
M E D I A W O R K S fall 2015 
Artist’s Portfolio and Artist’s Notes Essay 
 
Deadlines:  

• In-Camera Edit/Found Footage Projects: 10am Tuesday Oct. 27 (Week 5) 
• Final 16mm Project With Final Portfolio: 4pm Friday Dec. 11 (Week 10)  

 
A place to develop reflective and synthetic writing skills; demonstrate both your ability to link theory and 
practice and your ability to reflect upon the quality and significance of your own learning. This writing 
will help you immensely when you craft your self-evaluation and portfolio at the end of the quarter. 
 
Each student should maintain their own Artist’s Portfolio, which is a cumulative record of 
creative project assignment work. Documents generated collaboratively should be photocopied 
so that each student’s portfolio contains a record of the work. 

The Portfolio should be well organized, clearly labeled and include the following: 

1. A 1000-1250 (4-5 pages) word Artist’s Notes Essay* for each creative assignment. (note 
that we’ve combined your first two projects into one essay) 

2. ALL of the sketches, notes, storyboards, scripts, research outlines and planning documents 
associated with your project. (note that you’ll need to make copies of documents generated 
collaboratively)  

3. Notes you take during your critiques and any written feedback you receive in critiques. 
(When necessary, photocopy these so that each partner has copies of ALL notes.) 

* The Artist’s Notes Essay is a place to illuminate connections between your own work and  
program readings and screenings, as well as a place to assess your own learning process (What 
worked? What needs work?). The essay should make specific connections to at 
least two primary source texts (articles from the program Reader) that 
we’ve discussed in class, consider some of the feedback you received in 
critique, and cover 4 areas: 

● A discussion of the completed project(s).. What is it about? What is it trying to 
communicate and how does it do so? How well did it respond to the assignment and 
expectations?  

● A discussion of the project’s relationship to program themes. What are the 
specific quotations, concepts, films screened, etc. that played a significant role in the 
development and execution of this project? Use quotations from at least two (2) primary 
source texts (articles from the Course Pack) to support the connections that you see drawn.  

● A candid assessment of your learning. What did you improve upon? What was your 
“Aha!” moment? What new skills or concepts did you learn from your partner(s)? 

● A discussion of the collaborative process and lessons learned for future collaborative 
works. Did you communicate well with your project partners? What role(s) did you take on, 
and how did you learn from them? What will you do differently in subsequent collaborative 
endeavors?  


