
M E D I A W O R K S • Fall 2015-16 

Weekly Seminar Ticket 
 
Why is it called a Ticket? Because it is your Ticket to Seminar! You must have two hard 
copies of this assignment and your copies of the assigned readings to enter. 
 
DUE: Wednesday 10am, Weeks 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 
Weeks 1 & 3: complete THEORIZE prompt only 
Week 7: No Seminar (Veteran’s Day) 
 
You will respond to the following prompts for each of the assigned primary texts 
(articles/chapters in the coursepack; not those in the textbooks). The purpose of this writing is to 
help you focus your thoughts from your critical reading practice and develop and articulate 
substantive ideas to bring to your seminar discussion. 
  
1.  SUMMARIZE: In two-three sentences, explain one of the principal arguments in your own 
words. Cite a passage where the author states this thesis. 
  
2.  ANALYZE: Write one-two paragraph(s) to discuss one of the following:* 

a.  Is this a strong argument, and why? Is it well supported, or are there leaps, gaps, or 
inconsistencies? Is the method of analysis persuasive or problematic? What are the unargued 
assumptions? What might an opposing argument be? 

b.  What kinds of reasoning does the text employ? What key concepts does the author 
define and use? Does the text rely on a theory or theories? Is any specific methodology laid 
out? How is a concept/theory/method mobilized to make a claim? 

c.  What kinds of evidence does the author use? What counts as evidence? What sources 
does the evidence come from? What alternative types or sources of evidence might be left 
out? Is the evidence convincing? 

d.  What audience is the text written for? Who is it in dialogue with? In what historical 
context is it written? Whose voice/perspective is present/absent? 

  
3.  THEORIZE: Craft 1-2 discussion questions that engage with and draw connections between 
Monday’s screening, Tuesday’s lecture/screening and the week’s readings. These questions should 
be generative, speculative, and exploratory, and contain specific quotations and references. 
Unacceptable questions are ones that solicit simple yes/no answers or provide a quote and ask us 
to explain what the author means by it. 
 
 

 *prompts adapted from “Critical Reading Toward Critical Writing,” University of Toronto 


