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Cornerstone  i s  des igned to  suppor t  both  s tudents  
who are  new to  Evergreen  and current  s tudents  
want ing  to  fur ther  develop  the i r  academic  sk i l l s.  
We wi l l  take  up  a  shared  inqui ry  into  what  i t  means  
to  be  ‘good.’  What  i s  ‘good,’  and should  we t ry  to  be  
“good enough”  or  even perfect ,  as  humans  and as  
s tudents?  Our  approach  to  that  quest ion  wi l l  balance  
suppor t  and r igor  as  we take  on  b i te-s i zed  (but  
f i l l ing)  ph i losophica l  texts  f rom Ar is tot le ,  Adam 
Phi l l ips ,  Immanuel  Kant ,  and pa i r  those  readings  
with  resource  texts  l ike  Michael  Schur ’s  very  funny 
and he lpful  book How to  Be  Perfect  and Lewis  
Newman’s  Th ink ing  Cr i t i ca l ly  in  Col lege.  We’ l l  ta lk  
about  these  b ig  quest ions  whi le  a lso  s t rengthening  
sk i l l s  in  c lose  reading,  academic  wr i t ing,  
note-tak ing,  conversat ion,  and cr i t i ca l  reasoning.  
You wi l l  ident i fy  and develop  areas  of  academic  
interest  and need,  and hopeful ly  you wi l l  end  ready 
to  thoughtful ly  des ign  or  redes ign  a  p lan  that  can  
gu ide  you in  a l l  educat ional  endeavors  to  come.
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