
M E D I A W O R K S  Fall 2015  
 
Film Moments Essays 
 
Single Film Moment Due Week 4 
Two or More Film Moments Due Week 10 

 
Single Film Moment 
500-750 words. Please DOUBLE SPACE and provide a WORD COUNT 

 
1. Closely reread Abigail Child, “Outside Topographies: Three Moments in Film”  
 
2. Start by going back through your film journal to find any shots, scenes, etc. that were 
particularly captivating to you.  

 
3. Identify a moment (no more than 60 continuous seconds, encompassing a single 
gesture or action) to write about that has captured your attention in some way, either 
because it is particularly beautiful or strange or illustrate a concept we’ve discussed or 
something else entirely. Though you have a time limit, you’ll also want to be sure that you 
don’t choose moments that are too complex to blow up and write about as moments in the 
space of this essay. 

 
4. Re-watch the moment multiple times, taking detailed notes on the formal elements that 
we have discussed in class. For the purposes of this first essay, pay particular attention to 
CINEMATOGRAPHY and EDITING.  

 
5. Write the essay: 
(You’re free to choose how you want to order/structure these) 

a. Describe the moment. “Blow up” the moment for close examination. Perform a 
microscopic exploration of the formal choices within your moment. No detail is too 
insignificant. In fact, your task, in part, is to make something out of what might at first seem to 
be “nothing” or “nothing much.” 

b. Discuss the significance of the things you describe using close analysis and 
interpretation. Use proper terminology/vocabulary. When in doubt, check [FE] and 
relevant handouts and class notes. 
Here you should also in some way relate the moment to the larger context of the film 
itself or to the context surrounding the film (what you know of it). 

c. You must include at least one idea, as a quotation, from program readings. 
Explain the quotation in your own words and connect it in some depth to your film 
moments. 

d. Include a storyboard drawing/s or printed still frame/s of the moments. Label clearly. 
e. Your essay must present a clearly articulated thesis and argument. You may 

choose to use a more poetic voice, or to write in the first person in order to account for 
why you chose these moments, for your own viewing experience of the moments, or to 
experiment in some other way.  



 
 
Two Or More Film Moments 
1000-1250 Words Please DOUBLE SPACE and provide a WORD COUNT 
 
1. Follow The Instructions for the Single Film Moment Essay, but choose two distinct 
moments. These can be two moments from the same film, or two moments from two 
different films. These may be moments that seem to have nothing to do with or say to one 
another, or you may have already seen an interesting connection between the two. 
 At least one of the films must be one that we’ve screened in class.  
 
2. Trace the imaginary threads that connect the two moments, mapping out the critical 
connection between your two chosen moments (modeling your approach on Child’s). 
Challenge yourself to move past obvious similarities or differences, beyond compare or 
contrast, and into unexpected territory. This will likely require you to speculate, to make   
some conceptual leaps, to theorize.  

 
 
 
 
 


