
M E D I A W O R K S Spring 2016     Research Project 

 
Due: Revised Research Question & Abstract; Revised Bibliography  Thurs. 2pm, Week 3 

Due: Essay Outline and Annotated Bibliography Draft  Thurs. 2pm, Week 4 

Due: Final Annotated Bibliography  Thurs. 2pm, Week 5 

Due: Full Draft of Essay  Thurs. 2pm, Week 6 

Due: Reverse Outline  Thurs. 2pm, Week 7 

Due: Final Essay  Tuesday 10am, Week 9 

 
ESSAY: 7-9 pages (1750-2250 words) + a 10 source annotated bibliography 

Your research will be situated around the creative approaches and representational questions 
that you are raising within your project. This paper should be rooted in your increasing 
knowledge of media history, theory and formal analysis, with particular consideration to 
strategies that other artists and media creators have taken when addressing themes or using 
formal methods that relate to your creative project. You may find yourself also engaging with 
sources from closely related fields and art forms such as art history, gender and sexuality 
studies, visual anthropology, music, performance art, theater, etc. This is fine, so long as your 
primary mode of inquiry is rooted in media studies. Remember that you should draw on media 
analysis skills from Fall’s “Film Moments” essays and Winter’s seminar tickets. 
 
WHAT MAKES A GOOD RESEARCH ESSAY? 
 
Most importantly, your essay should have a THESIS that articulates your synthesis of the topic 
as a focused argument. How you structure the essay will depend on how you can most 
effectively present evidence and analysis that supports this argument. The most common way to 
organize a research essay is to present theoretical/historical/critical background material first 
and follow it with your original interpretation of media text(s) that build on this frame. 
Alternately, you can have several successive sections that repeat this model (theme A in film X, 
theme A in film Y / theme A in film X, theme B in film X) or intersperse your citations more 
freely with your analysis (if the logical flow is communicated clearly to your reader). 

From Film: A Critical Introduction (page 46-47): 

The assignment asks students to read beyond assigned materials to broaden intellectual 
horizons generate new ideas; to summarize and synthesize other’s ideas to support 
their own; to acknowledge perspectives that contradict their own; and to argue against 
these perspectives with intellectual integrity and respect… 

A good research paper does not merely collect and repeat the information contained in 
these sources. Serious research involves a process whereby the writer gathers 
information and ideas that may support and contest the working thesis; the writer then 
reassesses the persuasive power of his [sic] working thesis in light of the evidence 
gathered. 



Topics for research papers vary widely. A research paper might make an argument 
about the importance of an individual film’s production history or remarkable style. It 
might analyze one film in relation to other films of the same genre. Some research 
papers might connect films to other cultural phenomena... 

You do not have to incorporate quotations or citations from every source on your Annotated 
Bibliography into your essay. Sometimes things you encounter in your research shape your 
ideas but aren’t directly relevant to the scope of your eventual argument.  
  
We will be engaging in peer review of essay drafts Thursday of Week 6. 
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REVISED RESEARCH QUESTION and ABSTRACT 

Abstract: describes your intentions for a research paper. You must outline a question or set 
of questions that you will address with your paper, and be clear about how it will inform and 
support your creative project. You should be able to identify some primary methodologies or 
theoretical frameworks that will underpin the paper. Your revision should incorporate feedback 
from faculty on this portion of your project proposal and preliminary work you did on the 
research project during production weeks. 

Research for this project will revolve around the themes of subjectivity, identity, and political histories. 
Questions will include: What constitutes a “safe space”? How have safety and safe space been defined 
in different historical and cultural moments? What is the current cultural significance of demands for 
safe space on college campuses?  What is the relationship between safety, power, and oppression? 
How have rhetorics of safety been linked to gentrification efforts and what are the effects of this?  
What are examples of successful safe spaces? How are safe spaces created at the level of the 
individual body versus the external environment? I will also explore other texts that have focused on the 
concept of safe space and its accompanying discourse as well as media representations of safe space 
and Internet safe spaces. My primary research methodology will be qualitative publication research. 
Underpinning frameworks include queer theory, feminist theory, human geography, and feminist 
geography.           - Zero Shields 

 
The main question of my research paper is, “How has the dystopian future genre of films and books 
shaped, or challenged our way of thinking?”  In order to address this question, I will be looking at films 
and books that have a dystopian theme (primary sources), and I will look at articles, essays, and other 
scholarly writing regarding my question (secondary sources).  I will also include a tertiary source if I find 
one that seems useful enough.  George Orwell’s 1984 has been very influential to my film, as it has 
been for many other dystopian works of fiction.  I plan to study the dystopian world of 1984, especially 
how TV is used as a propaganda tool.  My research will focus on the formal choices of books and films, 
and how those choices get their messages across.  Every work of dystopian future fiction has something 
important to say about the present, and this message is often the key component of the plot, and a 
major point of interest for the audience. [excerpt]     - Connor Quinsberry 



Research Question: The THESIS of your essay will eventually be crafted as a response to 
this question. But initially, it will give you a direction for your exploratory research. You will 
necessarily revise this question continually as you seek out sources (for example, making it 
more specific if you are finding material that’s too wide-ranging or less specific if you’re having 
trouble finding relevant sources). 
 
