
not just on negative critiques of the past and present, but on building healthier and more hopeful 
models for the future. It can also subtly communicate that developing inner strengths can help 
individuals and communities face the many changes and challenges ahead. The frame of resilience can 
help enhance the meaning of "Your Way to the World," and put real some substance on it. Evergreen 
could then be described as literally the best place in the country to “think in an emergency.”  
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