See attached handout on developing a research question. 
 

Film: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter….and Spring 

Direction for Thesis: An exploration of the Buddhist philosophy driving Ki-Duk Kim’s 
2003 film, Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter….and Spring. 

Research Questions: 
1. What is Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter….and Spring why is it a film worthy of enquiry? 

1. Introduction (what am I researching?) 
2. Thesis (this film illustrates Buddhist philosophy) 

2. What is the necessary background information? 
1. Brief biography of Kim’s life (emphasis on artistic life). 
2. Brief rundown of Buddhist philosophy in Korea. 

3. What plot (story) elements promote Buddhist philosophy? 
1. What do I identify? 
2. What substantive research supports my ideas? 

4. What technical/formal elements contribute to promotion of Buddhist philosophy? 
1. What do I identify? 
2. What substantive research supports my ideas? 

5. Based on my research, what do I think about the way this film embodies/illustrates a 
Buddhist philosophy? Why? 

Search Terms: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter…and Spring; Bom Yeoreum Gaeul Gyeoul Geurigo 
Bom [Korean title]; Buddhism; South Korea; South Korean Film; Korean Film 

From “Writing about Film,” http://libguides.mjc.edu/c.php?g=255631&p=1706368 
 
REVISED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
This should include complete citations for 10 sources that directly relate to your research 
question. At least 5 must be secondary sources from scholarly books or journals. Your revision 
can include sources from the bibliography accompanying your Spring Project Proposal, but it 
should incorporate feedback from faculty and preliminary work you did on the research project 
during production weeks. 
 



Types of Sources (Review) 

● Primary sources are films, videos, poems, performances, photographs, novels, 
interviews and writings by artists, articles from newspapers and magazines, and other 
“raw material.”  

● Secondary sources are essays, book chapters, and other sources that are providing 
analysis and context that relates back to your primary sources. The majority of these 
sources should be from peer-reviewed academic journals or presses. 

● Tertiary sources are textbooks, encyclopedias, timelines, general information 
websites, dictionary entries, etc. They are good starting places for your research, but 
you should minimize the use of tertiary sources in your bibliographies and citations.  

 
Accessing sources: Using the library catalog, you can request books from Summit (nearby 
libraries) or ILLiad (interlibrary loan) if they’re not available at Evergreen. When searching 
research databases via Evergreen, you may find full text PDFs of articles. If full text isn’t 
available, there may be a link directly to a search in our catalog. You can also search the library 
catalog for the title of a journal for information on Evergreen access. If we do not have online 
access, you can order individual articles through ILLiad to have them emailed to you as PDFs. 
 
VIDEO - Formulating a Library Database Research Question: 
https://youtu.be/2mPapN3XpDo 
 
How to determine whether a text is an appropriate secondary source:  
For books, a scholarly work is typically published by an academic press (bearing the name of the 
university, with a few exceptions like Routledge) and written by someone with a PhD (search 
for the author’s bio). Scholarly articles typically appear in print or online academic journals (not 
magazines, newspapers or news websites, blogs, etc.). There’s an option to filter for peer 
reviewed journals in many of the research databases. None of these criteria are foolproof, so 
you need to use your own judgement about whether a text is rigorously academic. 
Note: You MUST use research databases to find most of your secondary sources. Ebscohost 
is a huge collection so it’s a good place to start. http://evergreen.edu/library/databases.htm 

Evergreen Library’s guide to Peer Review: http://libguides.evergreen.edu/peerreview 
 
How to determine the methodology of a source: 
Before reading, you can look at the publication information (does the title of the journal suggest 
its academic discipline?), keywords provided, abstract (if there is one), section of the library (for 
books), etc. While reading, think about the types of evidence the author presents: analyses of 
texts (humanities), qualitative or quantitative research (social science), historical information, 
citations of related research. Some of your scholarly sources must be from the field of media 
studies (which may swing more toward humanities/analysis of media texts or more toward 
social science/communications). 



See attached handouts on how to assess sources and note taking strategies 
(the latter is an excerpt from a guide on avoiding plagiarism, but more broadly useful). 
 
Remember: Check out the bibliographies in your research sources! It’s a great way to follow 
a “breadcrumb trail” to other relevant materials. 
 
Citations: You should give full citations in MLA format in your bibliography. If you found an 
article by other means (a database, a website) you must seek out the original publication 
information.  
MLA citation guide: http://umuc.edu/library/libhow/mla_examples.cfm 

Self or Peer Review Checklist:  
● Does the bibliography have 10 sources, at least 5 of which are scholarly secondary 

sources? 
● Does the bibliography include some media texts as primary sources and some academic 

essays/books in media studies? 
● Are the citations in MLA format? 
● Does the research question offer a clear, specific direction for research and analysis? 
● Does it seem like the research question could be answered in a 7-9 page media studies 

essay? 
● Does the abstract point to particular methodologies, types of evidence, and objects of 

study that will be important? 

We will go over these materials Thursday of Week 3, along with strategies 
for writing an outline. 
  


